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Paris, loth Vcndcmairc, (lft October,) 8th Year 
of the French Republic, one and indeviuble. 

The Reprefentative of the People Jourdan 
(de la Haute Vienne) to Citizen Charles, 
Printer, rueNicaife, No, 513. 

To U have ajfured me, Citizen, that you would 
print with pleafure the Memoir of the Operations 
of the Army of the Danube, which I propofe to 
publifh : I accordingly Jena 1 you the Manufcript, 

■ 

If I were rich enough, I would circulate the 
Memoir gratis : hut, as my circumftances do not ad- 
jnit of fuch an expence, I authorife you to fell it in any 
way you fhall think beft \ and I affure you that 
I do not mean to derive from it any pecuniary aa 1 ^ 
vantage whatever. 

Health and fraternity, 

JOURDJN, 



[ vi ] 



In confequence of the aflignment which has 
been made me by Citizen Jourdan, author of 
the Memoir of the Operations of the Army of the. 
Danube, 1 declare this work to be my property. 
I- place it under the fafe-guard of the laws, 
the integrity of my fellow-citizens : and I will 
profecute in the tribunals any one who (hall 
pirate the work, or diftribute pirated editions 

of it. 

•- . 

ChAFLL£S. 
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PREFACE. 



Persecuted by injuftice, expofed to the 
moil atrocious calumnies, attacked in his 

honour — which is fo dear to a man who has 
ixiy fentiment of dignity, and to a repub- 
lican ; I yield, with extreme relu6lance, 
to the tidies of my friends. — I have at 
length refolved on the painful talk of 
giving a faithful account, and throwing a 
new light on my military operations. — How 
could I believe it poflible that I fliould 
ever be fufpe6ted? But in a time of ge- 

■ 
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neral corruption — ^daring villainy is too fuc- 
cefsful in its wifti to blaft and poifon every- 
thing around it. A people who have been 
fo long betrayed fcarce feel any other fen- 
timent than that of fufpicion. They have 
feen fo much perfidy, and been furrounded 
with fuch various enemies, that they no 
longer believe they have any faithful de- 
fenders. In the midft of fuch a confufioi* 
of opinions, the virtuous man would ex- 
perience real difcouragement, if he were 
not fupported by the teftimony of his 
confidence, and the hope of making truth 
triumphant. — If I ftood alone, I fhould 
brave the utmoft efforts of calumny : but 
my filence would be a crime, if it ftiould 
deprive the brave troops who fought under 
my command, and thofe officers who have 
diftinguifhed themfelves both by their ta- 
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lettts and their courage, of the juftice due 
to them. Motives lefs powerful than thefe 
would not have induced me to violate 
the law I had impofed on myfelf, to delay 
the publication of my Memoirs till the 
return of peace. 

This fmall part of them, which the 
misfortunes of the time wring from me* 
will give a triumphant anfwer to the falfe 
affertions of the Ex-diredior Reubell ; who, 
in order to palliate the vices of a mon- 
ftrous adminiftratiort, had the audacity to 
declare, from the tribune of the Council 
of Elders,—*" We have entrufted great mi«* 
" litary power, more extenfive than the 
u Republic ever poffefled in former times j 
u nor can it have been otherwife, fince the 
" very wreck of them has fo impofing an 

8 
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" afpe6t.— Thefe means have been confided 
" to fome men, who have been fuccefsful 
11 till now, and whom fortune has aban- 
" ddned ; and to others whofe glory has! 
" been tarnifhed by misfortunes, but not 
" effaced: — we may {till hope that glory 
u will reattach itfelf to their car" 

This Memoir will, I hope, impofe filericd 
on thofe bafe fpirits who accufe, for the 
fake of accufing, as well as thofe violent 
and wicked men, who would bear down 
integrity and virtue, by the weight of that 
hatred and abhorrence which they alone 
deferve. It will annihilate the reports which 
have been circulated concerning me, — that 
I almoft entirely deftroyed the army ; that 
I placed the confcripts in the advanced 
pofis, and ordered them to be (hot. A re- 
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volting abfurdity, — that the moll atrocious 
malice could alone imagine. The candid 
reader \yill be eafily convinced, that I have 
done much more th^n could be reafonably 
expe6ted from the feeble power entrufted 
to me ; and that I never ceafed to demand 
3 force proportioned to the enemy. He 
will alfo perceive, that the difafters of our 
armies are the fole work of the Directors, 
who ordered the Generals to fight, without 
affording them the means to infure victory. 
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OF 

* THE ARMY OF THE DANUBE, tfr. 



THE Negotiations at Raftadt were now pro- 
tracted to a great length, and did not promife a 
fuccefsful termination.— England agitated all the 
Cabinets of Europe, and Auftria employed an 
extraordinary degree of activity in recruiting its 
armies* It had collected an immenfe magazine 
of arms and warlike ftores of every kind j and all 
its military energies were in a ftate of preparation. 
It muft have been under the influence of a very 
extraordinary delufion, that an expe&ation of 
peace could have been indulged when fuch hof- 
tile difpofitions prefented themfelves on all fides. 

B 
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Rufiia, who, to this moment, had contented 
herfelf with giving protection to the French 
emigrants, publiflied to all the world its defign 
to take a very active part in the war. The 
King of Naples refufed to acknowledge the 
Roman Republic, and, in contempt of the moil 
folemn treaties, received a fquadron of Britifh 
ftiips in its harbours. — Laftly, from the month 
of Fru&idor (September), in thfe fixth year of 
the Republic, every thing prefaged a new coa- 
lition, more terrible, perhaps, than the former 
one ; fince it threatened us at a time when a 
part of our refources were exhauftcd j when the 
genius of fa£tion, the influence of royalifts, the 
prolonged oppreflions of the patriots, and a plan 
of reaction, countenanced by the Machiavelian 
calculations of thofe who governed, had almoft 
annihilated enthufiafm, public fpirit, and the 
love of liberty. Betides, we had not our inde- 
pendence alone to defend, — we had allies to 
protect and to fuftain ; Allies, — whom we could 
not abandon without betraying the moft facred 
duties. 
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It was from the afpeft of thefc dangers, 
whofe extent could not be concealed, that a 
Director requefted me to communicate to him 
my ideas on the military operations which it 
would be neceflary to undertake in cafe of a 
war. 

My patriotifm was influenced by very power- 
ful reafons to prevent my being in hafte to fe- 
tisfy his defire. — I, however, delivered a memo- 
rial to the Director, in which, after taking a ra- 
pid view of our fituation relative to the other 
powers of Europe ; and having made it appear 
that it was abfolutely neceflary to .prepare for 
war, I unfolded the plan of military operations ; 
an account of which I (hall proceed to commu- 
nicate. 

w The Houfe of Auftria," I faid, in this Me- 
moir, " muft have given up every hope of j*- 
" conquering Belgium, more efpecially £ncc the 
" ceflion of Mentz , but it certainly entertains 
" the defign of aggrandizing itfelf in Italy, of 
" deftroying the republics which haVe been ere- 
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" ated there, of protecting the Kings of Sardinia 
u and Naples, and the Duke of Tufcany; inlhort, 
" of re-eftablifliing the ancient order of things in 
u that country. There can be little doubt but it 
" propofes to reftore the ancient form of govern- 
" ment in the Swifs Cantons ; and, perhaps, to 
" appropriate to itfelf a part of them, under the 
" pretext of protecting the whole. There is every . 
" reafon, therefore, to prefume that the princi- 
** pal ftrength of this power will be dire&ed to 
" Italy and the frontiers of Switzerland ; and 
" that it will but feebly defend that part of the 
" empire which is fituated on the left bank of 
" the Danube.— It is equally to be expected, 
" that the King of Naples, the Duke of Tuf- ' 
" cany, and the King of Sardinia, will fupport 
" the interefts of the Houfe of Auftria, and that 
" they will openly declare in its favpur, as foon 
" as circumftances will permit the adoption of 
" fuch a meafure." 

Having made thefe preliminary refle&ions, 
which fubfequent events have fo fully juftified, I 
proceeded as follows 
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<f The whole of the French troops mould be 
" divided into Six Armies. One of fixty thou- 
* c fand men will be employed to conquer the 
u kingdom of. Naples, Tufcany, and Piedmont, 
<f and to convert their governments into repub- 
* c lies. This force {ball alfo be employed to 
" maintain good order and tranquillity in the 
" interior of Italy. 

« A Second Army, of forty thoufand men, 
*' wall be employed to protect Holland, to keep 
" our towns on the Rhine, and to lay ficge to 
* c Ehrenbreitftein, Manheim, and Philipfbourg. 
«* This force will protect the communications 
" and the convoy of the army acting in Ger- 
" many. 

. • ■ 

** An army confiding of eighty thoufand men, 
* called the Army of the Danube, (hall ftretch 
" by the ihorteft line from the Rhine to the Da- 
" nube. — It mail be protected on the left by the 
" latter river, and on its right by the mountains 
" of the Tirol. It (hall be appointed to extend, 
*' by a chain of pofts as far as the Ens. 
i 
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" A Fourth Army, of forty thoufand, men (hall 
" proceed from Switzerland to penetrate into 
« the Tirol : and (hall be deftined to follow the 
** movements of the Armies of the Danube 
" and of Italy* 

" The Army of Italy, confifting of forty 
" thoufand men, fliall attack the enemy in the 
" states of Venice, and fhall take the direction 
M of Clagenfurt. 

* 

" The three laft Armies being united on the 
* Ens, fubjeel: to one Commander in Chief, and 
" in pofleflion of all the roads which lead to 
" Vienna, (hall ftretch on to the capital of 
" Auftria ; where a decifive battle will, with* 
u out doubt, determine the fortune of that 
" state. 

A Sixth body, of twenty thoufand men, (hall 
" remain in Switzerland. 

M Such is the bafis, I added, of a plan for the 
V campaign ; every part of which is fufceptible 
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« of an enlarged fyftem of detail, refpe&jng the 
c * means of carrying it into execution. And 1 
" an offer of ray fervices to illuftrate it; 

Recapitulation of the Troops. 

Amy of Naples 60,000 men. 

Army of Italy . 8o>O0O 

Army of the Tirol 40>ooo 

Army of the Danube 80,000 

Army of Obfervation on the Rhine 40,000 
Army of Obfervation in Switzerland 20,000 

Total . . 320,000 

It appears, according to the operations which 
have fince taken place, that the Directory adop- 
ted that bafis of the plan of the campaign 
which I had propofed, but that it negleaed the 
means of enfuring fuccefs, by falling very fliort in 
the number of troops which I had determined 
to be neceffary for each Army. Experience has 
fince proved that I had not overcharged the 
number which the Ctuation of things required : 
nor did I make a demand which it was not very 
poflible to accomplift, fince the legiflative body 
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had decreed the funds for upwards of four hun- 
dred thoufand men ; while the military confcrip-' 
tion would be fufficient to compleat the defe&ive 
corps and even to form new ones. Real patri- 
otic intentions, and the fimple exercife of com- 
ipop fenfe, would have produced the moft bene- 
ficial efFefts. The Republic would have been 
exalted, its moft brilliant periods would have 
been renewed ; and it had only to avail itfelf of 
the refources which the legiflative body had put 
into its hands, to obtain the moft important advan- 
tages. It could raife armies f§r more numerous 
than thofe of its enemies, and would thereby have 
fpared the effufion of human blood ; becaufe, as 
battles would have been more decifive, they 
muft have been lefs frequent. Brilliant vi&ories 
would then have re-animated the courage of our 
warriors; and their enthufiafm would not have 
been chilled by remaining in a long and painful 
state of defence. The Dire&ory would then 
have economifed the finances of the Republic ; 
it would have faved the inhabitants of our fron-> 
tiers, by enabling the Generals to make the ene- 
my's country the theatre of hoftilities, and to 
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derive from it the maintenance of the troops. To 
have carried on fuch operations it did not require 
the efforts of extraordinary genius : by a wife 
execution of the law that enforced confcription, 
and in checking the difaftrous wafte of public 
money, the Directory would have foon compel- 
led the belligerent powers to demand peace] 

m m I J ■ | 

There is a great hiatus to fill up in our laws ; 
or, to fpeak with greater precifion, it is imperi- 
oufly neceffary that a vigilant attention fhould 
be given to their execution. The legiflative 
body, alarmed at thofe revolting abufes which 
they daily behold, will, doubtlefs, occupy them- 
felves in forming means to obtain clear accounts 
of the funds which they grant for the different 
branches of the public fervicc ; while the word 
refponfibility y which has hitherto pofleffed a vague 
uncertain meaning, will at length acquire a de- 
termined fignirlcation . Then will that immoral 
fyftem ceafe, which has transformed fo. many 
public men into private enemies ; who, fhield- 
ed by the impunity attached to their fituation, 
have created, in the very bofom of our difafters, 

C 
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difhonourable fortunes $ which has deprived the 
people of all confidence ; and taught them to 
confider the greater part of the civil officers, 
as rapacious plunderers: a fyfteta wofully dis- 
couraging to virtue, becaufe in filling every mind 
with fufpicion, it deprives the honeft man of 
the moft delightful of his enjoyments, the 
efteem of his fellow citizens. In patient ex- 
peftation of the tardy hour of juftice, this me- 
moir will prove, whether from treafon or idiot- 
ifm, I fhall not pretend to determine, that 
our Armies on the Rhine, have been entirely 
negle&ed; and that this criminal negligence 
occafioned the fucceffes of our enemies, on 
whom the French name, hitherto, had impreffed 
a fentiment of terror. 

The Executive Directory appeared to be fatif- 
fied with the obfervations that I had communicat- 
ed to them, and offered me the command of an 
army. The recommencement of hoitilities was no 
longer a matter of doubt in my minds and what- 
ever charm, there might be for a republican en- 
joying the auguft title of a representative of the 
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people, and {he honour of participating in the mod 
important deliberations ; thinking, as I did, that 
I mould be more ufeful in the field than in the 
fenate, I did not balance a moment, but quitted 
the chair of the Council of Five Hundred, where 
I at that time prefided, to take the command of 
the Army of Mentz. 

I had the pleafure to receive the molt flatter- 
ing teftimonies of afFeftion from my colleagues. 
A reception, the remembrance of which my 
heart (till cheriflies, awaited me at the place of 
my deftination. I was received with tranfport 
by thofe brave men, to whofe minds my prefence 
recalled the fcenes of their glory; — by thofe 
brave men whom I had conduced in the fame 
campaign, from the banks of the Sambre to 
thofe of the Rhine j and with whom, during the 
following campaign, I forced a barrier, which 
till then had been deemed impregnable. 

■ 

My firft care was to inform myfelf of the firu- 
atlon of the army of which I took the command ; 
and it appeared from the information of General 

C 2 
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Ferino, who was temporary Commander in Chief, 
that it was compofed of thirty-two thoufand and 
eighty-four infantry ; of ten thoufand feven hun- 
dred and eighty-fix cavalry, and four thoufand 
four hundred and thirty-four artillery, compre- 
hending the garrifons of all the places, from 
DuflTeldorf to Huninguen : the whole forming an 
Army of forty-feven thoufand three hundred and 
four men. 

The greater part of thefe troops were dif- 
perfed on the right bank of the Rhine, in the 
duchy of Bergues, in WeftphaKa, and Veteravia, 
as far as the Nidda. The inhabitants of thefe 
countries furnifhed fuftenance for the foldiers, and 
forage for the horfes of the cavalry and artillery. 
The diftrifls on the right bank of the Rhine, in 
the vicinity of Ehrenbreitftein, provided for the 
fubfiftence of the different corps employed in the 
blockade of that fortrefs. The towns, however, 
were without any regular fupply of provifions ; the 
Army was not pofleffed of magazines ; while the 
contractors demanded payment of what was due 
to them, and refufed to furnifh another article of 

• m * 
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any kind. Of fix thoufand horfes which had 
been promifed to remount the cavalry - 9 and 

- 

which, according to the conditions of their pur- 
chafe, ought to have been delivered on the firft 
of Frimaire, (21 Nov.) there arrived but eight 
hundred. Every other branch of the fervice was 
in the fame wretched ftate. The pay of the 
troops was alone efficient, and was obtained 
from the funds that were produced by the con- 
tributions, levied on the countries conquered by 
France, but not yet united to it. 
•••.«»• 

I was compelled to .employ my utmoft exer- 
tions, to controul this alarming flate of affairs. 
I did not delay to inftruft the Directory and rhe 
War Minifter, by a very circumftantial report 
on the fituation of the Army of Mentz. I ad- 
drefled a fecond, on the fixth Frimaire (26 Nov.), 
on the fubjeci of furnifhing with provifions the 
garrifon of Mentz. At length, on the eleventh 
Frimaire (1 Dec), I completed my picture of 
the fituation of the Army, by a third report, 
relative to the fupply oP all the places, within the 
circuit of the Army which I commanded.— I here 
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annex the letter which accompanied the laft 
report. 

" I have the honour to fend you, herewith, 
* a ftatement of the a&ual fituation of the pro* 
<c vifion magazines in the different places com- 
u prifed in the circuit of the Army which I 
" command. You will be convinced, on read- 
* € ing it, that it is impoffible to provide for their 
w defence, if the moft fpeedy and efficacious mea- 
" fures are not adopted, to compel the contrac- 
" tors to fulfill their engagements, and to dif- 
*' tribute to thofe places, t>n which the defence of 
" the frontiers abfolutely depends, the provifions 
«* neceflary to complete their magazines. 

t€ I have already tranfmitted to you an account 
" of the fituation of the Army, and of the Gan> 
* c fon of Mentz ; and I have fubmitted to you the 
ff means, which I think the moft proper to ac- 
** celerate the fupply of provifions. I folicit you, 

therefore, to take my demand into confidera- 
u tion, and to give the particular orders to the 
fC contraftors to ufe the utmoft expedition in 



Digitized by 



[ «5 3 

V providing the different places with the necef- 
" faries of which they (land in need." 

The means I propofed were prompt, certain, 
and of eafy accomplifliment. They tended to 
the comfort of the united countries, and offered 
confiderable advantages to the Republic. Thefe 
departments abound in grain ; but as they poflefs 
no opening for the fale of it, fpecie of any kind 
is very rare, and confequently the colleQion of 
contributions proportionally difficult. The ad- 
miniftrators of the departments la Roer and Mont- 
Tonnere propofed to fupply certain places with 
grain, at the current price, as a dedu£tion of the 
contributions in arrear. This expedient, fo fimple, 
as well as fo conformable to the irfterefts of the 
people, was rejefted : and the reafon is evident, 
the burdenfome and oppreflive mode of contrafts 
was preferred, becaufe certain perfons were to be 
gainers by them. It is not the firft time that the 
fate of the brave defenders of their country has 
been made fubordinate to bafe and fordid con- 
fiderations. Thus it was that the Army remained 
without magazines, and the garrifons without 

t 

provifions. i 
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Nevertheless, an infurre&ion having manl- 
fefted itfclf in the countries formerly known as 
Belgium and Luxembourg, I was obliged to 
detach five battalions from my feeble Army, 
four regiments of cavalry, and a company of light 
artillery, to check the progrefs of this feditious 
fpirit. At the very fame moment, the Minifter 
gave orders that a demi-brigade of the Army of 
Mentz mould march immediately into Switzer- 
land. The letter which he wrote to me on the 
occafion proves, at the fame time, that he was 
convinced how much I flood in, need of rein- 
forcements. It is of fufrkicnt importance to find 
a place in thefe memoirs. 

■ » 

* • • 

u Paris, qth Frimaire, the 7th year of the 
Republic one and indhifible. 

€t The Minifter of War to General Jourdan, 
Commander in Chief of the Army of Mentz. 

♦ 

" The large body of Auftrian forces which 
* have been collected in the Grifons and the 
" Tirol, as well as the pofition of the Army of 
" Italy, oblige me to ftrengthen the right of the 
" Army of Helvetia, and to order it to detach a 

■ 
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<c a corps of four thoufand men into the Canton 
" of Ballinzone, beyond Saint Gothard, to cover 
* c the left of the Army of Italy. 

" This movement Was of a very urgent nature ; 
cc and as the Army of Helvetia would find itfelf 
<c too weak, for the moment, I have given orders 
direftly to General Ghateauneufe-Randon, to 
detach immediately a demi-brigade of the fifth 
military divifion to Bafle ; where it will be at 
c< the difpofition of General Shawembourg. 

KS I therefore folicit you to give fuch orders as 
cc you {hall think proper for its being replaced in 
" the pofition which it fhall have quitted ; if, 
€ * however, it fliould be neceflary to replace it. 

• ■ 

" I am fenfible, my dear General, that the 
«* aftual weaknefs of the Army of Mentz, may be 
" the caufe of your regarding with uneafinefs the 
" departure of a demi-brigade for Switzerland ; 
" but I affure you that it fhall be immediately 
'* replaced : and befides, the formation of a body 
« of Swifs troops, which General Schawerabourg 

D 
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" is ordered to accelerate, and of which fan- 
" guine hopes are entertained, will be employed 
" to reinforce you with feveral demi-brigades 
" at the fame time : they will be either Swifc 
" or drafts from the French Army in Switzer- 
" land f I (hall alfo give directions to the fame 
effect from the interior of the Rhine, as foon 
'* as the confeription and formation of the new 
" corps -.will permit it, which I flatter myfelf 
a wiU be in a very fhort time. 

(Signed) " Scherer." 

From fuch pofitive promifes as thefe, I was 
furely juftified in flattering myfelf with hopes on 
the occafion; and they were realized in the follow- 
ing manner : The 13th Frimaire (December 3), 
a courier arrived from General Joubert, with the 
information that the King of Naples had com- 
menced hoftilities in Italy. 1 had every reafon 
to pre fume that fo weak a power would not 
have dared to attack a powerful Republic which 
had ever been victorious, without an affurance 
of fupport from the Houfe pf Auftria. I con- 
sidered, therefore, this unexpected aggreflion as 
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notice to keep on our guard, I accordingly 
took every precaution to prevent furprize, and to 
put myfeJf in a condition to execute the orders 
of the Directory. I comprefled the cantonments > 
and united the right wing of the Army between 
Strafoourg and Huninguen, and the left between 
the Lahn and the Nidda, which was the line of 
demarcation prefcribed by the treaties. I ordered 
the Generals to haften the formation of the bat- 
talions in garrifon, fo that in cafe of being put 
in motion, the march of the Army would not be 
impeded by confcripts, without arms or clothing. 
At the fame time I wrote a letter to the Execu- 
tive Directory, from which I give the following 
extract. 

» 

€t Frimaire, jtiytar of the Republic, 

u I have this moment received, by a courier 
u extraordinary, a letter from General Joubert, 
H which announces, that the Neapolitans have 
" commenced hoftilities by the attack of the 
" Roman Army. It is to be prefumed that they 
" would not have taken fuch a ftep without the 
* certainty of being powerfully feconded by the 

P 2 
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M Auftrians. General Joubert there folicits me 
<c to give fuch a pofition to the Army of Ment2, 
" that the Emperor may not be at liberty, to em- 
" ploy his whole force in Italy : but the weak 
" date of my Army, will not permit me to dif- 
" turb the enemy by any very important difpo- 
" Ction. 

" I ardently defire the arrival of the reinforce- 
w ments, which the Minifter of War promifed 
" me, in order that I may take a refpeftable 
<c pofition : but what can I do with twelve demi- 
" brigades, and from eight to nine thoufand 
" cavalry, comprehending the troops in garrifon, 
" difperfed over eighty leagues. What move- 
" ment can I undertake, having the conquered 
" countries to maintain, and the blockade of 
" Ehrenbreitftein to form and to cover. All the 
" accounts and information which I receive an- 
" nounce an approaching rupture. You will fee, 
" on the perufal of the annexed paper, which 
u comes from very refpeclablc authority, how far 
<c we may reckon on the good faith of theAuftrian 
" Cabinet. I am inftructed by another account, 
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f*« which has been fent me from Manheim, that 

> 

t* f an officer of artillery and an Auftrian commif- 
** fary, are arrived there, in order to evacuate that 
" place of its ordnance, and to conduS it to 
" Phillipfbourg ; where Auftrian cannoneers, dif- 
" guifed as fimple inhabitants, are to be con- 
- *' ducted, in order to ferve it. 

* 

* In thefe circumftances, Citizens Dire&ors, I 
,f muft entreat you to communicate to me your 
" plan of the campaign, in cafe of a rupture, 
€t that I may be able to confider and make my- 
" felf completely matter of it. In order to pre- 
" vent all portability of furprize, I am proceed- 
u ing to take every neceflary precaution ; and 
" have in confequence, &c. &c." 

The Minifter of War, who had alfo been in- 
formed by General Joubert of the renewal of 
hoftilities in Italy, wrote to me on the 16th 
Frimaire (6 Dec), the following letter: 

: 

* w 

" I acquaint you, my dear General, that the 
^Neapolitans have commenced hoftilities, arai 

i 
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#< attacked the French troops in the Roman 

* Republic. General Championet has orders to 
** give them battle. 

" Sardinia, at the fame time, is in arms againft 
* c us; and the Army of General Joubert is on 
fC its march to Turin, to poffefs itfelf of Pied- 
*' mont, and to fecure our communications, by 

* that ftate, with the Cifalpine Republic. 

,c It does not yet appear that the Auftrians 
w have made any hoftile movement ; but, at all 
** events, you will take fuch precautions as your 
" military difcretion fhall dictate in the prefent 
" circumftances, and direfl all the general officers 
" under your command to be vigilant, and in 
" fuch a ftate of preparation as your a£tual force 
" will permit. 

u I am endeavouring, by all the means in my 
** power, to accelerate the formation of the new 
" demi-brigades, in order that you may receive 
** the neceffary reinforcements. In the mean time, 
• c nothing is neglected that may haften the levy 
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* of fix Swifs'demi-brigades, which arc appoint- 
** ed to reinforce the Army of Helvetia ; which 
'* will, in faS, be an acceffionof ftrength to you. 

' " Be perfuaded, my dear General, that I will 
<f do every thing that depends upon me, to put 
" you in a condition to enfure vi&ory to the arms 
« of the Republic." 

In the account I gave to the Dire&ory and to 
the Minifter, of the meafures I had taken to 
prevent all furprize, and to make the moft of the 
very weak Army under my command, I repeat- 
edly called their attention to the very mortifying 
and painful fituation in which I was placed. I 
earneftly called for reinforcements, and did not 
conceal the imminent dangers that threatened 
me. At all events, my correfpondence remains, 
and will juftify me in the opinion of every juft 
and honeft man. As for the unjuft and the 
malignant} as thofe who are interefted in 
heaping blame upon me, I fliall not endeavour, 
for a moment, to convince them, as they are pre- 
pared to {hut their eyes againft the moft ineon- 
teftible evidence. * 
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In this manner did I exprefs myfclf in a letter 
to the Minifter of War, on the 19th Frimaire 
(9th December). 

" It is not to be doubted, if the war mould 
" recommence, that the Auftrians will prefent 
" themfelves before me with a great fuperiority 
" of force ; and I afk,— What fhall I be able to 
" do with fuch a feeble army as mine ? 

■ 

" I recall, therefore, with great earneftnefs, 
** to your remembrance, the promife you have 
<c made to fend me reinforcements ; without which 
" I cannot flatter myfelf that I fhall be able to 
" refill the efforts that the enemy will, undoubt- 
<c edlv, make to throw me back upon the left 
" bank of the Rhine, in order to facilitate its 
" operations againft the Army of Italy. 

" I muft alfo obferve to you, that, by contracl- 
€< ing my cantonments, the army will find it a 
" difficult matter to fuftain itfelf, the country be- 
" ing actually exhaufted, and forage becoming 
" every day more fcarce. On the Upper Rhine 
" they arc in want of if altogether. 
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€t I have alfo informed you, that there are no 
« magazines \ and that the garrifons are with- 
" out any ftore of provifion. In (hort, our fitu- 
" arion ftill anfwers the diftrefling defcription 
" which I have already made known to you, 
" by my preceding communications. 

" In fuch a critical fituation, Citizen Minifter, 
" it is my duty to expofe to you the urgent na- 
" ture of our neceflities $ being perfuaded that 
" you will do every thing that depends on your 
" exertions to fecure the fafety of this frontier, 
" by fending me thofe reinforcements which 
" are abfolutely indHpenfable as well as by 
" taking into your moft ferious confideration 
" our prefent wants, as they relate to horfes, 
" provifions, and money for the reparation of 
" the pontoons and train of artillery, 

" But be that as it may, I will do my utmoft 
" to prove myfelf worthy of the confidence with 
" which the government has honoured me ; and 
" I mail endeavour to employ the army in the 
< c beft manner poflible, by refitting the attacks 
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" of the enemy, till you have enabled me to 
" aflume an offenfive appearance: but unlefs 
" that is effected, there is every reafon to appre- 

hend, that, encouraged by my inactivity, the 
" Emperor will turn all his force towards Italy, 
" and obtain advantages to which he could have 
<f no pretentions, if I were in a condition to 
" take active meafures on the opening of the 

campaign." 

I did not fuffer the Directory or the Minifter 

• 

to remain ignorant of the fituation of the army, 
I did not ceafe my felicitations for affiftance in, 
men, provifions, and horfcs ; and continually in- 
filled on the abfolute neceffity of affording me 
immediate fupplies. What a ftrange fatality, — r 
what a crooked policy, what fecret combinations, 
have rendered my entreaties fruitlefs ! I have, 
however, fulfilled my duty, and my confcience is 
at reft. The republic, however, has experienced 
great misfortunes from this neglect of me - 9 — 
thoufands of brave men have perifhed from the 
fame caufe ; and foldiers accuftomed to com- 
mand victory have fuffered defeats. But let thefe 
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tnisforturies be attributed to the power, which 
contented itfelf .with making promifes that it 
never realifed ; which gave orders to pafs the 
Rhine without providing the means of engaging 
in an advantageous conteft with the enemy. Is 
the General then to be punifhed for the defective 
energy of the LegiQature ? Is he to expiate, by 
the moll affli&ing difgrace, the courageous re- 
finance with which he oppofed thofe meafures 
that were inconfiftent with the rights of the 
people ? What unheard of vengeance ; that a 
whole army mould be facrificed to ruin one man I 
What idea can be formed of the confcience, the 
morality, and the patriotifm of an adminiftration 
capable of thefe combinations ? Such abomina* 
ble conceptions are worthy the tyrannical genius 
of Machiavel, that deadly enemy of freedom. 

The Directory appeared, neverthelefs, to feel 
the neceflity of an army on the Rhine, that mould 
be ftrong enough to undertake ofFenfive opera- 
tions, at the opening of the campaign : and it 
muft be epnfidered as a great misfortune, that 
the prortfifes of the Minifter, in his letter of the 
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Frimaire (nth December), of which I (hall 
prefent an extract, were not carried into effect. 

" I acquaint you, Citizen General, that it is 
" the defire of the Executive Directory, that you 
" immediately remove your head-quarters to 
" Strafbourg, and that you detach to the Upper 
" Rhine twelve battalions of foot, and fix regt- 
" ments of horfe. 

<c Though it does not appear probable, at 
*' prefent, that the Auftrians meditate an 
" attack upon us; neverthelefs, I recommend 
" you to pay a very diligent attention to their 
" feveral movements. 

" I am employed, at this time, in contriving to 
i( fend you a reinforcement of troops. The 27th 
" and 89th demi-brigades are already under 
" marching orders to join the army of Mentz. 

" I fhall fend you eight other demi-brigades, 
" as foon as the new demi-brigades, de- 
,f figned to replace them in the interior, are or- 
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" ganized : and I aflure you, that I exert myfclr 4 
* € to the utmoft in accelerating the formation of 
cc thefe new corps, in order to fupply you, as 
€C foon as poflible, with the neceffary reinforce- 
« merit. . 

" The Helvetic Directory has agreed to fur- 
niih France with fix complete demi- brigades ; 
and I have juft remitted the funds for the or- 
ganization of thefe corps, which, 1 hope, will 
" be ready in a month. This levy, which Schaw , 
embourg is employed to form, will enable 
you to draw from Switzerland feven French 
demi-brigades to reinforce the Army of the 
" Danube. 

" As I have already informed you, the Army 
iC of Helvetia forms the right of your army, we 
{hall accordingly ftrengthen it, in concert with 
you, with the force it requires ; and will fend 
to your army its fupernumerary troops. 

" It is at this time compofed of thirteen demi- 
4< brigades, four regiments of light cavalry, four 



6C 



[ 3° ] 

** companies of light artillery, and ten compa- 
<f nies of artillery infantry* 

" That of Mentz confifts of eleven demi-bri* 
" gades, comprehending the 66th, which is in 
" Belgium, twenty-fix regiments of dragooris, 
" Including the four which are in the nine united 
u departments, and the third regiment of Huf* 
4C fars, which is at Liege, with fourteen compa- 
" nies of horfe, and thirty-eight companies of 
" foot artillery. 

u If the confcripts arrive* as I hope, to com* 
plete your brigades, the two demi-brigades 
" of Holland fliall remain with you : fo that your 
" army will then confift of thirteen demi-bri- 
" gades m 9 to which will be added two more that 
" I am on the point of fending you. 

" In fifteen days, or two decades, I reckon 
« that you will have thirty battalions, properly 
" equipped and fit for actual fervice ; and, in a 
" fhort time after, I fliall endeavour to difpatch 
" to you eight other demi-brjgades, forming fix* 
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" teen battalions, which will make :} total of 
<" forty-fix. 

The organized Swifs, and the battalions fur- 
« nilhed by Switzerland, will form fourteen more, 
fC fo that your army will then confift of fixty 
" battalions, which is the whole augmentation 
" that my efforts can produce for your army. 

c: It is fome time fince I have ordered a levy 
a of lix thoufand Horfes to reinforce your caval- 
" ry ; and within fix decades I have commanded 
" afecondlevy of fix thoufand more; fo that 

previous to the opening of the campaign 
" your army will, I hope, be augmented with 
** fix thoufand horfes, and that the reft will 
" follow, 

cc I have alfo ordered fifteen hundred artillery 
u horfes for your Army, and I have given direc- 
« tions that all thofe which are in the interior 
" (hall befent to you ; fo that your wants in that 
** particular will not only be fupplied but ex- 
* c ceeded. 
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• <c At the opening of the campaign, therefore, 
" fuppofing that our enemies do not begin too 
" foon for us,*your Army will confiilof fixtyjaat- 
" talipns : that of Helvetia will contain twelve 5 
" befides eighteen Svvifs battalions, thirty 
" regiments of cavalry, eighteen companies 
" of light, and forty eight of infantry artillery. 

" There will remain alfo in garrifon, to guard 
" the fortreffes behind you, thirty battalions, 
" with feme regiments of cavalry." 

The perufal of this letter overcame me with 
joy ; and made me look forward to the return of 
thofe days of profperity, whofe remembrance 
was equally dear to the General and his Army.> 
In the tranfport of enthufiafm which I felt on 
the occafion, I exclaimed, in the prefence of fe- 
vcral of my officers, " If the Minifter keeps his 
" word, before the end of the campaign, I fliall 
" be at Vienna/'— In faft, was it pofiible for me 
to harbour a fufpicion, that the reputation of a 
Genera], the glory of an Army, and the fortune 
pf the Republic, would be facrificed to concerted 
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plans of treachery. However, the demi-bri- 
gades which were promifed me from the inte- 
rior were not arrived, even when I quitted th# 
Army, and the fix Swifs demi-brigades were 
never formed. It will appear, on the contrary, 
that the regiments of cavalry entered on the 
campaign with no more than from two hundred 
and fifty to three hundred borfes: and that 
when the Army of the Danube received orders 
to pafe ttye Rhine, it confided of twenty-eight 
battalion*, inftead of the fixty which had been 
prpmifcd to my hopes. 

After fuch a detail, the Commander in Chief 
will no longer be calumniated ; and admiration 
and gratitude will wait upon thofe brave warri- 
ors, whofe courage was not abafted by the fu- 
periority of the enemy againft whom they com- 
bated with republican intrepid^. . 

I anfwered the Minifter the 26th Frimaire, 
06th December). After giving him an ac- 
count of the orders I had iffued for the execu- 
tion of the movement which had been pre- 
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(bribed to me, and having urged him to xert 
himfelf refpefting the fubfiftance of the Army, 
I continued as follows i 

* 

* r I return you thanks, Citizen Minifter, for 
u the details you have given me refpefting the 
" reinforcements that you propofe to fend me. 
" If circumftances will permit you to execute 
" your defign, and if the Auftrians delay their 
* commencement of the campaign, I (hall be 
" very fenfible of the pains you will have taken 
" to give me fo fine an Army ; and I will en- 
" deavour hereafter to make it triumph over the 
" enemies of the Republic." 

f 

r 

While I was condemned to a painful (late of 

ina&ivity, and waited in vain the accomplifti- 

ment of the brilliant promifes which had been 

made me, new fcccefles gave frefh fplendor to 

the armies of the Republic. Championet, at 

the head of ah handfull of brave men, repulfed 

the Neapolitan Army, and every tlung feemed 

to juftify the prefage, that Naples would not 

long refift thefe intrepid heroes. Who could 

i 
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have believed, that fuch prodigies of valour 

- 

fliould have been loft to the liberty of the peo- 
ple ; that they (hould have ferved only to prefent 
fuch an extraordinary fpe&acle, as that of a con- 
quering General, puniftied by a Republican 
Government for having overturned a throne. Vir- 
tue was accufed by crime, bafenefs triumphed over 
heroifm ; while that fine country the conqueft of 
a few days, became the prey of thofe infatiable 
blood-fuckers, which have diftionoured the French 
name by their violence and extortion. — At length, 
deprived of its defenders, it fubmitted again to 
the yoke of its ancient matters ; offering the hor- 
rid picture of profcription and revenge ; as well 
as of the puniftiment, captivity and death of thofe 
high-minded men and generous enthuliatts, whofe 
hearts had glowed at the name of liberty ; who 
had called us to them by their wiftes, and had 
fupported us by their courage ! what a wretch 
he muft be, who can view thefe mournful fcenes, 
without feeling his heart opprefled and his eyes 
moiftened with tears ; without being tranfported 
with indignation .againft the authors of fuch nu- 
uierous difafters, Such an one, has neither the 
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feelings of a man or a citizen, and is fiot left efc 
tranged from humanity than from his country. 

It was at the epocha of this brSfiant Conqueft, 
that the Auftrians made certain movements on , 
the Lech and the Adige. They formed 1 * June- 
tion of their troops, and feemed difpofed to 
commence hoftilities. The Executive Dire&ofy 
received frorn their diplomatic agents the raol? 
pofitive information of this circumftance^ which 
rhey tranfmitted to me : and, on the 24th Ni- 
vofe, (January 13th,) I addreffed the following 
Tetter to them. 

** Citizens Dire&ors ; I have received the in-* 
4 * telligence, conveyed to me in your difpatchof 
" the 1 8th, on the motions of the Auftrian 
" Troops. I have alfo received, from my emif- 
ff faries, the fame information as that which you 

have tranfmitted to me. General Maflena has 
" conveyed to me a letter of General Joubert, 
" which announces the junction of the Auftrian 
M Troops on the £dige, and that they mani- 
u totted a difpofition to attack him. An Army 
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of Ikcty thoufarid men is alfo forrned oa the 
tc Lech v and* from all appearances, the Auftrian* 
" ibeditafe the recontaneneement of hoftilitieB. 

• 

■ r | 

" Ahhongh I fcive already, and witlv frequent 
* c remonftrances, made knowA to yoif the real 
** fituation of the Army; I confider it as my 
* duty, in the prefeht ehxumftanceSj to reprc- 
* c lent as coricifely a* poffible, the pielure of it« 
" prefent ftate and condition, 

" The Army now confifts of twelve demi-bri* 
u gades of infantry, which form twenty^fout bat- 
" talions for the field, arid twelve battalions for 
he garrifons. 



« 



> « The twelve garrifori battalions are difperfed 
" in different places on the Rhine, from DufleU 
dorf to Huninguen. Only a part of them are 
armed and equipped ; nor can they be pro- 
vided with what they want, till the arms and 
" clothing are arrived. 



«< 



The places of the firft line are without any 
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* (teres of provifions, and it becomes me to in- 

* form you, that notwithftanding all the promi- 
" fes which have been made to that effe&, they 

* are deftitute of every thing : — at the prefent 

€# moment, the provisions at Mentz are exhauft- 
«« ec |. ****** 

<c The magazines of the Army continue 

* to be in the fame ftate, as I have already 
" reprefented in my different reports. The 
cc Army is maintained from day to day, and 
" frequently by very extraordinary means: 
cc and I muft add, that, without the zealous ex- 
•* ertions of the adminiftrators of the depart- 
** ments of the Upper and Lower Rhine, and 
" the good will of their inhabitants, the fer- 
cc vice muft have entirely failed, at the very 
" moment when the troops arrived at their def- 
" tination, 

u I have already faid that the Army contain- 
u ed twenty-four battalions : I Should alfo have 
* c added, that it has nine thoufand horfe, and 
a five thoufand artillery. 
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« After the furrender of Ebrenbreitftein, th* 
Army, capable of entering upon action, wiM 
amount to about thirty-three thoufand men. 



<€ 

■ 



" The French Army in Helvetia, which is 
*' given in charge to me, by the letter of the 
'VMinifter, dated the ift of Frimaire, (iftof 
*' December,) to regulate its movements and 
" military operations, is compofed of thirteen 
<c demi-brigades of infantry, four regiments of 
f* light cavalry, four companies of light and ten 
*' companies of infantry artillery, which will 
€t form an Army fit for fervice of about thirty 
*' thoufand men. 

" As it does not belong to me to take cogni- 
" zance of what paffes in Switzerland, I do not 
49 know how General Maffena will difpofe 
99 of his Army ; and if the thirteen battaliont 
99 in garrifon, out of the thirteen demi-bri- 
** gades which are in Switzerland, will be fuffi* 
99 cient to preferve the tranquillity of the coiu> 
* try. But fuppofing that to be the cafe, you 
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" inuft perceive, Citizens Dire&ors, that the 

* whole difpofabl* force of the Rspubjic, front 

* Mount Saint Gothafd to Dufleldorf, coofifts 

* of two Armies, which together amount to 
" no more than fixty three thoufand men. 

■ ■ 

Having thus brought to your view, Citizens 

* Direftors, the real fituationof our a£Hve foece, 

* permit me to fay one word upon that which 
& the enemy may oppofe to us. 

* • * » ♦ . 

According to the various accounts which 
" have reached me, Auftria has an actual Army 
*' of three hundred and twenty thoufend men. 
u Nor is there any reafon whatever to doubt of 
" the fpeedy approach of a Rufllan corps. * * * 

• 1 

* By this ftatement you muft perceive, that if 
" the enemy marches two hundred thoufand 

* men into Italy, there will flill remain an im- 
14 menfe fuperiority over the Armies of Alentz 
4i and Helvetia. I do not pretend to be initiated 

* in diplomatic fecrets, but I feel it my duty, in 
« my Character as Commander in Chief, to 
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w whom you have beei> pleafed to entruft, the 
0 fafety of this frontier of the Republic, to ob- 
w ferve, that it would be highly imprudent to 
u march our troops into the Tyrol and Bavaria 
" if we did not poffefs an Army of Obfervation 
u on the Rhine ; without which Holland, our 
«' fortreffes on the Rhine and in Belgium, * * 

<c ******** ****** 

««** * * * * * ******* 

«c * * * * * * * ******* 

" in fhort, the communications of the Army, 
" would be expofed to the attacks of the ene- 
w my's troops, who will certainly quit Bohemia 
" to approach the Maine. 

" The Minifter of War, by his letter of the 
<€ 21ft Frimaire (nth December), had encou- 
" raged me to hope that the Armies of Mentz 
t€ and Helvetia would be advanced to ninety 
" battalions for the field, thirty regiments of 
" cavalry, eighteen companies of light, and 
" eighteen companies of infantry artillery. If I 
" could flatter myfelf that I fliould poflefs fuch 
« a body of troops under my command, at the 
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" opening of the campaign, I fliould be animat- 
" ed with the hope of adding new luftre to the 
" arms of the Republic : but as their arrival de- 
" pends on the raifing, the organizing, the arm- 
* ing and equipment of the Swifs demi-brigades, 
u and of feveral demi-brigades in France ; as I 
€t well know, from the information which I have 
" received, that thefe operations are very tardy in 
" their advancement ; as, in fliort, there is every 
" appearance that the Auftrians will not delay 
" the recommencement of hoftilities ; I have too 
" much reafon to apprehend that the promifes 
" of the Minifter will be too late in their ac- 
u complimment. But be that as it may, Citi- 
u zens Directors, I will do the utmoft in my 
" power, with the troops that are allotted me, 
" to prove myfelf worthy of your confidence ; 
" and if I cannot, from the inadequate means I 
" poflefs, fulfil all my wiQies, I flatter myfelf 
" tli at I (hall be fo fortunate as to check the 
(< fuperior force of the enemy, and to retain the 
" conquefts we have won. ******* 
^ * * * * * ♦ * *> 
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I fupprefs many other letters, to avoid a tire- 
fome repetition. But in alL of them I continu- 
ally reverted to the fame object, — the afflicting 
defcription of the Army. Entreaty fucceeded 
entreaty to obtain fuccour ; nor was I wanting 
in my remonftrances on the evils to which the 
troops would be expofed, if reinforcements and 
fupplies were delayed. But I never received any 
anfwer whatever from the Directory, and flatter- 
ing promifes were all I received from the Mi« 
nifter. 

In the mean time, General Dallemagne in- 
formed me, 6th Pluviofe (12th January), that 
the garrifon of Ehrenbreitftein had propofed to 
evacuate the place. That fortrefs, though it be- 
longed to the empire, had been blockaded by 
the troops of the Republic, according to the or- 
ders of the Executive Directory. As the garri* 
fon, in this fituation, could not receive any fuc- 
cour, it was at length reduced to fuch a ftate as 
to be wholly without fubfiftence. 

» 

f 
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The Commanding Officer at firft propofed to 
leave a company of his garrifon by way of fafe- 
guard ; he demanded alfo to take with him all 
the artillery, ammunition, train-equipage, and 
military efTe&s. This propofition was reje&ed ; 
and the Imperial Commander, confcious of the 
impofiibility of holding out any longer, made 
the following propofitions to General Dallemagne, 
which were accepted. 

" Ehrenbreitftein, i$d January 1799. 

1 

M The Commanding Officer of the Fortrefs of Ehren- 
' « breitfiein to Citizen Dallemagne, General of 
" Divifion, commanding the blockade of the faid 
" Fortrefs. 

" Citizen General, 

• 

" My propofition of yefterday refpe&ing the 
" manner in which I had defigned to evacuate 
" Ehrenbreitftein, although founded on the prin- 
«' ciples which I had laid down in the declara- 
" tion, contained in the fame letter, not having 
f< obtained your afTent ; nothing remains for me, 
« Citizen General, but to fend you the arrange* 
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« ment agreed upon, in the converfation held 
" by you and the officers who had been autho- 
w rifed by me for that purpofe; viz, 

<c Art. i. The garrifon under my command 
" fhall evacuate the fort the 27 th January, at 
€< nine o'clock in the morning. It (hall be form- 
'* ed in two columns 5 the firft of which fhall 
" take up their quarters at Montauber, and the 
** fecond at Wallendard and its neighbourhood, 
u from which it (hall depart on the 28 th. 

" Art. 2. The garrifon (hall march out with' 
" drums beating, colours flying, lighted matches, 
" and their arms and baggage. 

" Art. 3. It fhall take with it two field* 
" pieces for each battalion, and one caiflbon, 
" making a total of feven fix, and two four- 
a pounders. 

* 

" Art. 4 The battalions fhall take with them 
u their tents and camp utenfils, in carriages or 
u on horfes, which fhall be provided for their 

x 



Digitized by 



[ 46 ] 

u tranfport; as well as the records,, archives, 
" and every thing that is not absolutely attached 
" to the place. 

u Art. 5. As the garrifon is provided with 
u a very fmall number of horfes, for the tranf- 
" port of the artillery, military effects, and bag- 
" gage, the neceffary meafures mail be taken 

to furnifti it with faddle and draught horfes, 
" as well as waggons, till it has paffed the line 
* of neutrality. 

" Art. 6. It fliall direS its route by Frank- 
" fort on the Maine, pafling through Mont- . 
" aubar, Limbourg, Camberg, and Haenickein, 
" where the whole mail arrive on the 2d of 
€< February. It fhall receive every kind of con- 
u venience and accommodation, be allowed to 
" make fhort marches, with one day of reft 
" for the firft column at Limbourg on the Lahn, 
" and for the fecond at Montaubar. 

<r Art. 7. It fhall be. fufficiently furniflied 
" with bread, meat, and forage, till its arrival 
" at the line of neutrality. 
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" Ar.t. 8. The officers who cannot take all 
«' their effe&s with them fliall be allowed to 
<f depofit the remainder at Thai, or in any other 
" place which they mail chufe. They (hall alfo 
" be at liberty to difpofe of them, and perfeft 
cc fecurity (hall be granted. The fame perraif- 
<c fion mail be allowed refpetting the archives, 
u &c. which, on account of their bulk, will not, 
" at prefent, admit of being tranfported. 

* Art. 9. The invalids, whether officers or 
" foldiers, &c. the individuals of the body-guard 
*' of his Highnefs the Ele&or of Treves, who 
<c are not in a ftate to perform military duty, as 
" well as the artifts, tradefmen, &c. (hall remain 
** at Thai; or mail obtain, if they require it, 
" the neceffary paflports, to remove with their 
** efFe&s, and without obftruQion, wherever 
" they fliall think proper. 

1 

" Art. 10. The fick, who cannot be tranf- 
" ported, fliall remain in the lower fortrefs, 
* { which they now occupy. They fliall be taken 
46 care of at the cxpence of their Sovereign, by 
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u the officers of health who fliall be left for that 

1 

" purpofe, with an officer and a detachment of 
" ten men. On the re-eftablifliment of their 
" health, they fliall follow the garrifon, fubje& 
H to the fame conditions. 

«* Art. 11. The ladies of the officers, with the 
" wives and children of the foldiers who do not 
" accompany the garrifon, (hall enjoy perfeft fecu- 
* rity in their perfons and properties ; and fhall 
" have the liberty to remain at Thai, or to remove 
tf to any place agreeable to themfelves. 

* c Art. 12. The Garrifon fliall take away, be- 
" fides the arms which the foldier carries in his 
" own perfon, thofe which belong to their re- 
" fpeftive companies. 

" Receive the affurance of my high efteem, and 
« of the diftinguilhcd confideration with which 
"lam, 

" Citizen General, 
" Your very humble 

M And very obedient fervant, 
" (Signed) Colonel de Faber." 
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u The twelve articles above cited are received, 
and accepted by me, General of Divifion, com- 
* manding jthe blockade of Ehrenbreitftein. 

(Signed) " Dallemagne." 

Coblcntz, the 5th Pluriofe (24 Jan.), in 
the 7th Year of the French Republic, 
one aiid .in<liyi^ible. ,, 

The ppfleffion of this place procured great 
advantages to the Republic. Jt reftored to the 
acYive fervice of the Army, the troops which 
were employed in the blockade of it, and fecures 
a place of retreat to the forces who are in fervice 
on the Maine, by its ftrong tete de pont, on the 
ri^ht bank of the Rhine, It alfo offers an open?- 
ing, by which the Armies of the Republic may 
with great eafe penetrate into Germany, a counr 
try, which, if we may be allowed to form con- 
jectures from political probability, will long cpn- 
tinue to be the theatre of war. In the fort was found 
144 brafs and 48 iron cannon, 90,443 balls of 
every calibre, 15,229 bombs, 60,000 grenades, 
4900 artillery powder cartridges, 400P ball car- 
tridges, near a million of cartridges for the in- 
faptry, 376,000 pounds of common powder, 

H 
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6ooo pounds of fine powder, 38,000 bullets, 
5197 mufquets of different calibres, 2880 car- 
tridge boxes, with howitzers, and other military 
ftores. 

In my account to the Directory of the furren- 
der of Ehrenbreitftein, I difcharged a duty and 
felt a pleafure, in offering to General Dallemagne 
and the troops which he commanded, the tribute 
of praife which they had fo well deferved. — The 
following letter expreffecl my fentiments on the 
fubjeft : 

" General Dallemagne fpeaks in very advan- 
" tageous terms of all the corps who have been 
u employed at the blockade of Ehrenbreitftein, 
f and in a particular manner of certain officers. 

" I entreat you, Citizen Dire&ors, to afford 
" to the latter the teftimony of your approbation, 
" which, on every account, they fo well merit. 
" General Dallemagne has alfo a claim to -the 
" higheft praife. He accelerated the reduction 
" of the place, by his aftiyity, his zeal^ and 
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k< military difpofitions. — You have juft granted 
Cf him the retreat which he folicited, and he well 
* deferves that fome proof of your regard fhould 
u accompany it.*' 

My impatience for the completion of the 
Minifter's promifes encreafed in proportion as a 
renewal 'of hoftilities became more decided. 
The agents and emiflaries of Government had 
fufficiently inftrucled me on that fubjedt. — Was 
it poflible for me to believe, that there could 
exift any other intereft than that of the Republic ; 
br any other wifti but to preferve it ? Sufpicion 
had never yet found accefs to my heart. If 
ignorance can ever be a bleffing, it is when it 
prevents us from difcovering the wickednefs of 
men ; and furrounds us with pleafing delufions. 
If, however, the truth is at length unfolded 
to us, we become a prey to grief and dejec- 
tion ; we defpair of the age in which we live ; 
and are almoft compelled to hate mankind, 
when we /ee the corruption of which they are 
capable; 



- . . • 
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Inftead of reinforcements fo often demanded, 
and as often promifed, I received a general in- 
ftru&ion for the feveral Armies, and a ftatement 
of the compofition of the Armies on the Rhine ; 
which, without giving me one additional man, 
feemed to fubjeft one hundred and fifty thoufand 
to my difpofal. I cannot difpenfe with prefent- 
ing this document to the public, that it may per- 
ceive with what addrefs and perfidy my demands 
were. eluded •> and be able to trace, with greater 
facility, the events that followed. 

Inftruclions on the Deftination and general Movements 
of the Armies on aclual Service at the Moment when 
Hofiilities Jkall he renewed* 

If hofiilities mould be renewed in Germany 
and Italy, there will be five Armies in a ftate of 
preparation for actual fervice. The Army of 
Mentz, the Army of Helvetia, an Army of Ob- 
fervation on the Rhine, the Army of Italy, and 
the Army of Rome. 

The French Army in the Batavian. Republic, 
will continue, till it receives further orders, to 
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cover the frontiers and territory of that Republic. 
But it may fuffer a reduction of from fifteen to 
twenty thoufand men ; and the furplus of its 
forces mail be appropriated to the Army of Ob- 
fervation. 

Tie Difpojition and Defoliation of the Armies on actual 

Service. 

The Army or Mentz. 

As foon as hoftilities fhall be renewed, the 
Army of Mentz, compofed, according to the 
annexed table, of about forty-fix thoufand men, 
of every military denomination, is particularly 
deftined to aft in Suabia and Bavaria. 

* 

This Army muft be immediately provided with 
a park of Artillery, magazines of provifions, 
carriages, equipments, and commiflaries, pro- 
portioned to its ftrength, and regulated accord- 
ing to its deftination ; which is to be conftantly 
acting in a country varied by plains and defiles, 
and fometimes interfered by rivers. 

♦ 

It (hall be collected, with the lead poffible delay, 
between Huninguen and Landaif, and difpofed 
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in filch a manner, as to be able to make its way"" 
into Suabia by Kehl and Huninguen, oil the firft 
order of the Dire&ory, or the firft ac! of hoflility^ 
on the part of the Auftrian*. 

It mall advance by rapid marches, and in feve- 
ral columns, to the fources of the Danube, by 
traverfing the Black Mountains. It will proceed 
from thence, between that river and the Lake of 
Conftance ; its right pufliing forward beyond the 
Lake, fo as to bear upon Bregentz. 

On a fuppofition, that, from the pofition or 
force of the enemy, or by gaining upon him 
from very aclive marches, the Army of Mentz 
could advance at once to the Upper Lech ; if 
(hould make that movement, and Execute it 
with the utmoft rapidity, to prevent the Auftriani 
from pafling that rivet. 

The probability of fuccefs in this expedition 
is particularly applicable to the fuppofition that 
hodilities may be commenced by the French 
Army* 
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When the Army of Mentz is arrived at the 
Panube, it fliall take the name of the Army of 
the Danube. Its right will then be fupported 
by the left of the Army of Helvetia, and it will 
confider as a principal objeclr, the facilitating the 
march of the latter into the Grifons and the 
Tyrol. The fucceflive movements that it will be 
able to make, op die Lech, the Ifer, and the 
Jnn, mutt be regulated by the difpofitions of the 
enemy ; having it always in view to poflefs the 
openings of the Tyrol by Bavaria, 

» 

The Army of Helvetia. 

The Army of Helvetia, compofed of about 
thirty thoufand men, and to which will be added 
the Helvetic demi-brigades, who ar? in a ftate 
to enter on the campaign, is deltined to invade 
the country of the Grifons and the Tyrol. . 

The left and the centre of this Army will pafs 
the Rhine, ^between Bregentz and Moyenfield : 
part of which is to advance upon Coire, an4 
part upon Bregentz, of which it is to get pof? 

Mm- • 
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The right of the Army of Helvetia, compofed 
of the demi-brigades which are at Ballinzone, 
and fupported by an equal number of troops, 
detached from the Army of Italy in the Walte- 
iine, Ihall march to Glarentz by the Walteline, 
and from thence to Botzen and Brixen. 



The left and the centre of that Army, after 
having got poiferTion ot Bregentz and of Coire, 
and after leaving fufficient troops to guard thofe 
points, will unite to gain the fource' bf 4he Inn, 
by forcing all the paflages up to Infpr&k, of 
whiph they will render thcmfelves matters; 

T.. y "V¥heh the right of the Army is arrived at 
f itfwcenv me Army of Italy will be able, if cir- 
•cjjmftances require it, to withdraw its troops 



frbm thence, if it lhould be prelfed by a fii- jfe 
peribr enemy, or be any way neceflary to its ^,;^ ^ 
opinions. 




in the Army of Helvetia has poflefTed 
jtjfelf of Bregentz, it will affurne "the name of 
the Army of the Tyrol. It is under the com- 
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mand of General Maflcna, but in all the grand 

movements and operations of the war, fubordi- 
nate to the Commander in Chief of the Army of 
Mcntz. 

In confequcnce of this difpofition, the Com- 
mander in Chief of the latter Army, may, as 
circumstances require, draw off to his right and 
employ a part of the Army of Helvetia, obferv- 
ing, at the fame time, that it is absolutely necef- 
fary for the fuccefs of the campaign, that this 
Army mould get pofleffion of the valley of the 
Inn and the city of Infpruck. 

The Army of Observation. 

An Army of Obfervation on the Rhine (hall 
be formed and organized with the utmoft expe- 
dition. 

The command of ft is entrufted to General 
Bernadotte. It confifts of forty-eight thoufand 
• men, including the garrifons of different fur- 
treffes on the Rhine, and is appointed to cover 
all the fortified places and bridges on that 

I 
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river, from Huningucn to Duffeldorf, as well as 
the country upon its left bank. 

It is charged with continuing the blockade of 
Ehrenbreitllein, the operation to be undertaken, 
againlt Phillipfbourg, and to fupport, at the fame 
time, the motions of the Army of Mentz, by the 
appearance of troops on various points; parr 
ticularly on the Maine, the ISeckar, and the- 
Ens t 

It will furnifh garrifons for the towns on the 
Rhine, fometimes employ their force, by way of 
defence, and fometimes, as it may be necefTary, 
for the maintenance of good order, and the 
fecurity of public eftablhlunent, according as. 
thefe places may be more or lefs menaced, by the 
refpeftive pofitions of the French and hoftile 
Armies. 

It will detach the troops that may be neceflfary 
for the blockade of Ehrenbreitftein ; and the fur- 

• 

plus of the Army, which will be, to fpeak with 
more accuracy, the difpofible corps, will form, 
in coniiderable force, on the right bank of the 
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Rhine, before Mentfc, between the Lahn and the 
Maine, in order to advance by the Landgraviate 
fcf Hefle d'Armftadt* to Manheim and Phillipfc 
bourg. 

« 

This corps will a£t as circumftances fliall fug- 
geft, on either bank of the Rhine ; cbnfidering it 
as principal objects to fupport the operations 
of the Army of Mentz, to poffefs itfelf of Em-en- 
breitftein and Phillipfoourg, and to cover from 
invafion the left bank of the Rhine. 

This Army* though conduced by a Com- 
rnander in Chief, mall be fubordinate to the 
General commanding the Army of Mentz for 
the grand movements and operations of the 
\var. 

Army of Italy. 

The Army of Italy, compofed of about fifty 
thoufand difpofible troops, on the Adige and 
the Po, exclufive of the Cifalpine, Ligurian, 
fk^ontefe^.and Polifti forces, fliall a£t to the 
left of Trent. 

i 2 




t 6° ] 

The main body of the Army (hall pafs the 
Adige towards Verona, and, after taking that 
town, (hall neceflarily drive the enemy behind 
the Brenta and the Piava. 

The corps detached from this. Army in the 
Walteline, (hall take the direction of Glarenz, 
Robzen, and Brixen, in concert with the corps 
of the Army of Helvetia in the Canton of Bel- 
linzone. 

On its arrival at Brixen, this corps will rejoin 
the left of the Army of Italy, if the enemy mould 
be in fuch force as to render it indifpenfable ; or 
that it fhould be neceflary to the fucceflive opera- 
tions of the Army of Italy. 

- 

This Army is alfo deftined to poflefs itfelf of 
Tufcany, on the firft orders it fhall receive to 
that effect. 

If the Army ihould be in pofleflion of more 
than fifty thoufand French troops, in that cafe 
the furplus fhall fcrve to cover Piedmont and the 

3 
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Cifalpine, and to recruit the Army on a£tive 
duty. 

Army of Rome. 

The Army of Rome will proceed in the con- 
queft of the kingdom of Naples, and when ar- 
rived there will take the name of the Army of 
Naples. 

It is charged to afford fuccour to the iflands of 
Corfou and Malta. 

The plan for the conduct of the war, being 
fully fettled, and tranfmittcd to the Commanders 
in Chief, points out to them the feries of opera- 
tions which they are to execute : and they will 
adhere to it, till they receive contrary orders 
from Government. 

Approved by the Minifter of War. 

(Signed) Schfrer. 
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TABLE 

6f the Cbmpofition of the Armies on the Rhine 1 . 

Troops on the Batavian Territory, 

lb Field battalions, 7 battalions in 

garrifon, total 17 battalions 9,438 men. 
4 Squadrons — - 
7 Companies of foot artillery — 575 
I Company of horfe artillery — 76 1 

Total 10,503 men.- 

Army of Menit. 

15 Demi-brigades, forming 30 bat- 
talions of field troops, at 2,224 

men the demi-brigade 33*360 men. 

18 Regiments of horfe, forming 68 
fquadrons — 8,847 

16 Companies, foot artillery 1408 
10 Ditto, horfe ditto 756 

1 Ditto, workmen ditto 100 
6 Ditto, pontoneers 400 
6 Ditto, Tappers 12CO 
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i Company, miners 100 

i Ditto, aeroftats. 61 

— 4,013 

Total 46,232 men, 

Army of Objervation. 

10 Field battalions — — 8,349 men T 
24 Garxifon battalions — 22,104 

?5 New-raifed ditto — 7,536 

1 1 Regiments of horfe, forming 3$ 
fquadrons r- 4,986 

Artillery and engineers — — 4,291 

f : x ;' Total 47,266 men. 

■ 

Army of Helvetia. 

13 Demi-brigades, forming 26 bat- 
talions, at 2,224 men the demi- 

brigade ■ . . 28,912 men. 

y Garrifon battalions — — 6,776 

% Squadrons — — — i >2 i2 

Artillery and engineers — . 1,832 

Total 38,732 men. 
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General Recapitulation. 

French Army on the Batavian ter- 
ritory ■ — ■ 10,503 men. 

■ ■ of Mentz ■ 46,232 

in Helvetia — '38,732 



*- of Obfervation — — 47,266 

Confcripts ■ v. „ 7*000 

• 

Total 149,733 men. 



■ ! 1 ' 

• 1 4 

There is fuch a palpable uniformity between 
the Memorial which I prefented to the Director, 
and the tenor of the Inftructions, that the pur- 
port of the latter may be readily traced from the 
opinions of the former. It may be faid, indeed, 
to differ from it in nothing but the number of 
troops it appoints to each Army: but this differ- 
ence was very important, as it deftroyed all the 
hopes that I had conceived from a plan matured 
by experience and reflection. Neverthelefs, 
if the troops, fet forth in the table annexed 
to the copy of Inftruclions, had in reality 
joined the Army, the Republic would have 
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preferved its military glory. The Generals of 
France could not, perhaps, flatter themfelves 
that they fhould immediately obtain any deciiive 
advantages, over hoftile armies fo much more 
numerous than their own ; but the French would 
not then have feen thofe laurels withered, which 
were gained by fuch prodigies of valour: the 
firft days of the campaign would not have been 
diftinguifhed by defeats, and a reverfe of for- 
tune, which was the more fatal, as it tended to 
damp the ardour of the French youth, who, for 
the firft time, approached the tented field - y and, 
having lived amid the fedu&ions of ariftocracy 
and royalifm, in the interior parts of the kingr 
dom, required the fplendour of viclory to fortify 
and confirm their wavering patriotifm. Vidlor 
ries were alfo neceflary to invigorate our ancient 
warriors, who may have loft, in a long period of 
inaclion, a part of that energy and military en* 
thufiafm, which can only be nouriftied by the 
daily habitude of dangers and of combats. We 
alfo ftand in need of fuccefs, that we may prove 
our fuperiority to our new enemies, the feror 
cfous foldiers of the North. Is it poflible that 

K 
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fuch confiderations as thefe could efcapc the 
Dire&ory ? They are not the fruits of great po- 
litical genius or acquired by profound reflec- 
tion: no, they are obvious to all, and will 
force themfelves on the mpft ordinary under- 
ftanding. 

There never was a moment when it was more 
eflentially neceflary to develope and employ 
the moft powerful expedients, If Royalifm con- 
fpires on all fides, — if civil war is kindled in fe? 
veral of our departments, to whom (hall we im- 
pute thefe dire misfortunes ; thefe notorious cala- 
mities ; but to the evil genius which, in preparing 
fiich di&fters for our Armies, re-infpires the pre* 
fumptuous hopes of pur domeftic enemies.. 

It is altogether needlefs, at this time, to <Jif- 
clofe the piclure of which we have traced the 
feithful outKne : it will be fufficient to place in 
the view of the reader, a correal reprefentation 
of the Armies on the Rhine, when they re- 
ceived ordexs to begin the campaign. It re- 
quires po mpre than fair comparifon of one with 
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the other to be convinced how marftefuliy I harft 
been deceived by promifes, afr flattering as they 
Were fallacious. 

Fatigued and worn out by reiterated felicita- 
tions which obtained nothing* I fent Adjutant 
General Daulfanhe* to the Dire&ory and thtf 
Minifter, to reprefent to them the real fituattoit 
of the Army, as well as the danger which I 
forefaw, from the divifion they made in the 
command of it, by appointing two Generals in 
• Chief; He figtiified to them my defire that a 
Corps of Observation mould be formed on the 
Rhine* and at the fame time, communicated my 
opinion that it mould be commanded only by st 
General. of Divifion j and that it would be alto- 
gether ufelefs to leave fo large a body of cavajry 
and old troops as they propofed $ becaufe thefe 
different corps would be rendered more effe&tve 
with the Army of the Danube, than if they re- 
mained on the Rhine. In fhorf I did not con- 
ceal the difconfent I felt at an operation, which 
diminiihed the ftrength of the Army by dividing 

K 2 
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the command of it. I accordingly made the fbl" 
lowing obfervations. 

" If the divifion of my command had been 
" fuggefted to you, Citizens Directors, from a 
" want of confidence in my military talents, it 
" would be much more conducive to the pub- 
" lie welfare, to inveft fome one with it whom 
" you may think more deferving of it. I have 
<f proved more than once, that I defire to occu- 
" py my poft no longer than my fervices are be- 
" nefkial to the Republic : and I mould rejoice, 
" if I were replaced by a foldier better in- 
" ftru&ed in his duty, and more capable of 

commanding than myfelf." 

a 

I received letters both from the Directory and 
the Minifter full of confidential and affectionate 
expreflions. Neverthelefs, the delays continued 
to be prolonged, fo as to occafion a renewal of 
my difquietudes, and began at length to infpire 
me with diftruft. I perceived, with an equal 
degree of grief and indignation, that there was 
no intention to grant me a force fufficient to fuf- 
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tain the glory of the Republican arms. Ev'cry 
thing confirmed thefe fad forebodings. Fifteen 
battalions of new levies were appointed, 
to the Army of Obfervation, which if they 
had immediately arrived, were not in a 
condition to enter on the fervice of the cam- 
paign. It would have been much more con- 
formable to well-known military principles, if 
thefe raw battalions had been appointed for the 
interior duty, and the five old demi-brlgades had 
been fent to the Army. The ten battalions 
which were appointed to augment it, as well as 
a great part of the cavalry, were ftill in Belgium 
and in Holland : nor was I informed when they 
would arrive. Of the eighteen Swifs battalions 
which had been fo long promifed me, there was 
not one in a ftate even of organifation. From a 
want of frefh horfes and other objects of equip- 
ment, the depots of the cavalry were encum- 
bered with men who, on that account, were ren- 
dered altogether ufelefs; while the fquadrons on 
duty, efpecially thofe of the heavy horfe, were 
reduced below one half of their eftablithed 
compliment. 



-■ 
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A malevolence fo evident, a defire to fill ifctf 
trith difgufi, and a defign to ruin me, of which 
it was not poffible for me to entertain the lead 
doubt, furnifhed me with motives all-fufficierit W 
requetf my difmiflion. But in adopting fuch a 
meafure at the opening af a campaign, I fliould 
have furnifhed my enemies with new arms againft 
me* In fhort after having quitted the LegifiV 
tive Body to take the command of an Army, fhould 
I not have had reafon to fear the difpleafure of 
my country, if I had abandoned the career 1 
on which I had lately entered. I determined, 
therefore, to oppofe an invincible courage to the 
inveterate hatred of thofe who had fworn my 
deftrucYiom 

The inevitable dangers that encompaffed md 
found about, no longer alarmed me. Misfor- 
tune and perfecution infpire pure and honeft 
minds with a degree of energy, of which we do 
not fuppofe ourfelves fufceptible in the tranquil 
feafons of life. A warrior, in the field of ho* 
nout looks death in the face with the molf per- 
fect compofure : but it requires the refolution of 
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a Stoic to fupport the whifpermg manoeuvres of 
perfidy j to abandon onefelf, in fome fort, to the 
ftiletto of treafon. I forefaw neverthelefs, fome 
glimmering of hope : and I no longer infifted on 
the danger of dividing the command, when I 
was about to fhare it with an enlightened foldier, 
a true Republican, and a finccre friend ; with 
General Bernadotte. I flattered myfelf that he 
\ bad Seen fo fortunate as to obtain, from the Mi- 
piftefV- the forces which had been promifed to 
r ^him ; and that, a6Hng in concert, welhouldbe 
abfc to furmount a part of the obftacles that 
. . *ro\ibled us. The Minifter, in the mean time, 
" ;.gaV£ the moll pofitive aflurance that we fhould 
" Jiaye an Arrny of one hundred thoufand meni 
:^ : Bhd; though I was fully perfuade4 that the Arch- 
• ..iiuke "j^ould have an hundred and twenty thou- 
sand, in Germany, the Tyrol and the Grifons, I 
did not defpair of combating him with advan- 
tage. A frefli letter of the Minifter of war, 
dated the 20th Pluviofe, (8th February,) proves 
that I did not ceafe to continue my vain arxj 
• • firuitlefs felicitations. 

♦ 

■1 
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" The Brigadier General Daultanne,'' faid 
the Minifter, in this letter, " has tranfmitted 
" me both your letters of the 1 6th Pluviofe, (4th 
* c February,) one refpe£ting the new arrangement 
" of the Army of Mentz, after the appointment of 
an Army of Obfervation, and the other rela- 
tive to the exigence, deftination, and employ- 
ment of the latter Army. When I have fub- # 
u mitted them to the Directory, I (hall ljaften 
a to anfwer you. r 



" In difcuffing with you, my dear Gene- 
ral, thefe different fubjecls, you will per- 



cc 
tc 

<C 



CC 



cc 
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ccive, I hope, that it has never been the 
intention of government to weaken your 
forces, or to limit your command j- and I' . 
am perfuaded, that you would think the 
" fame, if you had before you the inftruc- 
" tions given to General Bernadotte, which 
" has fuffered a delay in being fent to you, in 
4< order to add the lift of thofe promotions that 
" were neceffary for organizing the Staff of the 
two Armies. 

3 



Digitized by Google 



[ 73 3 

* You afked for a reinforcement of fix field 
" battalions, thirty fquadrons, four companies 
" of light, and ten of foot artillery, and two 
" companies of fep-men. 

" But you muft well know that, in the pre- 
" fent fituation of things, it is impoflible to fend 
" you infantry, as it mutt be drawn from the 
" interior, where there are already but few 
" troops ; and they are abfolutely indifpenfable, 
<e not only to preferve good order on the eve of 
<c the ele&ions, but likewife to line the coafts, 
" which are menaced by a confiderable arma- 
" ment that is now preparing in England, which 
« at once alarms us for the coafts of flk>Uan4 
" and thofe of the Weftern Channel, 

M I perceive, with real concern, the painful 
" apprehenfions that you difcover concerning the 
a fate of the campaign. From the ftate of the 
'* forces at your difpofal, you confider, in par* 
" ticular, the Army of Mentz as being too 
" weak ; but be fo good as to refleft, that the 

epemy, whatever force he may be fuppofed to 
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" have, muft be under the neceffity of dividing 
" it ; that— 

" The Army of Menrz amounts to 45,000 men. 

<c That of Helvetia — — 30,000 

" The Army of Qbfervation, that 
" forms a difpofable corps, of 
" between 20,000 and — 25,000 

" All of which will form an united 

" force from 95 to 100,000 men. 

" And furely thefe forces, put in motion 1 by one 
" head and on the fame plan, may well contend 
(€ for victory with an hundred, or an hundred 
" and twenty thoufand Imperial troops; efpe- 
" cially if thefe three Armies contract their pq- 
" fitions in their refpeclive attacks, which is the 
raoft decifive mode to employ againft the 
" Auftrians, accuftomed to great movements, 
f * which always fail in fome part or other of 
<c their execution ; as muft be the cafe from the 
" nature of things. But, after all, do you think 
" it poffil Je that the enemy, with all its force, 
f could place in one military pofition, more than 
" from forty to fifty thoufand men. 



Digitized by Google 



[ 75 1 

" In ftiort, as foon *as the crifis of the eleo 
" tions is pafled, and we fhall be free from 
* 4 alarms on our coafts, I will endeavour to draw 
" fome troops from the interior, in order, if it 
" be poflible, to furnifh the fix battalions that 
" you demand." 

The reading of this letter will leave, without 
doubt, a very painful impreflion in the mind of 
every true citizen. Tyranny appears, in every 
part to betray itfelf, by a mod inconfide- 
rate difcovery of its hidden fecrets. . 

Wherefore, let me afk, did the Directory think 
itfelf obliged to retain fo many troops in the in- 
terior of the Republic ? Was it, in reality, as 
he fays, to maintain the public tranquillity dur- 
ing the crifis of the elections ? Was it not ra- 
ther to domineer over the will of the people by 
the terror of the bayonet ; to keep at a diftance 
from the Legiflative Body the true friends of li- 
berty j and to introduce into it the vileft flaves of 
power ? Artful fpeeches, and imperious procla- 
mations difperfed everywhere, furnifli fomewhat 
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more than a mere preemption refpecYing its 
Views of defpotifm and ufurpation. The union 
of the people in its public aflemblies, is an aft 
of fovereignty which ought to be fecure from 
all influence ; for whofe refult the fupreme 
magiftracy fhould wait with refpeft, and which 
they would have no reafon to fear, if their own 
confciences were free from reproach. Here is 
a notorious crime heightened by a two-fold enor- 
mity : that of having endeavoured, in contempt 
of the conftitution, to command the votes of the 
citizens, by a difplay of military force j and by 
thus keeping it back from the army for fuch a 
purpofe, to have caufed the death of thoufands 
of brave men, by forcing them to contend with 
the far fuperior numbers of the enemy. 

Is it not aftonifliing that the Directory (hould 
be informed, by the organ of its Minifter of 
War, that a French Army of from ninety-five to 
an hundred thoufand men, were able to contend 
for victory with an hundred, or an hundred and 
twenty thoufand of the Imperial troops ? If in- ] 
deed the Minifter had kept his word, we (hould, 
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I doubt not, have done fomething more than 
contend for victory. But what do all thefe 
ftrange expreflions fignify? Is it for nothing 
more than to maintain a painful, infignificant 
conteft, that the Republic continues to war 
with the enemies who have fworn its ruin ? 
Do not its finances and interior fituation impe- 
rioufly demand an immediate termination of this 

4 

defolating plague ; and, to attain that happy 
aera, is it not required that great power and 
equal means mould be brought into a&ion ? — 
Mud war, carried on by the Republic, become, 
as it was under the old inftitution, an object of 
calculation for the ambitious, a fruitful fource 
of riches for the rapacious, and of mifery for 
the people r — Did we not know that this enthu- 
fiafm, which has worked wonders for us, would 
not laft for ever; efpecially when fo much has 
been done to extinguish it ? — What then ought 
the government to do? — The anfwer is at 
hand.— The government ought to have oppofed 
the enemy with fuch a formidable power as 
to have compelled it to afk for peace: or, 
if hoftilities mould be renewed, to have en- 
abled us to penetrate into its territories. By 
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adopting fuch meafures, and purfuing fuch a 

■ 

conduct, wc lliould have fpared> as I have al- 
ready faid, the finances of the nation and the 
blood of its citizens : the Legiflative Body would 
not then have been urged by dire neceffity to 
impofe new taxes ; becaufe our armies, numer- 
ous as they might have been, by fubfifting 
themfelves in an enemy's country, would have 
eoft nothing to the Republic, while the contri- 
butions it might have levied would have fed the 
public treafure. The conferipts, who are inti- 
midated by the reports of our defeats, and the 
recital of thofe privations to which our warriors 
are condemned, would then have rufhed eagerly 
to the frontier, where they would have been 
fummoned by the fong of victory.. Perfidious 
authors of the calamities of France, think you 
that you fhall impofe on it by your accufations ? 
Think you — that you fhall efcape the indigna- 
tion, the contempt, and public odium you de- 
ferve, by your attempts to brand thofe men 
with infamy who are guilty of no crime ? The 
people were not long deceived refpe&ing the 
caufes of our difafters ; which would never have; 
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been a myftery, but from the efforts you made 
to chain down thought, to arreft every pen, and 
to load with perfections thofe generous fpirits, 
that glowed with a love of the Republic. — 
From the borders of the Rhine, from the banks of 
the Danube, from the rocks of Helvetia and the 
plains of Naples, the blood of many thoufand 
victims accufes you ; — it rifes up again ft you, 
and calU down upon your guilty heads the de- 
teftatjon of the earth, and the juftice of Hea- 
ven. 

Never was a more notorious example of trea^ 
fon prefented to the eyes" of a people. The 
Armies were reduced to a peace eftablifliment at 
a period when nothing was more certain than 
the renewal of a moft alarming war. The 
tardy progrefs of negotiations, and the bad faith 
of foreign negociators, would not have encou- 
raged the lead hope of pacification, if we had 
been employed in recruiting the Army, in re- 
mounting the cavalry, in repairing the-artillery : if 
the confcript youth had not been difgufted by the 
abfolute wantand cruel neglect which they expert 
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enced, victory would not have defcrted our ftand* 
ards: our ancient enemies and the flavifh hordes of 
the North, would not have had caufe to boaft of 
one fuccefsful effort: it would then have been 
their fate to have lamented a fucceflion of defeats. 
But it appears that to make the nation triumph 
was 3 far Jefs important care, than to opprefs 
the Republicans, to rnaintain an Army of fpies, 
to countenance every fpecies of iniquity, to de- 
fpoil the people of all }f$ fights, and to reduce 
them, in the bofom of a Republic, to the flavery 
of Morocco and Conftantinople. 

Neverthelefs the accounts which reached me, 
as well as thofe which were tranfmitted to the 
Pireclory by ifs diplomatic agents *, gave pofi- 



• Citizen Alquier, Minifter from the Republic to Elec- 
tor of Bavaria, and Citizen Baker agent of the Directory at 
Ratiflbon, are the perfens who tranfmitted to the Directory as 
well as to myfeif the moil authentic and particular informa- 
tion. Nevertheless the former met with a very cold reception 
on his return to Paris, becaufe, as it is faid, he had not given 
fufficient notifications refpe&ing the forces of the Houfe of 
Auftria. It is much more probable, that the difgrace of this 
valuable Citizen, proceeded for his not having retrained him- 
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tive Intelligence, that the Auftrians were uniting 
their forces, and that the Ruffians had already 
reached the hereditary ftates of the Houfe of 

« 

Auftria : I accordingly addreffed, the 7th Plu- 
vtofe (26th January), the following letter to the 
Minifter of war : 

« I have this inftant received a note by means 
" of the Minifters Plenipotentiary of the French 
c< Republic at Raftadt, giving a very parti- 
•* cular account of the Auftrian troops in Bava- 
u ria, which appears to amount to fifty four 
<€ battalions of 

" 1 200 Men each — — 64,800 men. 

" 64 Squadrons of 200 men 12,800 

Total 76,600 men. < 



felf from expreffing his aftonifliment at feeing a recommence- 
ment of hoftilities with a force fo bfcrior to that of the enemy. 
I have thought it needlefs to infert in thefe memoiri the origi- 
nal reports of thefe two Citizens? but if they mould difcover 
that what I have faid refpecting the flrength of the Aullrian ' 
troops is not conformable to the truth, I folicit them to di- 
vulge it to the publicv 

M 



r 
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" But this number does not comjnrefrend the 
" Bavarian and Ruffian troops, or the artil- 
?' lery: hiuch lefs the train, and other eilentiai 
" parts of the Army. 

«* Having communicated to you this account, 
<§ which I have every reafon to conlider as per- 
11 fe£tly correft, it becomes me to urge you, 
" Citizen Minifter, ferioufly to refleft on the 
" evident difference that exifts between thefe 
" forces, and our own in this quarter, as well as 
" re-examine the different letters which I have 
• written to you on this fubjeft. 

* It muft be obferved that the troops which 
c< were in the Tyrol, in the Grifons, and in Bohe- 
u mia, are not comprifed in this ftatement ; and 
" that all thefe troops, united as they now are. 
<: form an Army of one hundred and twenty thou* 
*' fand men, divided into two corps : one of forty 
•* thoufand men, which direfts its operations 
" againft the Army of Helvetia \ and one, of 
44 eighty thoufand which afts againft that of the 
44 Danube." 



Digitized by Google 



t *3 1 

I difpatdied ' feVeral perfons to the banks of 
the Ledi, and to Stutgard, to inftf uft themfelves 
refpefting all the movements of the Auftrians. 
I knew that an Army of from twenty-five to 
thirty thoufand men, had quitted Bohemia, and 
directed its courfe towards the Lech : I learn- 
ed alfo that the Archduke was making very 
ferious preparations on the fame, river, and mani- 
fefted a difpofition to begin the campaign. I 
ttanfmitted an account of all thefe movements 
to the Direftory and the Minifter ; and the latter 
conveyed to me a general order for the com* 
manders in Chief to enter on the campaign. I 
think it my duty to fubmit it to the attention of 
die public. 

4 

2d Faitofe, in the jtb year of the Republic. 
" The Executive Direftory iffues the follow- 
* ing inftru&ibn for the Commanders in Chief 
%pf the Armies of Italy, of Mentz, of Helvetia, 
" and the Army of Obfervation on the Rhine. 

'* The Auftrian Government having negle&ed 
" to anlwer the preffing note which had been 

Ma 
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r< delivered from the French Marifters Plenipo- 
" tentiary at Raftadt, and its filence being con- 
w fidered, according to the tenor of that note, 
" as an hoftile aggreffion ; 

" The Commander in Chief of th^Army of 
cc Mentz will, without delay, march the Army 
a that he commands beyond the Black Moun- 
" tains, and occupy the fources of the Neekar 
" and the Danube, as well as the pofitions parti- 
" cularly fpecified in their former inftrucYions. 

7 w The General Commandant of the Army of 

• 

" Helvetia, called by the people of the Grifons 
" to purge the country of thofe factious fpirits 
" who had invited the Auftrian forces tkither, 
f< will take a fufficient number of troops and 
" make himfelf matter of the Grifon country. 
" He will then take his military line of de- 
" fence ; and occupy, on his left* the country 
* belonging to the Houfe of Auftria in Voral- 
cc berg, if that line fhouid be *iecefiary*1to the 
7 fecurity of his pofition. He will keep ano- 
Si ther body of troops in the environs of SchafF- 
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€< haufen, to fupport the movements of the Army 
m of Ments pofted at the fources of the Neckar 

* and the Danube. 

K As the General of the Army of Helvetia 
<c will h|(re been called by the Grifons to deliver 
€fc their country from an Auftrian armed force 

* wljich oppreffes it; he will fend a ftaff officer 
** to the General who commands the Auftrian 
" troops at Coire, to fignify to him his entrance 

* into the Grifon country, and to convey an 
4C order for him to evacuate it two hours before 

his entrance ; in default of which, he (hall be 
" under the necefljty of driving them back, 
<c wherever he (hall find them. 

. u The General of the Army of Obfervation 
" will organize, with the utmoft promptitude, the 
A< Army> which he commands > and, in conformity 
f< to the inftru&ions which he has received» he 
" will pod himfelf, with all poffible expedition, 
" between the Maine and the Neckar, to fup- 
" port the active operations of the Army of 
" Mfntz. 
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w The Generals of the Army of Mentz an3 
*' Helvetia are ordered, previous to their en- 
* trance into the countries already mentioned, 
" to publifh the following proclamation in the 
•* French and German tonguet. 

" The troops- of the Army of Italy ftationed 
u in the Walteline, will fecond the movements 
u of the Army of Helvetia, by proceeding at 
" the fame time as far as Saint Mary. 

■ 

" The Minifter of War is commandedto give 
M particular orders and inftrucVions for the exe- 
<c cution of thefe general directions." 

I had no fooner received them, than I made 
every difpofition in my power to execute the 
orders of the Directory. I formed my Army in 
five divifions, one of which was the advanced 
guard, and the other a body of referve. 

I (hall now prefent to the reader a correct 
Table of thefe Divifions, that he may become 
acquainted with the genuine force of the Army. 
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In comparing this Table with thofe of the Mi- 
nifter, he wfti recollect the brilliant promifes 
which he made, and will be able to form an 
accurate judgment of the good faith of Govern- 
ment. 



9 



[ 88 ] 



ARMY OF MENTZ. 



Statimekt of the Situation of the Army at 



JouRPAN, Commander in Chief. 

Ervouf, General of Dhifion, Chief of tht Staff. 
Marenot, General of Divifion, Commandant of 
Engineers. 

Lam arti lli ere, General of Divifion, Commandant 

of Artillery. 
Lemaire, Brigadier-General of Artillery. 
Daultanne, Brigadier-General. 

MoLITOR,"! 



the Epocha of the 9th Ventofe, (27th Febru- 
ary.,) in the 7th Year of the Republic. 



GENERAL STAFF. 




Va ill ant, Chief Commifary, &c. 



INSPECTORS-GENERAL. 




1 



Dubois-crance, for the Infantry. 
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Advanced Guard. 

Lefebure*, General of Divifiori, Commander in 
Chief. 

Vendamme, General of Divifion. 

Klaine, General of Divijion, commanding the 
Cavalry, 

Laval i** rt £ a d* er * (jenerau 
Drouet, l Jd j utants Q enera i. 

Jp ONT AINE, 3 



Names op the Corps. 



25th Demi-brigade of Light") 
Infantry, . - . - - j 
53d Ditto or* the line, - - - 
67th Ditto, ------ 

4th Regiment of Huflars, - - 
5th Ditto, - - - - - - 

1 ft Regiment of Chaffeurs, - 
1 7th Regiment of Dragoons, - 
1 ft Com. of the 3d Reg. of 7 
Light Artillery, - - j 
27th Company ditto, - - - 
1 ft Comp. of Infantry Artillery, 
6th ©itto, ------ 

7th Comp. of the 3d Battalion! 
ofSapmen, - - - - J 

Total, 



ACTUAL ARMED 
FORCE. 



Inf. 

2132 

2032 
2128 



Cav. 



Artil. 



6292 



52O 
598 

5*9 

395 



2102 



Sap. 



83 
80 

"3 
116 



382 



177 



177 



* General Lefebure was not yet arrived at the Army ; and 
General Vendamme was appointed to fupply his place till his 
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First Division. 



Ferino, General of DivifioH. 
Thareau, t 

Laboissiere, V Brigadiers General. 
Jacopin, J 

n«»*™. \ Adjulatits General. 
Defrance, > J 



— — ' 



Names of the Corps. 

ioth Demi-brigade of Light In-1 
fantry, ------ J 

46th Ditto of the Line, - - - 
10 2d Ditto, - - - - - - 

6th Regiment of Chafieurs, - 
r ith Regiment of Dragoons, - 
1 ft Comp. of the 6th Reg. of \ 
Light Artillery, - - - J 
4th Comp. ditto, - - - - 

1 2th Comp. of the 3d Reg. of "I 
Infantry Artillery, - - J 
1 7th Comp. ditto, - - - - 

5th Comp. of the 3d Battalion! 
ofSapmen, - - - - J 



actual armed 

FORCE. 



2195 

2102 
2155 



Cav. 



Artil. 



588 

400 




bap. 



71 
70 
170 
17b 



192 



9881 43' *y 
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Secokd Diviskxn. 



Souham, General ofDhifwn. 
G^us,' \ Bri Z adi *rs General. 

L#o R C E T , } Adjutants General. 

Bertrand, 



Names of the Corps. 


ACTUAL ARMED 
FORCE. 


ad Demi-brigade of the Line, 

i ft Regiment of Dragoons, - 

3d & 4th Comp. of the 7th Reg.l 
of Light Artillery, - J 

15th Comp. of the 2d Reg. of! 
Infantry Artillery, - - J 

13th Comp. of the 7th ditto, - 
I ft Comp. of the 3d Battalion 1 
of Sapmen, - - - - J 


Inf. 

2174 

1395 
208l 


Cav. 


Artil 


Sap. 


458 
389 


123 

82 
112 


161 


Total, 


^3° 


847 


317 


161 



■ 

Na 



• 
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Third Division, 

Saint Cyr, General of Divifion. 
Legrand, - } 

Daunier, [ Brigadiers General* 
Valter, J 

Debilly, ] j j. n j 
Saligny, \ Ad J utants G *» er «t- 



Names of the Corps, 
i ft Demi-brigade of Light In- ) 
i ft Ditto of the line - - - 
8th Regiment of Chaffeurs - 


ACTUAL ARMED 
FORCE. 


Inf. 
I342 

M 8 3 
2019 


Cav. 

492 

43 2 
429 


Artil. 


Sap. 


ad Regiment of Dragoons - 
4th and 6th Company of the ) 

3d Regiment of Infantry I 

Artillery ----- J 
5th Company of the 3d Re- 1 

giment of Light Artillery $ 
20th Company ditto - -' - 
3d Company of Sapmenofthe") 

3d Battalion - - - -J 

Total 




137 

88 

7<* 


m 


4844 


1353 


301 


I0 3| 
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Body op Reserve. 



D'haupoul, General of Divifion, 
Sl"i!1 Brigadiers General. 



i 



Names of the Corps. 



8th Demi-brigade of the line - 
50th Ditto ------- 

1 ft Regiment of Carabineers - 
2d Ditto ------- 

4th Regiment of Cavalry - - 
6th Ditto ------- 

7th Ditto ------- 

8th Ditto ------- 

23d Ditto ------- 

25th Ditto - - - - - 

5th Company of the 6th Regi- 
ment of Light Artillery 
2d Company of the 7th Ditto - 
2d Company of the 3d Regi-T 
ment of Infantry Artillery J 
3d Company ditto - - - - 

2d and 4th Companies of then 
3d Battalion of Sapmen - J 



Total 



ACTUAL ARMED 
FOR CE. 



Inf. 
i486 
141 1 



2897 



Li 



IV 



Artii 



339 

30 
240 

291 

2 57 
438 

408 
2 93 



2567 



60 

79 
136 

88 



333 



bap. 



3 6 S 
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Park of Artillery. 

Bricket, 3 * 



Bourgeat, Commander of the Squadrons, 
Groseclaude, 1 

CuNY, J 

Officers 



Picoteau, Y Commanders of Battalions . 



Non-commissioni> Officers and Can- 
noneers — - — • ■ 



6o 



Total 1389 



Cannon dipibuted in the Diviftons and at the ParK 



Of 4 


of 8 


of 12 


howitzers 


Total 


33 


21 


7 


'9 


80 



Recapitulation. 



Number of Divisions. 

The Advanced Guard 
Firft Divifion - - - 
Second Divifion - - 
Third Divifion - 
Body of Referve - - 
Park of Artillery - - 

Total 



ACTIVE FORCE. 



Infant. 1 Cav. 
6292I 2102 



645^ 

S 6 S° 
4844 

2897 



988 
847 

1353 
2567 



26,155 7^57 



Artil. 
382 
481 
317 
301 

333 
1398 

3203 



Sap. 
177 
192 
l6l 
193 

36S 



1088 



Can. 



80 



80 



Digitized by 



[ 95 ) 

To this force muft be added the Army of 
Helvetia, which confifted of thirty thoufand 
men. — So that the whole amounted to fixty- 
eight thoufand men j and if the artillery and 
fapmen are deduced, thefe two armies will be 
reduced to about fixty-two thoufand cavalry and 
infantry. 

Such were the powerful means, more powerful 
even than the Republic bad ever pojfejej, which 
were fubtnitted to my difpofal ; and it was with 
thefe means that I was ordered to challenge the 
forces of the Houfe of Auftria, under the com- 
mand of the Archduke Charles ; which, accord- 
ing to the moft authentic accounts, as well as 
to the moft moderate calculation, amounted to 
one hundred and twenty thoufand fighting men. 
Thefe boafted means would indeed have been 
more powerful if the Swifs brigades had been 
organized ; if the troops appointed to join the 
Army of Obfervation had not been retained in 
the interior till the period of the Eleclions was 
pad ; and if the cavalry had been furnimed with 
frefli horfes, and other obje£h of equipment. 
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After I had made the neceffary difpofitions, I 
gave notice to General Bernadotte, Commander* 
in Chief of the Army of Obfervation, that the 
Army of Mentz would pafs the Rhine on the 
nth Ventofe, (ift March). I requefted that 
General, therefore, to inveft Philipfbourg, with 
as much vigour as the feeble means which he 
poffeffed would allow. I alfo folicited General 
Maffena, Commander in Chief of the Army of 
Helvetia, to poffefs himfelf of the Grifon coun- 
try, while the Army of Mentz penetrated be- 
yond the Black Mountains, 

That Army patted the Rhine the nth Ven- 
tofe, (ift March). The advanced guard, the 
fecond and third divifion, and the body of re- 
ferve, filed off by the Bridge of Kehl. The firft 
divifion, which was collected in the environs of 
Huninguen, filed off by the Bridge of Bafle, and 
the Army began its march in four columns : 
that of the right, commanded by General Feri- 
no, which was compofed of the firft divifion, 
proceeded, by the forcft towns, to Blomberg; 
at the fame time that General Maffena ordered 
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a demi-brigade to Schaffhaufen ; in order to efta- 
blifli and fecure the communications of* the Army 
of Helvetia with that of Mentz; which will 
now aflame the title of The Army of the Da- 
nube. 

The fecend column, commanded by General 
Haupoult, compofed of the body of referve and 
two fquadrons of buflars, took his line of march 
by the Valley of Fribourg and Neuftadt, to Lok 
finghen, Breulingen, and Huffingen. 

The third column* commanded by the General 
in Chief, whicfc was compofed of the advanced 
guard, of the fecond divifion, and the park of 
artillery, proceeded to Willinghen by the Valley 
of the;Kinch, , _ > 

The fourth and laft column, commanded by 
General Saint Cyr, directed its march to Fren- 
denftadt and Rotveil, by the Valley of Oberc- 
■fcirgh and Kcnubis, 

f r'i ■ 

J , r 



[ 98 3 

I caufed the proclamation of the Directory tq 
be difperfed, as well as one of my own, which, 
I thought it necefcVy to prepare. 

* * 

* 

Troclamation of the Executive DiretJory. 

** The troops of his Majefty the Emperor an<J 
King of Hungary and Bohemia, in violation of 
a convention concluded at Raftadt, the i ith Frir 
maire, (lft December,) in the year 6, have re* 
pafled the river Inn, and quitted the hereditary 
ftates. 

u This movement has been combined with 
the march of Ruffian troops ; who declare aloud^ 
that they are come to attack the Republic. 

u Ever faithful to its engagements; always 
animated by the fincereft defire of maintaining 
peace, and fully difpofed to believe that his Im* 
perial Majefty entertained the fame fentiments^ 
the French government has demanded of him a 
fatisfa&ory declaration refpe&ing the march of 
the Ruffian troops, and the pafTage which ha* 
been granted them. 
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* T^e Emperor, however, lias thought pro- 
per to maintain a perfed filence on this import- 
ant fubjea. The Executive Directory, there- 
fore, finds itfelf compelled to engage in a ne- 
ceffary defence; and, by the obligations impofed 

on all governments to provide for their fafety^ to 

... .' 

diftribute the French armies in fuch pofitions as 
the exifting circumftances require. At the fame 
time it proclaims an unalterable defire of peace j 

► » 

ahd that, whenever his Majefty the Emperor 
fliall announce, by an amicable declaration, that 
the Ruffians have evacuated his ftates, and that 
Jiis troops have refumed the ftations regulated 
by the Convention of Raftadt, the French armies 
lhall return to their ancient pofitions." 

Approved by the Executive Dire£tary, the 
2d Ventofe, (aoth February,) in the 7th year of 
the French Republic, one and indivifible. 

Tie Prefiient of fie Executive Directory. 

(Signed) RevellIere^Lipatx. 



C J. 

■ 

r 

Tie Commander in Chief to the Army, 

* I « 

' Head Quarters at Strafixirg, the i ith Ventofe, 
(iA March), in the 7th Year, 

" Sol (Tiers ! m contempt of the moff folemrf 
convention, the troops of Auftria have been the 
firft to pafs the line of demarcation, which had 
been traced and fettled. The Emperor has im- 
pofed on the pacific difpofitions of the French 
Government, by inviting into the very bofom of 
Germany foreign armies, lefs known by their 
military prowefs than by their fpirit of plunder 
and robbery m the late wars. And while in a 
fcrupulous obfervance of the fakh of treaties you 
continued behind your lines in a bold but tran- 
quil attitude, that Prince dared to combine his 
hoftile movements with thefe new allies; and, 
availkig himfelf of a treacherous filence, took 
every advantage which was a#brded him by your 
confidence. This manifeft infraction — this out- 
rage of the public faith, refpe&ed by all civilized 
nations, has compelled the Executive Directory 
to enter on reprifals. It has employed ever/ 
3 
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means to preferve peace : but" if war is inevi- 
table, h is prepared for the event.— Soldiers, let 
us advance from our lines, and enter once more 

into that career which you hare hitherto purfued 

f ... . ... 

with fo much glory. 

€t We will fight — if we find any obftacles in 
gaining the military pofitions to which the Army 
is advancing. — We will fight — if the Emperor 
does not fpeedily and rigoroufly execute the ex- 
lfting convention. But, faithful to the fyftem of 

- • * 

moderation, which, to the prefent moment, has 
characterifed the French nation, we will trace 
back our fteps, we will re-enter our firft lines, as 
foon as the Republic has received the fatisfaftion 
which it expects, and has a right to demand. 

<c Soldiers, — in taking up arms, remember, 
* . . ■ ■ 

that the fcourge of war is to be employed only' on 

the enemies of the Republic. Your glory would 

be effaced, your laurels would be withered, and 

the wifhes of your enemies would be accomplifti- 

ed, if you indulge yourfelves in criminal exceffes* 

You well know, that your enemies have prac- 

"tifcd every poffible manoeuvre to arm the people 
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of Europe again ft the French nation. Let your 
conduct belie their perfidious calumnies.— *Re- 
member that it becomes the Army to refpeft 
general as well as particular property ; and that every 
fpecies of diforder will be repreffed by force, and 
puniftied with feverity. 

, ... i 

f / 4 

< c It is you, above all, who are fuperior officers; 
heads of corps and commanders, that I confider 
as perfonally refponfible for the ftricl executiori 
of my purpofes and thofe of the Government. 
Maintain the moft rigid difcipline 5 attend to the 
wants of the troops under your orders j wateh 
over them without intermiflion : and if, per- 
chance, a foldier fhould forget his duties, tell 
him that a bafe action diflionours the French 
name. Bid^him remember, that he will fully 
the glory attached to the arms of the Republic, 
and he will inftantly return into the path of good 
order and honourable conduct* 

s 

4 

I 

t • 

<€ Animated by the principles of juftice and of 
equity, the Executive Directory commands me 
to give you notice, of its abfolute intention to 
Teimburfe the people and the governments who* 
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are friends of the Republic, for whatever the 
unforefeen wants of the Army may exaft from 
them.— On this apcount it is neceflary that the 
moil fcrupulous attention fhould be paid to 
return the fuperabundance of any articles that 
may be required or furniflied. I therefore 
notify to you, in order to prevent all poflible 
abufe, that the Gommiflary in Chief will alone 
be authorifed by me to enter into agreements for 
any kind of requifitions $ that neverthelefs the 
Generals and Commanders of the troops, in 
cafes of particular urgency, may enter into con- 
tracts for the purchafe of requifitions ; of which, 
however, they muft immediately tranfmit me a 
copy that, in order to centralife refponfibility, 
thefe requifitions ought to be made, wherever it 
is poffible,to the fuperior magiftrates ;-^that, in all 
cafes the Generals, or Commanders of detach- 
ments, (hall deliver back to the burgomafter or 
bailiffs the fuperfluity of whatever may have 
)>cen furniflied ; — in ftiort, that no one fliall dare 
to take any thing by fqrce from any perfon what- 
, ever.— I repeat, — that any difobedience to thefe 
orders will be punifbed with the utmoft feverity. 
But I hdpe for other things •> and that you, fol, 
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diers, will not irnpofe that painful duty on your 
General. r : . _ , , 

i ■ * ...» 

* By fuch difpofitions as thefe, framed on the 
principles of juftice and fidelity, and worthy of 
the French nation, the inhabitants of Germany, 
no longer alarmed by thofe reports which have 
been propagated by the malevolence of our 
/enemies, will remain calm in the midft of the 
ftorrn.— I truft they will feel that the bell method 
(they can employ to preferve their " property is to 
remain in peace ; but if, on the contrary, and 
notwithftanding all the promifes I have mad« to 
them, the French army ihouid find the towns 
deferted and the villages abandoned ; if the in- 
habitants lhouM oppofe themfelves to its march, 
or refufe to provide it with fuch affiftance as is 
in their power ; then, I declare with the fame 
fincerity, that I will take proper meafures to 
puniftx them, and to make them repent their 
raflinefs. 

General in Chief (Signed) Jovrdan* 
(A true copy.) 

General of Divifton, Chief of the General Staff, 

(Signed) Brno?^" 
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fe givirtg ah accoilnt to Afe Directory, oh 
the nth Ventofe (ift March), of the orders which 
I had iflued for the execution of their inftrue- 
iidris, I added : 

« It is my duty, Citizens Directors, to place 
* c under your eyes, the real force of the Army at 
kc the moment when it entered on the campaign, 
*' I therefore addrefs to you a fmall book, which 
u contains the exacl fituation as well as formation 
* c of each divifion. I muft obferve to you, that the 
k€ eighth demi-brigade is not yet arrived, Which 
" reduces the effective force of the troops on the 
*< right bank of the Rhine t* thirty-fix thc-ufand 
u men. 

" You will remark, without doubt, a great 
* difference between the aftual and that of the 
" fuppofed force. This difference proceeds from 
" the ftate of the confcripts, who being neither 
" armed, clothed, or difciplined, were not fit to 
" complete the field Battalions. I was obliged 
" alfo to leave two demi-brigades with the Army 

P 
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" of Obfervation, as it was wholly deftitute of 
« old troops. 

i 

" The weak ftate of the cavalry regiments 
u muft very fenfibly ftrike you, Citizens Dire&ors; 
« and I fliall not conceal from you the pain 
u which every foldier fuffers, to fee this Army 
" brought to fuch a reduced ftate by the fault of 
" the contra&ors, who have not fulfilled their 
u engagements. 

" The aftive part of the Army of Obfervation, 
" exifting only on paper, and the effective force of 
ct that of Helvetia being but thirty thoufand men, 
" our power is reduced to fixty-fix thoufand men 
" in the two armies of Mentz and Helvetia. You 
" muft immediately be convinced, if you will or- 
" der the different reports that I have made to he 
<c laid before you, on the ftrength of the enemy's 
" Armies, that we fliall have a very fuperior force 
" to encounter. — I will do every thing that do- 
c< pends on myfelfj but I muft take the liberty 
" to obferve, Citizens Directors, that the troops 
<c whom we mail have to combat, are excellent 
a and enured to war." 
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The advanced guard arrived at Wilingen the 
14th. The Army filed off the 15th and i6th, 
and took up its cantonments beyond the Black 
Mountains •: the right at Blomberg, and the left 
at Rotweil, 

Notwithstanding the proclamation of the Di- 4 
rectory, I could not confider myfelf as in an 
actual ftate of hoftilities with Auftria. It was 
neceffary that I mould attend the refult of the 
fummons of General Maffena, or wait for more 
precife orders. I was only inftrufted to march 
the Army beyond the Black Mountains, and to 
occupy the fources of the Neckar and the 
Danube. I wrote to the Directory the 15th 
Ventofe (5 March), and, after having given an 
account of the movement that the Army had 
juft effected, and offered fome obfervations on 
the pofitions which it occupied, I added : — 

" If you will take a comprehenfive furvey of 
(C ' my fituation, Citizens Directors, you will ob- 
" ferve, that, according to the moft pofitive ac- 
i* founts, the forces of the enemy amount tq 

Pz 

• 1 
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eighty thoufand men on thfi Lech, twepty-ftvo 
** tkoufend in Franconia* twenty-five thoufand 
" towards the take of Conftance and the Grifoi^ 
" Country, and twenty-four thou&nd Ruffians. 
" Suppofing, therefore, that the Auftrians em- 
" ploy fifty thoufand men to keep in check or . 
" fijht the Army of thirty thoufand tfcajt i& ir* 
" Helvetia, there will remain an hundred thou? 
" farid, men to a& againft that which I com- 
" mand* and whofe effete force ia no more 
" than thirty-fix thoufand.-^I am not eaflly 
« alarmed 3 and am firmly relblyed to dp every 
" thing that may depend on me tot furmpunt the 
" obftasles that oppofe me : but when I reflect 
" that tho enemy may, by my left, march to the 
u Rhiqe, and confequently get i» my rear the 
u the body of twenty-five thpufiand men winch 
" i$ in Franconia $ and that he may afterwards 
" attack me with fixty thoufand men ; it will 
? be far lefs difficult, I think, for me to find in 
u thi$ campaign a death of glory than a crown 
" of laurels. I am well aware, Citizens Pirec- 
" tors, that you had the defign to fupport my 
•* left and my communications by an Army of 
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fi Observation, but as that is pot yet in exiftencc f 
" th$ Army wbiph I pommand may be brought 
P into great hazard. It is my bounden duty, 
**. Citi^eps Dire&ors, to inform you without dif- 
guife, of the ftate and fixation of my Army ; par- 
" ticularly when I receive letters from my friends 
" at Paris, who felicitate me on entering the 
f campaign with aja A^my °f one hundred and 
" fifty thoufand men.-r-I tal^e great care to leave 
« them in their error, but it is my duty to tel| 
* you the. tsuth." 

So much pains had beep taken to fpread 
abroad the report, that I had one hundred and 
fifty thoufand men under my command j that it 
was very natural for the firft account of my 
retreat to ftrike the public with extraordinary 
aftonifhment^ and indifpofe it towards me. 
What then could be the defign of that power 
which pjaped me ip fuch an afflifitfng fituation ? 
but to rob me of \he efteem of my fellow-citi- 
zens : that efteem acquired by a long feries of 
toils, and thofe fucceffes which the true Repub- 
licans will never forget. The project to blaft 
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me, to difgrace me, to deftroy me, is fo manifeft, 
that I fliall not longer dwell on this work of 
iniquity. My heart would be lefs opprefled, if 
I had been the only victim of thcfe atrocious 
combinations > — but the blood of fo many gene- 
rous warriors is continually before me. I could 
pardon the authors of my own misfortunes ; but 
my everlafting hatred will follow them, who 
have facrificed, without remorfe, my brave com- 
panions in arms. — With what perfidious art was 
the real fituation of my Army concealed ; while 
the moft abfurd calumnies were noifed every 
where concerning it. 

Fortunately the Archduke did not difpofe the 
troops. which he commanded, to as much advan- 
tage as I had apprehended. The twenty-four 
thoufand Ruffians were fent into Italy ; while fome 
of the Auftrian troops were alfo detached to the 
Tyrol, on a prefumption that it might prevent a 
junction between the Army of Helvetia and that 
of Italy. — He brought near to him the troops 
which were in Francohia, and on the frontiers of 
gohemia, fo that he united an army of eighty 
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thoufand men, while another army of fort/ 
thoufand marched to alTift the corps which 
were in the Grifons, where happily it did not 
arrive before that country had been invaded, 
with fuch a&ive vigour, by the brave General 
Maffena. 

■ 

To put the public in a ftate to judge of the 
impreffion that the letter, of which an extract 
has juft been given, made upon the Directory, 
it is neceffary to fubmit to its examination the 
anfwer of the Minifter. It will there appear 
with what inftdious treachery he employed his 
hypocritical adulation, his falfe reafoning, and 
infignificant promifes, to elude the demands 
which I was unceafingly renewing ; while I 
never failed todefcribe, in the mofl lively colours, 
the perils which menaced the Army. 

" Paris, 2id Fentcfe, (i it h March J yt/i Year 
" of the trench Republic, one and indivijible 

<c The Minifter of War to General "Jour dan. 

" I. anfwer, Citizen General, by the defirc of 
«' the Directory, the letter that you wrote 

3 
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* the 15th Vcntofe, (5th March,) and of win* 
u I received the copy that you addreffecl to rrie. 
u It has been confidered with £11 the atte'htidh 
<c fuited to the importance of the ohfervtlfioris 
" with which you accompanied it, and rriakes 
tc the Directory ftill more highly fenfibte'of thait 
u juft confidence which it has placed in you. 

* 

" The comparative ftafe of your forces and 
" thofe which are oppofed to you, might, in* 
u deed, occafion fome difquietudes, if the Di- 
<c reftory, as well as myfelf, did not feel the 

* conviction, that fuperiority of numbers will 
ct . never affright a French army, when it is com- 
fC manded by you. The national vengeance 
<c that is to be exercifed againft perfldidus go- 
" vernments; the anxious and increafirig mte^ 
" reft we feel for peace, which will not be ob- 

* tained if we do not bdgin th£ campaign with 

« decifive viaories ; all thefe motives, inflaming 

«' the ardor of our troops, and feconded by the* 

" wifdom and ability of your military difpofi* 

" tions, mult infpire us with a fecurity eftabliuV 
« e; j ****** *. 
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« Admitting, however, that the reports of 
cc Citizen Baker, concerning the number of the 
" Auftrians, are not exaggerated, your pofition 
" is not lefs formidable for them ; — in effect, — 
ce you have under your command thirty-eight 
" thoufand effective men, not including the ar- 

♦ 

" tillery and corps of engineers*. The Army 
* c of Obfervatiori, which will be formed towards 
" the 10th Germinal, (30th March,) will bring 
« into the field from fifteen to twenty thoufand 
< c men; and the places on the Rhine being 
<f in a fufheient ftate of defence, you may, by 
« virtue of your fuperior authority, order a part 
" of that army to join yours, if the Auftrians 
" mould not be numerous.in Franconia, or mould 
" have formed their largeft body to oppofe you. 

" On the other fide, General Maffena, whofe 
" invafion of the Grifons will, J hope, be effec- 
u tuated before the campaign opens in Suabia, 
— — • 

* I know not why the Minifter perfifted in faying that I had 
38,000 effeaive men.— See the Statement of the Army when 
it paffed the Rhine. : j £ j n'r^Ti , \u 
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ff will be in a fituation to fupport your right, 
" in your offenfive march ; and you may avail 
M yourfelf alfo of General Bernadotte, to rein- 
" force the Army of the Danube, with any part 
" that you may think proper to take of the 
" Army of Helvetia, if circumftances require 
u it. The Auftrians are numerous, but, with- 
** out enlarging on our fuperior prowefs and 
'* activity, it mull be obferved, that they have 
u an immenfe country to cover, and that in ad- 
« vancing to meet you, they muft neceflarily 
** leave a large portion of their troops behind 
" them, either to occupy Bavaria, to defend 
u Bohemia, or to guard the intermediate polls ; 
u fo that, in this fiate of difperfion, the princi- 
** pal array, which is deftined to aft againft you, 
" does not appear as if it would be fuperior to 
#< you, either in ftrength or numbers. 

" As I have already informed you, the Army 
** of Obfervation will be aflembkd on the ift or 
* i oth of Germinal (21ft or 30th of March). It 
u will be compofed of twenty battalions of field, 
" and eighteen of garrifon troops, which, I 
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" hope, will be complete, with thirty- eight 

€ * fquadrons. It does not appear that the Auf- 

it trians can take any hoftile meafures againft 

cc you before the ioth Germinal, (30th March,) 

cc and, by that time, the a<£fcivity of General 

c< Bernadotte, and thfe invafion of the Grifons 

<c by General Maffena, will give you fuch a lati- 

<c tude of powers as muft prefage fuccefs. * * 
«♦*****« 

• 

" I prefume, Citizen General, it will afford 
<% you fatisfadlion to be informed, that notwith- 
• c (landing the alarms which the Engiifh have 
'* occafioned on our maritime coafts, the Direc* 
m tory is determined to prefs on the completion 
u of the Army of Obfervation, and put in 
** inftant motion the troops which Holland, and 
" the united departments have engaged to fur- 

nifli. In announcing to you thefe difpofitions, 
M I reiterate the expreffions of their high confi- 
" dence, on the part of Government, and that 
" my moil earned defire is to fee you gather 
u thofe laurels which are due to your extraordi- 
4€ nary zeal and fuperior talents. 

Q z 
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" In the courfe of the campaign you will find, 
K that the Directory and its Minifter are unceaf* 
" ingly employed, in providing for your wants and 
" encreafmg your means : — their intention is to 
c * fecond, with their utmoit power, thofe active 
" and daring meafures, which characterife your 
" operations, againft troops whofe character is 
" fhaken by their former defeats ; they are per- 
" fuaded that the Army of the Danube is deftined, 
6C under your command, to gain victories for the 
" Republic brilliant as that of Fleurus." 

* * 

The Executive Directory had inftructed me to 
occupy the fources of the Danube and the 
Neckar; but it had not explained itfelf relative 
to the conduct I was to hold, in cafe I mould 
rtieet the Auftrian Army. After its general or- 
dcrs and proclamation, it appeared to me, that 
I was not to commence hoftilities but in cafe of 
attack from the enemy ; or unlefs the French troops 
ihouid be oppofed in their defign to occupy thofe 
pofitions, of which I had received orders to poffefs 
myfelf. I confidered the movement that the Army 
had juft made, merely as a meafure of precaution, 
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to fcize Tome important pofts, which would put us 
in a fituation to fecondthe manoeuvres of the Army 
of Helvetia in the Grifon country, on the fuppofi- 
tion that the enemy would refufe to evacuate it on 
the fummons of General Maflena, and that the 
latter mould be obliged to attack him. From 
thefe conjectures, which appeared to me to be 
well-founded, I confined myfelf, while I was 
expecting communications from that General, 
to reconnoitre the country occupied by the Army, 
and to rectify its pofition. I puflied my ad- 
vanced guard as far as Tuttlingen, to get poflfef- 
fion of that important defile, and to be better 
inftructed refpefting the operations of the Arch- 
duke. I alfo ordered a bridge of boats to be 
conltru&ed on the Rhine at Newbrifac ; which 
being placed behind the centre of the Army, 
fee ured, in cafe of unfortunate events, a retreat 
on the valley of Fribourg. I alfo ordered fomc 
works to be conftructed to cover the bridge. 

I was informed on the iSth Vcntofe, (8th 
March,) that the Archduke had palfed the Lech 
on the the fame dav, and advanced towards 
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Suabia. The 20th, (10 March,) the light troops 
of the advanced guard fell in with fome of the 
enemy's Huffars 5 but they as well as our own 
troops had received orders not to attack or to 
employ arms but in cafe of aggreflion. Thefe 
patroles feparated after they had reciprocally ac- 
knowledged each other. 

Difpatches from General Maflena informed 
me the 2 2d Ventofe, (12th March,) that, on the 
Auftrian General having refufed to evacuate the 
Grifons, he had attacked him on the 18th. At 
the fame time he announced the brilliant fuccefc 
which he had obtained. 

Though the Directory had not given me any 
particular inftructions relative to my condu£l, in 
cafe hoftilities mould commence in the Grifon 
Countries ; I felt that my own patriotifm, the 
honour of the Republic, and tjie efteem with 
which a Commander infpired me whofe courage 
and talents had fo powerfully contributed to the 
glory of our arms, would not allow me to let 
him contend alone with the formidable Army of 
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the Archduke, It would have been to expofe 
this intrepid hero, and the valorous troops he 
commanded, to a certain lofs. With fuch a 
profpecT: before me, could I hefitate on the part 
I ought to take ? — I accordingly put the Army 
in motion the 23d Ventofe, (13th March,) when 
it pafled the Danube, and eftabliflied its right at 
Hohentweil, and the left at Tuttlingen on that 
river. General Saint-Cyr, who commanded the 
left of the Army, received orders to leave a body 
of the flank companies on the left bank of the 
Danube. This corps was compofed of two 
demi-brigades of infantry, which till then had 
formed a part of the referve ; and of fome fqua- 
drons of light cavalry. I entrufted the com- 
mand to the General of Divifion Vandamme, 
who had fome days fince given up the com- 
mand of the advanced guard to General Lefe- 
bure, and I eftabliflied myfelf at Engen. 

I difpatched an account of the movement I 
had made to the Directory, and informed it that 
I mould continue to march towards the Army of 
Helvetia, unlefs the Archduke mould oppofe 
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me with- a force that it would not be prudent for 
me to refift. I alfo earneftly requefted to be in- 
formed of their final intentions. 

» 

The Army halted on the 24th (14th March). 
On the following day it proceeded, and polled 
itfelf, the right to the Lake of Conftance, the 
centre at Stockach, and the left on the Danube* 
The advanced guard encamped at Moorkirch. 
The left flank companies remained on the left 
bank of the Danube, and inclined towards the 
height of Fridingen. I eftablifhed myfelf at 
Stockach. This day the columns fell in with 
Auftrians every where \ but as they retired on 
the fummons of their officers, hoftilities did not 
commence. The 25th and 26th were employed 
in fending out parties to reconnoitre. 

r \ I 

I 

The 27th, (17th March,) the Army renewed 
its march, and encamped, the right at the Lake 
of Conftance, and: the left on the Danube : — the 
right was ftationcd behind Maredorf, the centre 
at Ffulendorf, and the left at Mengen : — the 
flank companies remained on the bank of the 
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Danube. I fixed myfelf at Pfulendorf. The 
Auftrian light troops occupied the fmall towns 
and villages which it was our objeft to poflefs. 
They had orders not to employ their arms, but the 
obftacles which they oppofed to us plainfy proved 
that it was their defire to force us to an a£fc of 
aggreflion. As for myfelf, — having received no 
positive order from the Directory, I was deter- 
mined not to aft ofFenfively, unlefs I fliould be 
compelled in my own defence. The Auftrians, 
however, retired, and the truce was prolonged. 

The fame day, a letter of the Directory, as 
well as one from the Minifter, dated the 20th, 
(10th March,) acquainted me that a mefTage had 
been fent to the Legiflative Body, to propofe a 
declaration of war againft the Emperor and the 
Grand Duke of Tufcany ; and that the Com- 
mander in Chief of the Army of Italy had re- 
ceived orders to commence hoftilities. The Mi- 
nifter added, that General Bernadotte could not, 
before the 10th Germinal, (30th March,) eftablifh 
himfelf on the right bank of the Rhine, fo as to 
•over my left. He, therefore, dcfired me to aft 

R 



in any manner I Should think jncjft fui table ,to the 

actual ftate of things. 

• > < -< 

The Archduke advanced upon me with a very 
impofing force. He had alfo detached a confi- 
derable corps to Bregejitz and Feldkirch, in or* 
der to check the progrefc of General Maflena ; 
fo that I found rnyfelf in a very difficult pofition. 
By the advance that I had made to fupport the 
Army of Helvetia, my left became totally un- 
protected. If I had penetrated further onwards, 
before the arrival of the Army of Obfervation, 
I fliould have expofed that of the Danube to 
inevitable dangers; befides, the very weak ftate 
of that army compelled me to contract it, as. 
much as poflible, between the Lake of Con- 
usance and the Danube. This line enlarges with 
the defcent of that river; and it WQuld have 
been impoflible for me to occupy it, if I had 
pulhed further onwards. On the contrary, if I 
directed the main body of the Army to Bregentz, 
and abandoned the Danube, the Archduke would 
indubitably have attacked me on my left flank, 
and have infallibly driven me to the Lake of 
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Conftance ; while he would have been able to 
keep General Maflena in check with a very fu- 
perior force. I determined, therefore, to wait 
the Army of Obfervation in the poll that I oc- 
cupied. 

The movement which I had made to my right, 
on leaving Wilingen, in order to get between 
the Danube and the Lake of Conftance, having 
removed me at a coniiderable diftance from Kehl, 
I ordered the convoys of the Army to pafs, in 
future, by the Bridges of Bade and Newbrifac, 
and to reach the Army of the Forefl Towns and 
the Valley of Neuftadt. Thefe orders, which 
were entirely conformable to known military 
principles, produced, neverthelefs, very Angular 
effefts. The inhabitants of Wilingen, and of the 
Valley of Kinch and Oberkirch, perceiving that 
the French troops were moving off, fprcad a / 
report, that the Auftrians had turned the left of 
the Army of the Danube, and that they were 
marching to Kehl to get poffeffion of the Tete- 
du-Pont, with a view to cut off the retreat of 
that Army. The Commiffaries of War, the free 

R 2 \ 
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foldiers and deferters, as well as the Administra- 
tions, gave credit to this report on the faith of 
the inhabitants, who urged them to find fecugty 
in a fpecdy flight from the power of the enemy. 
At length the alarm extended fo far, that Ge- 
neral Chateauneuf-Randon, commandant of Straf- 
bourg, was perfuaded by thefe falfe reports that 
the enemy was within a few leagues of that city. 
As he was at this time fick, and confequently 
not in a Hate to verify the fact himfelf, and 
having but a fmall number of troops under his 
command, he proceeded, with all poflible dif- 
patch, to put in rcquilition the national guards 
of the departments of the Upper and Lower 
Rhine ; and informed me, by a courier extraor- 
dinary, of thefe fuppofed dangers, as well as the 
meafure he had adopted in confequence of them. 
This panic, which probably originated from ma- 
lice, feems, however, to have produced fome 
happy cffe&s. It offered to the citizens of thefe 
departments an opportunity of difplaying their 
zeal, their courage, and their boundlefs devotion 
to the Republic. The emotion was rapid as it 

was fDontaneous : the citizens haftened to every 
• 

I 
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point which was believed to be threatened, wilh 
arms and proviiions. This patriotic rapture 
proves that, in fpite of every effort which has 
been made to ficken Frenchmen of their repub- 
lican inftitutions, and to render their country, 
as it were, odious to them ; that, governed as they 
have been by their fellow-citizens with as op- 
prefiive a tyranny as they could have experienced 
from their molt perfidious enemies, they ftill pre- 
ferve the moft profound horror of every form of 
foreign dominion. It is to the warrior, who has 
fo often feen before him the laft efforts of dying 
lieroifm, that it is permitted to fpeak with enthu- 
liafm of a people, who would have offered fuch 
vaft and incxhauftible refources, if they had not 
been fo ill governed, or, rather, fo bafely be- 
trayed: — he is ftill permitted to indulge the 
hope, that, in fpite of fo many dark plots, fo 
many fad omens, fo many juft caufes of alarm, 
the Republic will at laft triumph both over its 
foreign and domeftic enemies. 

Thefe reports gave me confiderable uneafinefs j 
and though I had not the }eaft knowledge of 
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this pretended movement of the Auftrian Army, 
it was poflible that the Archduke might have con- 
cealed it from me : but the accounts of my emif- 
faries, and thofe which were brought by the dif- 
ferent reconnoitring parties, foon convinced me 
that thefe alarms had not the lead foundation, 
nor could I attribute them to any other caufe, 
than the evil difpofition of the inhabitants of the 
country. 

I conceived that General Chateauneuf Randon, 
inftead of fending me fuch vague information, — 
inftead of taking thofe extraordinary meafures, 
which were calculated to create alarm, and to 
produce the moft fatal effefts, ought, on the 
contrary, to have done every thing in his power 
to encourage the fpirits of the people. — Difcon- 
tented with his conduft, I fufpended him from 
his fun&ions. — But, however painful an avowal 
of error may be to felf-love, I fhall not diflemble 
my acknowledgement, that I afted with too 
much feverity towards that officer ; and that I 
ought to have feen no fault in his condu£r, but 
an excefs of zeal. — I relate this particular circurn- 
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fiance, in order to forewarn military men, that 
theyfhould diftrult this kind of ta&ic, fo familiar 
to the Auftrians ; which confifts in fpreading 
falfe alawns, to difturb the Commanders, to dif- 
courage the. foldiers, and to excite commotions 
among the inhabitants of the country places. 

General Bernadotte did all he could to fup- 
port me : but whaffuccour could he afford ? He 
formed, neverthelefs, the blockade of Philipf- 
bourg, took poffeffion of Manheim, and raifed 
as many works as it was in his power, on feveral 
points of the Rhine. He employed himfelf in 
furnifliing Mentz and Ehrenbreitftein with pro- 
vifions, as well as in arming and fitting out the 
confcripts: in ftiorr, he earneftly folicited the 
Directory and the Minifter, for the reinforce- 
ments, both in cavalry and infantry, which had 
been fo long, promifed to him : nor is there any 
occafion to repeat, that his folicitations and 
earned entreaties were all in vain. — The troops 
did not arrive on the Rhine, till we both of us 
had quitted the command. 



1 



[ ] 

I received the 29th, by a courier extraor- 

■ 

dinary, a difpatch from the Dire&ory, which 
informed me, that the legiflative body had de- 
clared the Republic to be in a ftate of war 
with Auftria and the Grand Duke of Tufcany. 
On the fame day I alfo received intelligence, 
that the Archduke had united his Army, and 
was preparing to attack me. His motions, and 
the converfation of fome of the officers of his 
li^ht troops, did not leave me the leaft doubt on 
that point. — I was not ignorant that his force 
was twice as ftrong as that which I commanded, 
and, which was the worft of all, the whole 
French Army was as well informed of that cir- 
cumflance as myfelf. The inhabitants of the 
country through which we parted, could not 
conceive it poflible that we mould dare to make 
an attack with fuch an inferior force. — The hour 
of delufion was pafTed, all ftratagem was fruit- 
lefs, and, notwithftanding the utmoft addrefs 
which prudence could fuggeft, they had dif- 
covered our real fituation. In fuch an hazard- 
ous pofition, the fafeft way would have been to 
return without righting but, imperious as the 
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jnotives were which prefcribed fuch a conduft to 
me I fliould never have forgiven myfelf, if I had 
yielded to them. In fact, could I abandon Gene- 
ral Maflena to the whole power of the Auftrian 
Army ? — The fkill of my enemies in the fcience 
of mifchief was fo complete, — and they had 
managed every thing with fo much addrefs, that 
whatever part I had taken, they would have 
found the means to calumniate me. I knew too 
well the Machiavelian fpirit that governe&the 
Direclory, to imagine that I fliould not rec ^ive 
orders to attack. I was fenfible that their delay 
arofe from the certainty that I was in fuch a 
fituation, as to render it impoflible for^ne to fall 
back without fighting. Thefe very men, who 
would have exclaimed againft ; ;e as a coward 
and a traitor, if I had abandoned General 
Maflena, without having made every effort to 
fupport him, have had the affrontery to declare, 
that I had not received orders to attack. No, — 
audacious calumniators! — Deftroyers of public 
liberty, — perfecutors of the moft virtuous and 
boned citizen*; — no, I had not received your 
prders when I made the attack ; but had you 

s 
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not placed me in a pofition, where, whatever 
the hazard might be, I could not refufe to fight 
without devoting myfelf to infamy ? — To difpel 
every doubt from the treachery of your defigns^ 
I mall tranferibe two letters which were written 
to me by the Minifter, who is the organ of your 
will. It is fortunate for me that your impatience 
would not allow you to wait the remit of the 
part which I mould take. — If you had forefeen 
it, you would have been cautious enough not 
to write thefe letters, and would then have 
been able to calumniate me with ftill greater ad- 
vantage. 

u 29th Ventofe, {19th March,) jthyear. 

i€ The Minifter cf War, to Citizen Jourdan, Com- 
" mander in Chief of the Armies of the Danube, 
u of Objervation, and Helvetia. 

" The Executive Directory, Citizen Genera], 
" has charged me to fend to you, by a courier 
M extraordinary, the details that it has received 
" of the motions of the enemy. 



< 
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" If the accounts of thefe motions are correcl:, 
* c as there is no reafon to doubt, there are good 
*' grounds for concluding that the Auftrians have 
" formed the defign to make an attack upon you, 
* and that they are fenfible of their fuperior 
" force, fince they did not wait for you behind 
" the Lech ; where, by the advantage of their 
" pofition, and the facility of uniting their power, 
" they might hope for fuccefs in the firft engage- 
u ment. 

u This Hep of the enemy is taken, probably, 
k< with a view to Switzerland, which is at prefent 
" covered by the Army of General Maflena, and 
" where they may expecT: to find a powerful 
<l party, who will immediately declare them- 
" felves if they mould gain any advantage. 

- 

" The Auftrians know, befides, that they 
<c have always been beat whenever they have 
" been attacked ; and they may be difpofed to 
<c make an attempt that has been fo fuccefsful 
** to the French, becaufe it is congenial to their 

S 2 
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" charaQer, and is of importance to be renewed 
" in the beginning of a campaign. 

n The Executive Direflory, in leaving you, 
" Citizen General, all the latitude, in point of 
" execution, that your own force and that of 
* f the Army of Helvetia will allow, has charged 
" me to inform you of its opinion, that you 
" lhould fruftrate the proje£ls of the enemy by 
" attacking them as foon as poffible, and before * 
" they have united all their force. 

" Great reliance is alfo had, Citizen General, 
* on the particular infight you muft have into 
(t the fituation and circumftances of the enemy 
" that you have before you ; and on your unre- 
" mitting defire to make the arms of the Repub- 
" lie triumph. 

" Health and Fraternity, 

** M i let-Mure a tf. ,r 

The Direfitory feemed to be apprehenfive that 
this letter was not fufficiently clear and precife. 
They had received that of the 28th, in which I 

3 
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informed them that I was arrived, at Pfulendorft- 
and that, as the Army of Obfervation could not 
be formed before the ioth Germinal, (30th 
March,) I fliould await that event to commence 
offeofive operations; but that, neverthelefs, if, 
before that period, the Archduke fliould maqi- 
feft an intention to attack me or the Army of / 
Helvetia, I was determined to prevent it by at- 
tacking him, notwithstanding the fuperiority of 
his numbers. The Directory ordered the Mini- 
fler to write me the following anfwer. 

Paris, 2d Germinal, ( 22 d March,) yth Year 
" of the French Republic, one and indivifible* 

* c The Minifter of War to Citizen Jour dan, Com- 
" mander in Chief of the Armies of the Danube^ 
" of Helvetia, and of Obfervation. 

" The Executive Directory, Citizen General, 
<f has read with attention your letter of the 
" a8th Ventofe, (18th March,)— and it has* 
w charged me to obferve to you, that, regard* 
" ing, as they do, the Army of Helvetia to be 
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u an integral part of that which ydu command 
" and which you may difpofe in any manner 
•* that you fliall judge beft, it is of importance 
" that you do riot delay an inftant in attacking 
" the enemy, who is daily increafing his fosce, 
" while yours remains the fame; 

<f Your army, therefore, being ftrorig, inured 
4< to war, and animated by the fuccefs of that 
" of Helvetia; and the enemy's troops being 
" difcouraged and faint-hearted, the Directory 
" is perfuaded that you ought to be under no 
u alarm for your left, and to make an immedi- 
" ate attack. 

• 

" The Directory has commanded me to com- 
" municate to you the motives which influence 
" its opinion, that you will poflefs a real advata- 
** tage in making an inftant attack on the ene- 
" my before its force can be united, and not- 
" witfylanding the non-exiftence of the Army of Ob* 
" fsrvation. It refers alfo, in particular, to the 
" letter I wrote to you, in its name, on the 
" 29th Ventofe, (19th March,) and relies on* 
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* the daring fpirit of your meafures, and tha 
f means that you will employ to make the arm$ 
t* of the Republic triumph. 

" Health and Fraternity, 

The Directory being compelled to acknow* 
ledge that the Army of Obfervation had a mere 
nominal exiftence, fpeaks with extreme com* 
plaifance of that of Helvetia, as if it was, in 
fa£l, at my difpofal. But, befides that the two 
armies, feparated by the Lake of Conftance* 
could not give the leaft affiftance to each other, 
but in fighting $ fuch was the ppfition it occu- 
pied, and General Maffena was threatened by fuch 
a fuperior force, that he frequently folicited me 
to fend him a brigade, commanded by General 
Ruby, which flanked my right. Tp give a juft 
idea of the actual pofition of this Army, I fljaij 
tranfcribe a letter from its commander. 

* * ' 4 » 

/ 
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, ' Head Quarters, at Coire, the 2$th Ventbfe, 

" ( 1 %th March,) jt/i Year of the French 
fc Republic, one and indivifible. 

<c Maffcna, Commander in Chief, to Citizen Jour dan, 
" Commander in Chief of the Army of the Danube, 

* e I received laft night, my dear General, a 

* courier-extraordinary from the Executive Di- 
rectory, by which I am informed, that it has 

* fent you orders to move forwards, as well as 
#< to the Commander in Chief of the Army of 
* c Italy ; and that, on the morning of the 2 2d, 
** a meflage was to be fent to the Legiflative 

Body, tu recommend it to declare war againft 
v the Emperor and the Grand Duke of Tufcany. 

' u We are then once more at war, my dear 
ct General, and I am obliged to inform you, that 
" I am by no means in a fituation to execute 
" the orders that you may fend me ; not having 
" a fingle ration of bread to fupply the divi- 
? c fions and if 1 had it, I am without carriages, 
" to tranfport it." 
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cV t have unremittingly reprefented to the 
** Minifter of war the undifguifed (ituation of 
w the Army df Helvetia. On my arrival to take 
u the command of it, I gave him an account of 
€< its total want of waggons, &c. ; and that this 
M Army being deftined to pafs over a country 
" wholly without refoufces, it was indifpenfibly 
" heceflary to furnifh a fupply of eight hundred 
u thoiifand rations of bifcuit. — They were ac- 
u cordingly promifed; but nothing is arrived, 
u and we are in a state of destitution. 

u J have fent a courier extraordinary to the 
" Direftory to demand a fucceflbr, and I inform 
" it> that I am foliciting you, to make a provi- 
" fional appointment to my command. I beg of 
u you to comply with my requeft> as I do not 

* feel myfelf able to conduft a war in the Tyrol, 
xx without fubfiftence and without carriages; 

• - 

* Brigadier General Ruby gives an account 
w to his General of Divifion that General Fe- 

* rino has taken a part of it. I have ftated 

* to you* my dear General, the ftrength oT the 

T 
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« Army, and the pofts it has to maintain ; ify 
* therefore, you begin by taking a brigade from 
" me, I know not what I mail do/' 

It was altogether impoflible for me to difpenfe 
with attacking the enemy, fince he was making 
his difpofitions to anticipate me. It is not lefs 
certain that the Archduke had one hundred and 
twenty thoufand men under his command, 
which were the flower of the Auftrian troops. 
And what had we to oppofe to this formidable 
Army? — Thofe of the Danube and Helvetia, 
which, at the commencement of the campaign, 
did not, in all, amount to fixty-fix thonTand 
fighting men, 

■ • 

Being determined to fight, and even to foreftatf 
the attack, I communicated my intentions to 
General Maffena, and requefted him to do all in 
his power to get poflcflion of Feldkirch. Or* 
the 30th Ventofe, (20th March,) I difpofed the 
Army in the following manner. The advanced 
guard, commanded by Ceneral Lefebvre,. re- 
ceived orders to take poft on, a rivulet called 
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• 

Oftrach, behind the village of that name ; and 
fie was charged to keep, with great vigilance* 
the pafles of Mogenbuch. The third divifion, 
commanded by General St. Cyr, was ordered to 
eftablifti itfelf at Mengen ; and was charged to 
connect itfelf, by the right, with the troops of 







1 





companies, commanded by General Vendamme, 
to the left bank of the Danube, behind the 
brook which falls into that river below Sigma* 
rengen, 

9 

General Ferino, who commanded the firft di- 
vifion, received orders to take his portion on the 
little river Afch, which rifes near that of the 
Oftrach, and empties itfelf in the Lake of Con- 
ftance, near Buchorn. He was alfo charged to 
ocpupy the pa(Te$ of Ravenfburg, 

The fecond divifion, commanded by General 
Souham, was ordered to encamp, with the ca- 
valry, before Pfulendorf, on the road which leads 
from that town to Oftrach. 

* » 
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The referve of cavalry, commanded by Gene-, 
ral Haupoult, were ordered to be cantoned in 
the environs of Pfulendorf. Thefe two divifions 
were to form a part of the fecond line :— they 
were deftined to bear down on the points that 
(hould be attacked j or to fuftain the other divi- 
sions when I fhould make the attack myfelf. 

The Generals Lefebvre, St. Cyr and Ferino, 
received orders, to cover the front of their divi- 
fions with the light troops ; the two firft keeping 
them in advance to the right b^nk of the 
Oftrach, and the latter pufliing- them on to the 
^eft bank of the Afch. They were both or- 
dered to make a vigorous attack on the enemy's 

outpofts, of which the light troops were to pofc 

■ 

fefsthemfelv.es. ; 

1 

1 

General Ferino fell in with the enemy behind 
Marchdorf, when they were very yigoroufly 
attacked by Brigadier General Tharreau, who, 
at the head of a column of infantry and fome 
light cavalry, turned then*, and made fourfcore 
prifoners of the huffar regiment of Grautz, and 
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feventy foot foldiers of a free corps, among 
whom was a Major and four other officers. Ge- 
neral FerinQ ordered th$ purfuit of the enemy 
whofe loft as very confiderable. The number 
pf prifoners made by this divifion, amounted tq 
two hundred men ; on our fide there were only 
a few killed and wounded. Citizen Dubalant, 
Captain of the liglit infaijtry carabineers, wj^ 
among the Jatter, 

General Saint Cyr alfo fell in wTth the enemy, 
and drove them from fome villages, fituated on 
fhe front of his civifjon on the right bank of 
the Oftrach j killed feveral men, and made 
twelve prifoners among whom was a captain. 
The left flank cprps, which I had been ob- 
liged to draw off from -the Danube, to aflure 
rnyfelf if {he enemy had really made a move- 
ment on that ficle, as it had been reported, had 
got to fuch a diftance, as prevented them from 
reaching the poft which had been appointed for 
them : this circumftance rendered it neceflfary for 
General Saint Cyr to detach fome troops to tfye 
|eft bank of the Danube, under the orders of 
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Adjutant General Debilly, to cover his left 
flank; by which operation he weakened his 
divifion. The laft obfervation will, at firft, 
perhaps, appear to be trifling ; but thofe who 
are profound in the military art will be fen- 
iible of its importance, efpecially, when I have 
detailed the following particulars.— If the re- 
ports of a movement on my left had not been 
believed ; if the extraordinary meafures taken 
at Strafburgh, had not confirmed the certainty 
of it, I fhould not have ordered the left flank 
corps, commanded by General Vendamme, to 
fuch a diftance from the Army. This corps, 
which was compofed of two demi-brigades and 
three fquadrons, would have formed a junftion 
with the divifion of General Saint Cyr, who, on 
the following day, would not only have been in 
a condition to refift the enemy, but to have 
given a powerful fuccour to the advanced guard : 
and it is not improbable that the Archduke 
would then have failed in forcing the paffage of 
Oftrach, Thus it is in war, that the mod 
furprifing effe&s proceed fometimes from the 
moft trifling caufes.' The antients wor(hippe4 
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fortune as a divinity. — According to their my- 
thology, (he prefided over all the events pf life, 
and difpenfed good and evil according to her ca- 
pricious pleafure. Such an idea was more inge- 
nious than philofophic - y better calculated to pleafe 
the imagination than to fatisfy reafon on matters 
that tranfcend human comprehenfion. It ap- 
pears, however, that a kind of fatality often- 
times deftroys the wifeft plans, renders ufelefs 
the mod fagacious calculations* and conjures up 
fuccefs from meafures that experience would 
regard as errors. — If the moft trifling incidents 
can have fuch an effe£fc on the fate of bat- 
tles as cannot be well doubted, Generals, and 
Commanding Officers, before /they make their 
reports to the Commander in Chief, ought to be 
well aflured of what they advance; fince, from 
the impoflibility of feeing every thing himfelf,- 
it is from their reports that he muft decide ; and 
one piece of falfe intelligence, a fingle alarm, 
which envy or malevolence may excite, is fome- 
times capable of difconcerting his projects, and 
drawing him on into meafures, which oftentimes 
produce the moft fatal confequences. 



■ 
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denerai Lefebvre, who commanded the ad- 
vanced guard, after having taken the pofition to 
which he was appointed, difpatched his light 
troops to Holkirch and Saulgen. The right coi 
lumn found the enemy in order of battle before 
Hoikirch, made a very vigorous attack, and carried 
the village, which its di Advantageous fituatioii 

• • * 

would not fufFer them to keep. The Auftrians 
having brought to this point, Four battalions, 
twelve hundred horfe, and fix pieces of cannon^ 
fought^ during the whole day, againft four com- 
panies of the twenty-fifth demi-brigade of light 
infantry i a fquadron of the firft regiment of 
chafieurs, and one of the fifth of hufTars. Gene- 
ral Lefebvre afterwards reinforced this corps 
with a battalion of the fifty-third demi-brigade* 
of the feventeenth regiment of dragoons, and 
three pieces of light artillery. The night, at 
length, put an end to this obftinate combat> and 
the light troops of this column took poft* part 
of them at the head of the village of Koninfeck- 
ralt, and the reft along the' wood* which is to 
the left of Hoikirch, connecting themfelves, by 
pelts, acrofs the foreft* with thofe of the left 

3 
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columns ; thefe, having quitted Oftrach at the 
fame moment, had followed the high road of 
SauJgen ; and having fallen in with the enemy 
at Bachhaupten, followed them up with great 
vigour, drove them as far as the abbey of Siefen; 
and, having fcoured the woods of fome infantry 
which were (heltered there, obliged the cavalry 
to fly, for an opportunity of rallying, to the body 
of the army which was encamped at Saulgen. 
At night this column fell back, and took its po- 
rtion behind Bolftern, covering by pofts the vil- 
lage of Fridberg, and communicating, by other 
pofts, with the right column. 
» ' • 

The advanced guard alfo caufed a confider- 
able lofs to the enemy, as well in killed as 
wounded, and made one hundred and fifty pri- 
foners. Our lofs amounted to no more than 
twenty men wounded and eight killed. The 
courage difplayed by thefe troops, and the judg- 
ment of their intrepid commanders, awakened, 
in my mind, the raoft lively fatisfa&ion, and re- 
animated my hopes. I particularly diftinguifhed 
among them Citizen Baron, captain in the firft 

U 
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regiment of horfe chafleurs ; and Citizen Everk, 
who commanded a fquadron in the fifth regi- 
ment of the huflars. I did not leave General 
Lefebvre till an hour before night. 

The Army occupied a very advantageous pofi- 
tion. — The Oftrach and the Afch are two rivu- 
lets whofe refpeftive fources are at a fm all dis- 
tance from each other, near Riedhaufen. The 

firft takes its courfe from South to North, and 

1 

empties itfelf into the Danube, below Mengen. 
The fecond, on the contrary, runs from North to 
South, and empties itfelf into the Lake of Con- 
fiance near Buchorn. Though they are very incon- 
ftderable dreams, they render the country through 
which they flow fo marfhy, that it is not practicable 
for artillery to pafs, but on the great roads which 
traverfe it. There are a greater number of paflages 
for the infantry, but they are very eafily defended. 

I knew that the Archduke was marching to- 
wards me - 9 but I thought it would be two or 
three days before he would be prepared to make 
an attack. I was the more confirmed in thefe 
ccnje&ures, as, from the reports of the 29th, his 
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head-quarters were at Mindelheim, and the main 
body of his array was encamped on the Mindel. 
I hoped to profit of this interval, either to 
ftrengthen the pofition of the Army, or to attack 
the corps which was before me — and I waited 
for fuch intelligence as I might receive the fol- 
lowing day, to determine the meafure I fliould 
prefer. But I was deceived in my calculation : 
the Archduke advanced by forced marches ; his 
army had continued its route night and day; 
and he anticipated my defigns, by attacking me 
on the i ft Germinal (21ft March). 

At five in the morning I received a letter from 
General Lcfebvre, -who informed me that his 
advanced pofts were attacked at all points ; and 
that, from the accounts he had received, we 
muft expect a general engagement. 

I immediately ordered General Souham, who 
commanded the fecond divifion, to detach a de- 
mi-brigade, and a company of light artillery, to 
reinforce the divifion of the advanced guard 5 
and forefeeing if it was the defign of the ene- 
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my to bring on a general engagement, that they 
would endeavour to turn our pofitiori on our 
right, by penetrating the defiles between the 
fources of the Oftrach and the Afch ; I com- 
manded the fame General to detach a body of 
troops to defend thofe defiles. He intruded 
that operation to Brigadier-General Decaen, 
who had under him the fecond demi-brigade of 
the line, the ift regiment of dragoons, and two 
pieces of artillery. This column took the direc- 
tion of Pfrugen and Waldbeuren. 

I ordered General Haupoult to collect the re- 
ferved cavalry in the plain of Pfulendorf, to pro- 
tect, if neceffary, the retreat of the advanced 
guard. The difpofition of the country, which 
was interfered by rivers, marines, and woods, 
would not allow me to employ this corps in a 
more effectual manner, fuel) ground being very 
unfavourable tor the engagement of cavalry. 

I wrote to General Saint Cyr, to unite his di- 
vifion and prepare for action. I gave him parti- 
cular inftructions, to fpare no exertion in order 
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to defend a wood which was on his right, and 
feparated his divifion from that of General Le- 
febvre, and to prevent the enemy from getting 
pofleflion of it. He replied to me that he was 
making the neceffary difpofition to give a good 
reception to the Auftrians, who were preparing 
to attack him. He alfo obferved to me, and 
with reafon, that the flank troops to the left, not 
having been able to reach the pofition which 
had been afligned them on the rivulet that emp ■ 
ties itfelf into the Danube, below Sigmarengen, 
he had been obliged to detach troops to defend 
that poft, as well as another at Sygmardorf, 
which greatly diminiflied the ftrength of his di* 

• 

vifion. 

I alfo communicated to General Ferino the 
circumftances of the moment ; but his head- 
quarters were at Marcdorf, and, confequently, 
at ,too great a diftance from me to take a very 
active part in the approaching battle. His divi- 
fion was detached from the army, and formed, 
in feme degree, a diftintt corps. He was ordered 
to aft according to circumftances, as it was not 
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in my power to give him any fpecial inftruc- 
tions. 

It may be thought, perhaps, that, confidering 
the fmall number of my troops, I ought not to 
have kept this divifion at fo great a diftance from 
the Army, with a view to any operations in the 
battle of Oftrach. But befides, that it guarded 
the moft: important paffes, and that it would 
have been highly imprudent to abandon them, as 
they led from Raveftourg to Marckdorf, to 
Salfmenfveiller, and even to Pfulendorf, I had 
alfo received the moft certain information, that 
the enemy had a large force on my right. How 
could I then difpenfe with keeping a divifion to 
obferve that corps, to cover my flank, and pro- 
tect my communications with the Army of Hel- 
vetia ? 

Having iflued thefe different orders, I pro- 

■ 

ceeded to the camp of the advanced guard, ac- 
companied by General Ernouf, who commanded 
the general ftaff of the Army as well as my own. 
-On my arrival there about feveji o'clock in the 
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morning, General Lefebvre gave me an exaft 
account of the events which had taken place, 
and the.difpofitions that he had made. 

The pods beyond Fridberg had been affaulted 
at one in the morning by a cloud of red cloaks, 
and had been forced to fall back to the upper 
part of the wood of Davidfveiler. — Six battalions 
of free corps had attacked, at the fame inftant, 
the [night-guards polled behind Bolftern. The 
twenty-fifth demi-brigade of light infantry, which 
defended all thefe pafles, had fuccefiively re- 
treated to Davidfveiller, and afterwards, part to 
Oftrach, part to Ickofen, and part to Ejnhart, 
to defend thofe three important pofitions. 

This demi-brigade diftinguiflied itfelf by the 
fignal manner in which it made this retreat, 
which began at two in the morning, and was 
not completed till feven. 

The firft regiment of horfe chafleurs, and the 
fourth of Huflars, formed a part of the column 
of the twenty-fifth demi-brigade ; and in fup- 
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porting the light infantry, they executed thetf 
manoeuvres in the bed order. 

* * 

■ 

After thefe movements, the greater part of the 
twenty-fifth brigade ot light infantry had got be- 
low the pofition, and in front ot the division of 
General Lefebvre, Four companies under the 
orders of the commander of the battalion de 
Drouin, were placed at the bridge of Oftrach, and 
at the head of that village, to defend it from the 
approach of the enemy. Ten other companies, 
ftretching along the left bank of the Oftrach, 
extended themfelves at the fame time, on the 
left, to defend the palfes which lead from Van- 
gen and Einhart, to Mogenbuch. 

The fourth regiment of huflars, the firft of 
chafleurs, and two fquadrons of the feventeenth 
of dragoons, were placed behind Oftrach, to the 
right of the pofition. Thefe troops were com- 
manded by General Klaine. — A battalion of the 
fixty-feventh demi-brigade was formed into a 
clofe column, and placed behind the village of 
Oftrach, to fupport the four companies- of light 
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infantry. Another battalion of this demi-bri- 
gadc was drawn up in order of battle, at the 
point of the wood which is oppofite Jeckafen, 
in order to defend that village. A battalion of the 
fifty-third demi-brigade was ftationed in referve 
near the wood, which lengthened the pofition. 
The light artillery and that of the train were 
placed on feveral platforms, to defend the ap- 
proach of the village of Oftrach, by flanking the 
troops that might approach it. 

General Lefebvre reckoned alfo, for the de- 
fence of his pofition, on a battalion of the fifty- 
third demi-brigade, four companies of the twen- 
ty-fifth demi-brigade of light infantry, three 
fquadrons of the fifth regiment of huflars, a 
fquadron of the firft regiment of # chavTeurs, and 
two fquadrons of the feventeenth regiment of 
dragoons, 

< 

Thefe troops, commanded by Adjutant Gene- 
ral Fontaine, had been fent forward in the even- 
ing to Holkirch. He had received orders to fall 
back on Oftrach : but the enemy had interpofed 

X 
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at the entrance of the village, and he found him- 
felf between the fire of the French and that of 
the Auftrians. As he could not attempt the 
paflage without expofing himfelf to be entirely 
defeated, he availed himfelf of a fog, which con- 
cealed his column from the enemy, and afcending 
the Oftrach by the right bank of that river, on 
which he found no practicable opening, he was 
forced to advance at far as Riedhaufen, where, 
after having engaged a column of the enemy, he 
formed his junction with the troops of the fecond 
divifion, which I had difpatched in the morning 
to defend that pafs. This retreat, which was as 
difficult as it was dangerous, and required an 
uncommon prefence of mind and great courage, 
does infinite honour to the Adjutant General 
Fontaine and Citizens Sahuc and Vander- 
mann, the former, General of the firft deml- 
brigade of chafleurs, and the latter, Commander 
of the fifty-third demi-brigade. This event, 
however, weakened the divifion of General Le- 
febvre, lefTened our means of defence, and con- 

+ 

tributed to the fuccefs of the enemy. 
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Such were the admirable difpofitions made by 
General Lefebvre when I arrived on the field of 
battle : and, notwithftanding the immenfe fu- 
periority of the enemy, we might, perhaps, have 
maintained our pofitions, if a thick fog had not 
concealed all their motions, and deprived us of 
the power to afford any feafonable fuccour to 
thofe points where they directed their attacks. 

The enemy attacked the village of Oflrach 
with three or four battalions in the face of a 
very brifk cannonade. The four companies of 
light infantry placed in this village, and pro- 
tected by a terrible tire of our artillery, fuftained 
the (hock with an heroic courage, and continued 
to repulfe the Auftrians during three hours. The 
Commander of the battalion, Drouin, covered 
himfelf with glory in this action. 

At the fame time the enemy filed off feveral 
battalions, with artillery, to their right. They 
then made a vigorous attack on the village of 
Schopen, with a view to penetrate to Mogen- 
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buch, by different fords that the little rivulet of 
Oftrach offers in this part of it- 

General Lefebvre, who perceived this move- 
ment, immediately difpatched the battalion of 
the fifty-third demi-brigade, which had been 
kept in referve, behind Vangen, and ordered his- 
cavalry to pafs, from the right of his pofition to* 
the left, to fupport the infantry who defended 
the paffage of the rivulet. 

The firing was terrible and continual; and the 
enemy, who eonfidered it of the utmoft impor- 
tance to get poflfeflion of Oftrach, fent frefh 
troops to reinforce the former, and at length, fa 
far prevailed, as to compel the four companies- 
who defended it, to abandon the bridge, and to 
fall back into the village. The Brigadier-Gene- 
ral Bontems, who was behind this village with 
the battalion of the fixty-feventh demi-brigade y 
received orders at the fame inftant, to retake the 
pod and keep it. He immediately gave the figna> 
of attack, and executed the order with a fteady 
courage which is above all praife. 

■ 
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General Lefebvre being informed that the ene- 
my made every effort to get poffeflion of the 
pafles which led to Mogenbuch, haftened to 
Ikofen to fatisfy himfelf that the difpofitions had 
been made, which he had commanded. As he 
was dire&ing fome movement, he was (truck by 
3 bullet on his left arm ; and he ftrove, as long 
as pollible, to conceal his wound from the offi* 
cers that furrounded him: when he was, at 
length, obliged to quit the field of battle, I gave 
the command of his divifion to Brigadier-General 
Soult, 

* • * 

At this moment the feventh demi-brigade, 
which formed a part of the fecond* divilion, . 
arrived to fupport the advanced guard, in con- 
formity to the order I had given to General 
Souham before my departure from Pfulendorf. 
A battalion of this demi-brigade was placed be- 
hind the village of Oftrach ; and I ordered 
Adjutant-General Molitor to conduct the other 
battalion to Mogenbuch, in order that he might 
be in a fituation to prefs forward to the pafles 
which were the moft vigoroufly attacked, and 
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fupport thc^troops that defended them : but this 
battalion arrived too late. General Molitor fell 
in with thefe troops, who, compelled to give 
way to fuperior numbers on the fide of Vangen 
and Einhart, were retreating to the divifion of 
the advanced guard. He wilhed to renew the 
attack > but the enemy were already fcattered 
through the woods and in great force j on the other 
hand, our troops were harafled and exhaufted 
with fatigues, as well as in want of ammunition. 
The enemy took this advantage to prefs our 
artillery with fome corps of cavalry ; but they 
were repulfed by two fquadrons commanded by 
General Klaine. The Brigadier-Generals .Mer- 
lin, Saint Dizier, and the General of Horfe Du- 
bois Crance, led on their troops with great in- 
trepidity and judgment. 

At this time, the fog being difperfed, we dis- 
covered an immenfe line of cavalry and infantry. 
It may be faid, without exaggeration, that the 
troops which engaged our advanced guard 
amounted to twenty-five thoufand men. I now 
perceived the abfolute impoflibility of making 
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any further refiftance againft fuch a fuperior 
force, as well as the danger that threatened the 
divifion, from the advantage which the enemy 
had gained on the left. I therefore ordered 
General Soult, to fall back with the divifion to 
the poft before Pfulendorf. 

The retreat was effected in perfect order, 
and was fupported in particular by the 
feventh company of fap-mcn, who, after hav- 
ing cut down, under the enemy's fire, the 
bridges on the Oftrach, fought like grenadiers- 
Citizen Crete, Lieutenant of that company, dif- 
tinguifhed himfelf in a manner that deferves my 
eulogium. The Brigadier-Generals Soult and 
Laval performed prodigies of valour. The for- 
mer difplayed, in the command of the divifion 
which he had taken, after General Lefebvre was 
wounded, a prefence of mind and military talent 
that were truly admirable. The Citizens Bon- 
tems, Brigadier-General, and Chauffard, who 
commanded the battalion of the fixty- feventh 
demi- brigade of infantry, conducted them fe Ives 
in a manner to merit the utmoft praife. Our 
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artillery did great execution among the enemy's 
troops : the cannoneers and officers equally dif- 
tingui(hed themfelves, the one by their a&ivity 
and addrefs, and the other by their judicious 
directions. The ftaff officers employed near 
General Lefebvre were eminently ferviceable ; at 
one time, in braving every danger to difcover the 
motions of the enemy which the fog concealed 
from us ; and, at other times, by directing, with 
fuperior (kill, the feveral columns to thofe points, 
where the General wiflied them to a£t : in fhort, 
in this memorable conflict, French valour ap- 
peared in all its luftre. Officers and foldiers 
fought with intrepidity, againft enemies, who 
were formidable from their fuperior force : they 
flattered themfelves that they fhould cru(h by pro- 
digies of courage, an enemy who might over- 
whelm them by the weight of numbers. Thofe 
thick battalions which they faw extend before 
them, far from checking their ardour, appeared to 
redou ble it. That day, fo celebrated for heroifm, 
will dwell for ever on my remembrance. It 
will recall thofe precious teftimonies of affe&ion, 
that can never be effaced from my memory * 

- 
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and will not ceafe to confole me in the midft of 
that bitter cup which my implacable enemies 
have given me to drink. I mall afk permiflion 
to mention one circumftance, among an hundred 
others, which will prove that, at all times, I have 
known how to deferve the efteem of the foldier. 
In retracing this little event, I do not mean to 
make an offering to my own felf-love ; but to give 
a free courfe to the fenfibility of my heart. 

> 

Some time after General Lefebvre had receive 
£d his wound, a bullet (truck my horfe, and I 
was thrown on true field of battle 5 a fudden ex*- 
clamation of, *? The General is killed," inftantly 
efcaped, with the moft mournful accents, from 
the foldiers which were about me. I arofe, and 
mounted another horfe, and joy beamed on every 
countenance. Brave and affectionate Comrades} 
receive the expreffion of my moft lively gratitude; 

how dear is the teftimony of your attachment to 

- 

me ! I (hall never forget your kind reproaches, 
when I expofed myfelf to dangers in fighting by 
your fide. — Ought not I then to partake your 
perils, fince I (hare in your glory? What! (hall 

Y 



I fee fo many intrepid warriors encounter death 
a thoufand times, — and flielter myfelf from its 
ftroke ? — No : my duty did not inftruft me alone 
to direct your ardent courage; it commanded 
me aTfo to difplay my own. — The more affec- 
tionately you regarded me, the more I cherifhed 
you ; and I ought to render myfelf the more 
worthy of you, by my zeal, my courage, and 
my devotion to you. 

At the fame time that the enemy attacked the 
jdivifion of General Lefebvre with fo much fury, 
they were proceeding to make a fimilar attack 
on the front of the divifion of General Saint Cyr, 
and it took place immediately after that of Ge- 
neral Lefebvre. Towards fix in the morning 
the engagement became ferious. The enemy 
aflailed with great fpirit the troops that General 
Saint Cyr had placed on the right bank of the 
Oftrach, in the villages of Hohendeng, Felcko- 
fen, Reifkaen, and Urfendorf, to cover the front 
of his divifion ; which, from the fuperiority of 
the force employed againft them, were obliged 
to fall back on the main body of it. 
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The enemy had a corps at Herbentingen, 
which confifted of a thoufand or twelve hundred 
horfe, two battalions, and fome pieces of artil- 
lery ; which was fupported by a battalion and 
fome fquadrons that were at Reidlingen. 

General Saint Cyr ordered Adjutant-General 
Debilly to proceed with two fquadrons to the lift 
bank of the Danube, in fight of Riedlingen. 
The obje£t of this movement was to alarm the 
enemy on this point; and give it the appearance 
of being the advanced guard of our corps of 
flank regiments, which meditated an attack on 
Riedlingen. 

A battalion of the hundredth and eighth demi- 
brigrade, which occupied Sigmarengen, Sigma- 
fengendorf, and Scheer, fupported at the fame 
time the left of the Army of the Danube, and 
fecured the retreat of Adjutant-General Debilly. 
The fecond battalion of this demi-brigade, three 
pieces or light artillery, and three fquadrons of 
the fecond regiment of dragoons, formed the 
brigade of General Walter. This corps was 
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pofted before Mongen, on the high road of Ulnt, 
to defend that pafs, and to obferve the corps of 
troops at Herbentingen. 

The movement of Adjutant-Genera! Debilly 
produced the effect that General Saint Cyr ex- 
pected from it. The enemy did not venture to 
difmantle Riedlingen, and the corps of Herben-* 
tingen did not move. General Saint Cyr, to* 
whom I had communicated every thing that paff- 
ed before Oftrach, and whom I had ordered to 
move his forces as much as poflible to the right, 
in order to fupport General Lefebvre in prevent- 
ing the enemy from penetrating between the 
two divifions, put the brigade of General Le- 
grand in motion, and it foon drove the Auftrians* 
from the villages which our troops had been 
forced to evacuate a few hours before. Anxious- 
to avail himfelf of this advantage, he was pre- 
paring to march to Fridberg, in order to attack 
the flank, and, if poflible, to turn the corps- 
Which was in front of the divifion of General 

- 

Lefebure, when he learned that this divifion had 
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been compelled to abandon the pofition of Of- 
trach, and to retreat to Pfulendorf. 

This news was confirmed to him by one of my 
aids-de-camp, who pointed out the neceflity of 
making fuch difpofitions as to prevent his being 
hemmed in on his right 5 and, at the fame time, 
delivered him orders to retire behind the river 
which, pafling Moerfckirch, flows into the Da- 
nube below Scheen 

> 

The enemy* feizing the advantage produced 
by the retreat of the divifion of General Lefe* 
bvre, brought up numerous reinforcements to 
the right of General Saint Cyr. Our troops 
were now repulfed a fecond time from the vil- 
lages fituated on the right bank of the Oftrach, 
and the General collected his divifion on the left 
bank of that rivulet. The Auftrians prepared 
to force the paflage of Oftrach, but the prepara- 
tions made to charge them on their firft move- 
ment, and the firm afpeft of our troops, induced 
them to abandon their defign. They then pro- 
ceeded to their left, and pafled the rivulet of 
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Oftrach by the openings of which they had pbP 
fefifed themfelves, and appeared to meditate an 
attempt to turn the whole divifion of General 
Saint Cyr, and to cut off his retreat to Moer- 
kirch. That General ordered the brigade of 
General Legrand to follow up this movement, 
and at the fame time fent a detachment to the 
right, to fupport the brigade of General Walter. 

Neverthelefs, the enemy continued to advance 
on the right of General Saint Cyr, and began to 
penetrate tp his rear, by the village of Fulpin- 
gen, on the high road of Moerkirch > when the 
General detached Adjutant-General Saligny with 
a battalion of the fiftieth derai-brigade, and or- 
dered him to make a rapid movement to that 
point, and to drive the enemy from it. That 
officer executed this operation with great activity 
and judgment, and thereby fecured the retreat 
of the divifion j which was effected, in excellent 
order, at the approach of night. 

When General Saint Cyr rendered me an ac- 
count of the events of this day, he bellowed 
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great praife on the troops of bis divifion ; an4 
added, that the eighth regiment of chafleurs, 
and the fifth demi-brigade, were the corps which 
more particularly diftinguimed themfelves. He 
alfo made honourable mention of the talents and 
courage of Brigadier-General Legrand ; but he 
only confirmed me in the favourable opinion 
■with which the (kill, the prowefs, and the mo- 
defty of that officer had infpired me, when he 
ferved in the Army of the Sambre and the 
Meufe. 

During the a£lion of Oftrach, I detached Ge- 
neral Erneuf to the poft of Pfulendorf, to difpofe 
the referved cavalry in the plain which is before 
that town, and to place the artillery on various 
platforms, in order to protect, the retreat of the 
divifion of the advanced guard. After having 
given orders to that effecT: to General Haupolt, 
he proceeded to Riedhaufen, in order to inform 
himfelf of what was paffing on my right, on the 
fide of Prurgen and Valdenburen. Here he 
found General Souham, who, fenfible of the 
importance of this pafs, by which the Army 
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might be entirely turned, had proceeded thither 
and joined the column of General Dccaen, who 
had been ftatiqned there ever fmce the morning. 

i 

General Decaen, on approaching Prurgen, 
had detached a part of his troops to the defile of 
Eflenhaufen j where he formed a junction with 
that part of the advanced guard, which had not 

i 

been able to make good its retreat to Oftrach, 
and which it npw prpte&ed. This corps refilled, 
here, as well as at Valdenbeuren, a column of 
the enemy, which attempted in vain to obtain a 
paflage there. It retreated, in the evening, to the 
pamp of Pfulendorf. 

t 

I did not, at this time, know if General Fe- < 
rino had been attacked ; but having been forced ' 
to abandon the Oftrach, I did not think it proper \ 
to leave this divifion on the Afch, where it r 
might be turned by its left and driven, even, \ 
into the Lake of Conftance. I accordingly in- 
formed General Ferino of what had patted on the ■ t 
Oftrach, and ordered him to retreat to Salfmeno- 
eiller, that he might be on a line with the reft of 

3 ' 
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the Army. Though this General was faced by a 
very coifiderable fore he had not been attack- 
ed ; the enemy had only made fome movements 
of no confequence, with a view, probably, to 
amufe and engage him to remain in his pofition, 
in order to fight him on the following day with 
more advantage, by attacking his front and 
flank. This conjecture feems to be juftified by 
the conduct of the Archduke, who, after having 
made the body of his Army pafs the Afch and 
the Oftrach at their fources, encamped at a few 
leagues to the right of Pfulendorf. 

■ 

The lofs of the enemy, during the courfe of 
this day, was very confiderable : it amounted, 
according to the accounts of prifoners and de- 
ferters, to upwards of four thoufand men, killed, 
wounded, and prifoners. The whole of ours did 
not exceed from fourteen to fifteen hundred: 
the greateft part of them were wounded, and 
were immediately tranfported to the left bank of 
the Rhine. We loft alfo one cannon, which 
being difmounted could not be carried off. 

Z 
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Such was the aftual refult of this memorable 
day ; and, when the fuperiority of the enemy's 
forces is confidered, it will be regarded as equal 
in point of honour to the moft brilliant victories. 
It cannot but add to the high idea, which the 
Imperial troops already entertained of our prow? 
efs. The republicans were fo fenfible of the 
fuperiority of their courage and intrepidity, they 
were fo convinced that they had performed 
every thing in this engagement of which the moft 
admired heroifm was capable, that, far from 
feeling the flighteft difcouragement, they congra- 
tulated themfelves on their late efforts, as if they 
had obtained a brilliant triumph. 

What then is that incomprehenfible fatality 
which renders fo many fublime virtues ufelefs ; 
and by what dreadful combinations does it hap- 
pen, that the people, who have given fuch 
grand examples of Republicanifm, and the moft 
aftonifhing proofs of the love of independence, 
fhould fall again beneath the vijeft yoke ? No, — 
that (hall never be, I fwear by the manes of fo 
many heroes, cut down in the field of glory, who 

■ 
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in every republican that lives, will find an aven- 
ger.— Traitors, Tyrants, Royal Slaves ! exhauft 
the infamous refources of your evil genius ; in- 
vent new crimes ; increafe the number of your 
atrocious deeds ; and med, in copious dreams, 
the pureft blood j but others will rife up to ri- 
val and imitate thofe generous and valiant 
men, whom you have immolated. — Yes, I 
repeat it, — the death of our heroes mall be 
avengad, and the French, inftead of cringing 
to a matter, ihall yet make the pretended mailers 
of the world tremble I 

The enemy, harafTed by forced marches, and 
checked by the ftern courage of the French 
Army, purfued our divifions with fo little activity, 
that our movement was executed in the greateft 
order, and without fuffering any lofs. 

As I had not been able to withftand the ene- 
my in the pofition of Oftrach, I did not think it 
prudent to remain in that of Pfulendorf, which 
was not to be compared with the former; and 
where the Auftrians might have attacked me 
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with the greateft advantage. I determined there- 
fore to retreat, in order to take a more contract- 
ed pofition. Accordingly trie Army was in mo- 
tion at two in the morning of the ad Germinal, 
(2 2d March,) and took its fituation between the 
Danube and the Lake of Conftance ; the right 
protected by that Lake near Bodman, the centre 
at Stockach, and the left by the river, near Fri- 
dingen. The movement was performed in good 
order, and the enemy did not follow the co- 
lumns; a few light troops alone prefented them- 
felves in the evening before our advanced pofts. 
I fixed my head-quarters at Stockach. 

Though this pofition was the leafl extended 
of any I could find between the Lake of Con- 
ftance and the Danube, it appeared to me, from 
the nature of the ground, to afford the enemy 
very great advantage in attacking us. After 
having examined it myfelf with the utmoft at- 
tention, I determined to abandon it. The Army, 
therefore, renewed its march on the 3d, at four 
in the morning, and took the pofition which I 
(hall now defenbe. 
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The firft divifion was encamped near Hoheri- 
tvveil , the fecond, the advanced guard, and ths 
divifion of cavalry, were encamped on the height 
of Engen. The third divifion was encamped on 
the heights of Futingen, behind the villages of 
Newhaufen and Liebtengen *. The flank regi- 
ments, which had rejoined the Army, were on 
the left bank of the Danube, in the environs of 
' Fridengen. I fixed the head-quarters at Engen. 

The 4th. The Army remained in its pofition. 
On the fame day the Archduke encamped at 
Stoekach ; and his reconnoitring parties, which 
Were fupported by confiderable bodies of troops, 
approached fo near us, that an engagement fooii 
took place along the whole front of our line. 

General Ferino, who commanded the divifion 
on the right, made a vigorous rciiftance to the 

* 

* There is an erroi' on all the maps, which I {hall mention 
to the reader, in order that he may follow with more correct 
intelligence the military operations which he is about to 
xead. The villages of Newhaufen and Licbcengen occupy 
the phces of each other on the charts. 
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attack of the enemy. Nevertheless, at the fame 
time that he made his advanced polls fall back, 
he ordered a brigade to advance to their fup- 
port; fo that the Auftrians, giving themfelves 
up to the purfuit of out* troops, were repulfed 
by this brigade* with the lofs of two hundred 
prifoners, and a great number of killed and 
wounded. The a&ion continued till night, and 
the divifion maintained its pofitiom The eriemy 
attempted to furprize the eighty-third demi- 
brigade, which was a part of the fecond divi- 
fion, commanded by General Souham, that occu* 
pied a wood oppofite to Engen, to cover that 
town, and the front of this divifion ; but the 
refolute appearance of this demi-brigade, and 
the vigilance of its officers, 5 difconcerted the 
Auftrians. General Souham made fome move- 
ments in his divifion to fupport the eighty-third 
demi-brigade, and to prevent the enemy from 
turning the pofition which he occupied. At 
length he drove them back to the village of 
Afch, with the lofs of one hundred and (ixty 
prifoners, and a great number of killed and 
wounded. 

4 
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The lofs of the fecond and third divifion, in 
the courfe of this day, amounted to two hundred 
men. The action wore a more ferious afpeft 
on the left. The pofition occupied by the third 
divifion, which was commanded by General 
Saint Cyr, was fuch as naturally to fix the at- 
tention of the enemy. He could not, without 
being expofed to an attack on the flank, ad- 
vance to Engen. That attempt had already 
proved unfuccefsful, before this divifion had been 
forced to retreat to the left bank of the Danube. 

General Saint Cyr had at firft defended the 
opening from Stockach to Liebtingen as long 
as he could. He afterwards defended the vil- 
lage of Liebtingen by a battalion of the firft 
demi-brigade of infantry, fupported by the light 
artillery flationed on the two rivers of the vil- 
lage. ' But the number of the enemy being con- 
tinually increafing, it was impolTiole to keep the 
village, and the troops were forced to retire to 
the upper part of a wood which crowns the 
heights before Tuttlingen. The enemy attacked 
this wood, and, for a fliort time, made a moft 
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alarming progrefs ; but were foon flopped by 
the fiftieth demi-brigade, which was kept in re- 
ferve. General Saint Cyr being defirous of di- 
viding the attention of the enemy, ordered a falfe 
attack by fome left flank companies, who has- 
tened to the heights of Buchenberg. At the 
fame time he ordered the eighth demi-brigade, 
commanded by General Compere, to advance. 
Thcfe two movements, which were made with 
precifion, the one on the right of the enemy, the 
other in front, and fupported by a third attack 
made on his left, by a battalion of the fiftieth 
demi-brigade, commanded by General Legrand, 
were crowned with fuccefs. The enemy was 
driven, with great lofs, from every part of the 
wood, and could not re-enter it, though they 
made feveral different attacks during the day to 
efFect that object. 

General Saint Cyr, in the account which he 
gave me of this action, which docs the greateft 
honour to the courage of the troops and the ta- 
lents of the commander, estimates the. lofs of the 
enemy at twelve hundred men. Four hundred 
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Wave men of this divifion were either killed, 
wounded, or taken prifoners. General Com- 
pere, who gave proofs of uncommon judgment, 
and the moft daring intrepidity, was feverely 
wounded. General Legrand furpafled himfelf, 
and his aid-de-camp and his brother were killed 
by his fide. 

During this aftion I remained at the camp, 
Which was fituated on the heights behind Engen, 
where I examined the motions of the enemy, 
and from whence I difpatched officers to all 
points. From the reports which were made to 
me by them and the prifoners, I was foon 
convinced that this attack was merely for the 
purpofe of reconnoitring; and that the Arch- 
duke would march down upon me on the fol- 
lowing day, I could have avoided his attack 
by retreating in the night ; I thought, however, 
that it would be better, more honourable, a$ 
well as more conformable to the intentions of 
the Directory, to prevent his defign; I deter- 
mined, therefore, to attack him. I formed this 
refolution with the greater confidence, as I hope^ 

A* 
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to beat the corps which had fought the thir<| 
divifion ; and that advantage, I trufted, would 
be followed by the retreat of the Auftrian army, 
Befides, that which I commanded could not be 
, defeated, as each divifion had a fecure retreat, 
either on the left bank of the Danube, or in the 
Black Mountains ; which might be very eafily 
effected, as the country, being very much inter?- 
fe&ed by hollow ways, woods, and mountains, 
a retreating army might, at every inftant, impede 
the march of that which purfued it, more partir 
cularly as the latter could make but little ufe of 
cavalry. If I fhould be repulfed, I could conti T 
nue my retreat without danger ; and, if I con- 
quered, I fhould attach vidlory to the ftandard§ 
of the Republic for the reft of the campaign, 

Another not lefs powerful motive was tha 
intelligence which I had received from General 
Mafiena, in a letter of the i ft Germinal, (21ft 
March,) in anfwer to mine of the 29th of the 
proceeding month, in which I earneftiy recomn 
mended him, to attack Feldkirch. As that 
Ceneral informed me that he fhould make the 
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Jfn-opofed attack on the 4th, I Was fefolved not 
io be accufed at leaft of having abandoned hirh 
to his own ftrength, before I had done every 
thing in the reach of my faculties, to fecond 
him. 

1 

* ■ 

* • 

Such being my determination, I mad£ my 
difpofitions conformably to it. General Ferino, 
who commanded the right divifion received or- 
ders to proceed to Stdckach, by way of Steis- 
Hngen. General Souham, who commanded the 
fecond divifion, was ordered alfo to Stockach by 
the route of Engen ; and the former of thefe 
officers was to take the command of the two 
divifions when thay had formed a junction. 

» v <- ,. • _r -«■» 
' • * 

* General Soult, Who commanded the advanced 
guard, was charged to dire£t his march to Etain- 

■ 

gen, and fr«m thence to Liebtengen. 

■ 

* General Haupoult, who cotnmanded the re- 
ferve of cavalry, received orders to follow the 
divifion of the advanced guard. 

A a a 



Digitized by Google 



I 1 80 } 

General Saint Cyr, who commanded the third 
divifion, was charged to unite under him the 
left flank regiments, commanded by General 
Vendamme, and paffing by Tuttlingen, Mech* 
len, and Fridengen, to direct his courfe to Lieb-» 
tingen. — This movement would be protected by 
that of the advanced guard. 

This order was delivered in- the evening of the 
4th to all the Generals of Divifion, and the 
Army was put in motion at four in the morning* 
I marched with the advanced guard, accompa- 
nied by the Generals Ernouf and Lamantilliere, 
and all my ftaff. 

The advanced guard, found the advanced 
pofts of the enemy at Emingen. The principal 
body of Auftrians was placed before Liebtingen* 
and its front covered by the village of Eraingen* 
as well as by a wood, part of which was marfliy, 
which lengthened the front of the pofition. 
This wood was defended by three thoufand in- 
fantry fupported by twelve pieces of artillery* 
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General Souk ordered Emingen to be attacked 
by the twenty-fifth demi-brigade of light infan- 
try, while the Brigadier General Sahuc, of the 
firft regiment of Chafleurs marched to the right 
with three Squadrons, and charged with uncom- 
mon intrepidity four hundred Hulans, who pro- 
tected the infantry that defended the village. 
The Hulans were foon routed and forced to fly 
with the lofs of feveral men killed, a great many 
wounded, and thirty prifoners with their horfesj 
Citizen Sahuc received, during the action, a 
wound in the face from the ftroke of a lance- 
Attacked by at leaft twenty of the enemy, 
he at length difperfed them all by his fuperior 
courage; He was, however, obliged to retire 
with Adjutant Grache, who had received a fe- 
vere wound on his head. General Dubois 
Grance then took the command of the firft re- 
giment of chafleurs* 

■ * * 

* 

As foon as the village was carried, the whole 
divilion patted on, and General Soult made his 
difpofitions to attack the wood. General Mor- 
tier proceeded, at the head of the twenty-fifth 

i 



demi-brigade of light infantry, to the right of 
the wood, in order to turn the left of the enemy.- 
He accordingly made his attack with fuch irti- 
petuofity, that he foon penetrated to Liebtingen. 

mm + 

p 

The fifty^hird and th<T fixty-leventh demi^ 
brigades, condufted by General Leval, march- 
ed on the right and left of Liebtingen. On 
their arrival there the infantry was obliged to 
halt for the cavalry and artillery* which had not 
yet been able to get clear of the wood. Thia 
movement was made with the greateft rapidity* 
and the enemy's line being broken, it was 
put to the rout, and fought for fafety in flight* 
by penetrating the woods which lay between 1 
Liebtingen and Stockach. 

While the advanced guard fought with fuchf 
fpirit and fuccefs, it was powerfully feconded by* 
the divifion of General Saint Cyr, and the left' 
flank regiments. This General had colle£ted, 
under the command of General Walter, the? 
brigade of General Walter, with the flank corps; 
General Veixlanune was to proceed with Ws 
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troops by Michlen and Fridningen, at the feme 
time that General Legrand, at the head of the 
eighth and fiftieth demi-brigade, and the eighth 
and tenth regiment of Chafleurs, was to make 
his way to Liebtingen, by the high road of TuN 
tlingen to Stockach. The column of General 
Walter experienced great difficulties in parting 
by Mechlen, and his artillery was fuddenly difi 
mounted by that of the enemy; but General 
Vendamme, in parting by Frinlingen, with the 
the firft demi-brigade of light infantry and fome 
fquadrons, turned the enemy and protected the 
movement of General Walter. The dragoons 
of the fecond regiment made an admirable charge 
on the Auftrian Cuirafliers and Hulans : and 
General Vendamme, bravely feconded by the 
Brigadier-Generals Jardon an<{ Walter, clung, 
as it were, to the flank of the enemy, and having 
completely routed them, continued the purfuit 
to the woods which are between Liebtingen 
and Stockach, 

The brigade of General Legrand could not 
move forwards till the enemy had been forced to. 
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retreat by the divifion of the advanced guard andt 
the corps of General Vendamme. 

The corps which the Archduke had brought 
to the environs of Liebtingen, and which, with* 
out exaggeration, amounted from twenty to 
twenty-five thoufand men, fuftained an entire 
defeat, and was forced to fly into the woods, ' 
leaving in our pofleflion three thoufand prifoners 
find two pieces of cannon, 

Prefuming that the Archduke, fenfibly affec* 
ted as he muft have been by this defeat, and 
prefled by the firft and fecond divifions, which 
I fuppofed to have arrived near Stockach, 
would have determined to retreat, I ordered 
General Soult to penetrate into the woods of 
Stockach with his divifion, and to purfue with 
the utmoft vigour the routed enemy. I left the 
referved cavalry in the plains of Liebtingen, and 
ordered General Saint Cyr to haften to Moer- 
kirch, with the view of turning the enemy's 
army, fo as to fall upon it at the moment when 
it mould retreat to pfulendorf. This movement 
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will appear very daring, if not rafh, to military 
men ; but I requeft them to refle£t on the fitua- 
tion in which I found myfelf. The Auftrian 
force was twice as numerous as mine ; and my 
late fuccefs was not fufficient to eftablifh an equal 
balance between the two armies : and even if 
the enemy fhould have retreated, he might have 
retired tranquilly to Pfulendorf, or behind Oft- 
rach, where I certainly mould not have been in a 
condition to attack him. Inftead of which, by 
means of this movement to Moerlkirch, which 
was calculated to force his retreat, I flattered 
myfelf that General Saint Cyr would fall upon 
his equipage and the flank of his army, which I 
mould have vigoroufly attacked in the rear, with 
the main body of my troops. Then, I truft that 
the enemy would have been completely routed, 
and b great part of his army taken off, which 
would have fecured fuccefs to the French arms 
during the whole of the campaign. 

General Soult immediately ordered a battalion 
of the twenty-fifth demi-brigade and the firft 
regiment of chaffeurs to follow the enemy. This 
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corps purfued the fugitives to the middle of the 
wood ; but he there fell in with a column that 
Hopped his progrefs, and renewed the engage- 
ment, which the late difcomfiture had only fu£- 
pended. 

It appeared, from all the reports, that the 
Archduke Charles, at the head of a column of 
eight battalions of Hungarian grenadiers, of an 
equal number of other battalions, and fix thou- 
fand horfe, with a numerous train of artillery, 
was on his march to Liebtingen 5 and that he 
was already before Molfperen, when he was 
informed of the retreat of a part of his army. 
He accordingly gave orders that the fugitives 
fhould be rallied in his rear, and advanced with 
the troops that he conduced into the foreft to 
attack us. 

The twenty-fifth demi-brigade, which was un- 
acquainted with this movement of the Archduke, 
was puihing on towards the enemy with great 
ardour, fuppofing that they were the troops 
. which 'had already been beaten ; when it was 
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Copped by the appearance of twelve or fifteen, 
thoufand infantry, arranged in feveral lines. 
General Soult immediately fent a battalion of 
the fifty-third demi-brigade, and fliortly after 
one of the fixty-feventh to its fupport. The two 
other battalions of thefe fame demi-brigades, 
anxious to fhare in the glory and dangers of 
their comrades, requeued to join them; and 
with the defign to put an end to a long and de- 
ftruclive fire, thefe three demi-brigades advanced 
with an heroic intrepidity to the charge, and 
pierced the flrft line of the enemy ; but they were 
Hopped by a fecond line of feveral frefli bat- 
talions, and were obliged to rally, with fome 
companies which had been left in referve, near 
the artillery. 

The enemy took advantage of this movement 
to attempt an attack upon our wings, but fome 
detached companies prevented it, and General 
Soult commanded another affault. The charge was 
now beat along the whole line. General Leval, 
at the head of the fifty-third and fixty-feventh 
dcmi-brigades, and General Mortier, who cora- 
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manded the twenty-fifth, made very powerful, 
but fruitlefs efforts on this occafion. The enemy 
had concentrated his forces on this point, and 
frefli reinforcements were continually arriving 
from Stockach. 

Notwithftanding the fuperior numbers which 
the Auftrians oppofed to us, the French repub- 
licans, as well officers as foldiers, were infpired 
with the ardor of viQory j and, encouraging 
each other* were eager to make another effort to 
obtain it. The order to charge was repeated 
for the third time, and was obeyed with the 
fame intrepidity as had been already difplayed, 
but with the fame- ill fortune. The enemy reco- 
vered from his firft fhock, contracted his centre ; 
at the fame time ordering his wings to advance, 
with a defign to furround this handful of heroes 
who perfifted in difputing the viftory with {q 
much fury. Perceiving that it was impoffible to 
prevent the effect of this manoeuvre, efpecial ly 
with troops exhaufted by fatigue, and the 
greater part of whofe arms were become unfer- 
viceabls; nothing remained but to preferve 
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them from the imminent danger which threat- 
ened them. I, therefore, ordered General Soult 
to draw his troops from the wood, and to joia 
the referve cavalry, which remained in the plain 
before Liebtingen. 

During the aQion, fuftained with fo much 
glory and courage by the infantry of the ad- 
vanced guard, I detached feveral officers to Ge- 
neral Saint Cyr to defire him to haften his march 
to Moerlkirch, that he might pufli forwards a 
body of troops by the woods on the rear of the 
enemy. I alfo ordered him to fend me to New- 
haufen a demi-brigade of infantry. 

The divifion of the advanced guard performed 
Its retrograde movement in the beft poflible 
order. The infantry was ported in the woods 
which are on each fide the plain of Liebtingen : 
the cavalry was drawn up in the plain, which 
was about eight hundred yards in breadth ; and 
the artillery was fo-difpofed as to bear upon 
whatever proceeded from the wood which we 
had juft quitted. 
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I detached General Klaine, with twd regi- 
ments of cavalry, to Emingen, in order to ob- 
ferve the paffes by which the enemy might come 
upon our rear, without being perceived from the 
pofition which I had taken. 

In this pofition, I entertained the hope of hin- 
dering the enemy from getting out of the wood, 
and, thereby, maintaining my communications 
with General Saint Cyr, to the very moment 
when his attack mould produce the effect that I 
expected from it : but I was disappointed in this 
expectation ; for, in fpite of the brilk and de- 
ftructive fire of our artillery and infantry, the 
enemy's cavalry, fupported by a numerous body 
of infantry, came out of the wood by a defile, 
and ported itfelf with fome pieces of artillery in 
front of the wood, with a ravine behind it. 

At this moment, it was announced to me, 
that, the eighth demi-brigade, which I had re- 
quired of General Saint Cyr, was arrived at the 
left of the pofition. I was now determined to 
employ all the means I had in my power, and 
ordered a general attack; 
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The eighth demi-brigade received orders to 
penetrate the ravine which turned the flat piece 
* of ground on which the enemy's cavalry was fta- 
tioned. General Laval, who was with the fixty- 
feventh at the head of the wood, to the left of 
the plain, was to charge the infantry as it came 
forth, and to drive it on the eighth demi-brigade, 
who would have taken off a great part of it. 
The fifty-third and twenty-fifth demi-brigades, 
who were in the wood to the right of the plain, 
were alfo to charge the infantry as they hTued 
forth before them. The movement of the in- 
fantry, except that of the eighth demi-brigade, 
was not to be executed till after the charge of 
the cavalry. 

* 

I ordered General Haupoult, who commanded 
the referve of the cavalry, to charge the enemy's 
cavalry. This referve was compofed only of 
two regiments of carabineers, of the fixth. regi- 
ment of cavalry, and of another whofe number 
I do not recoiled. There were, befides, in the 
plain, the feventeenth regiment of dragoons, and 
the fourth and fifth regiments of huffars, which 
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formed a part of the divifion of the advanced 
guard. Unfortunately this charge did not pro- 
duce the effect that 1 had expe&ed from it. In 
the firft place, it was not executed at the mo- 
ment, when I gave the order, which afforded 
the enemy time to augment its forces : on the 
other hand, it was not made with the regularity 
and compa&nefs which are fo neceflary in fuch 
manoeuvres. Our cavalry being repulfed, retreat- 
ed in diforder ; and if that of the enemy had not 
been flopped by the fire of the infantry and the 
artillery placed at the head of the woods which 
are on the right and the left of the plain, the 
Army would have fuftained a very heavy lofs. In 
this ftate of things, I did not hefitate to rum 
into the midft of the carabineers, holding up my 
hat, with its plume of feathers, in my hand, as 
a rallying point, ordering them to (lop and col- 
left themfelves around me ; but not being able 
to make myfelf heard, I was forced onwards in 
the confufion, and beat about on all fides. But 
I am far from attributing to cowardice the con- 
duct of the cavalry. Thefe brave troops, gave 
inftant proof that they were as courageous as 
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ine mfantry> by the manner in which they fuf- 
tained their retreat under a terrible fire of the 
tmemy, and a continual difcharge of grape- (hot. 
I imputed it entirely to the little experience we 
have in manoeuvring large mafTes of cavalry. 

The eighth demi-brigade^ according to the 
orders which it had received, began to turn the 
pofition of the enemy j when the latter, availing 
itfelf of the advantage that the charge of the ca- 
valry gave it, poured down four or five thoufand 
infantry on the demi-brigade, which did not con- 
fift of more than twelve hundred men* 

* 

The chief of the battalion, Marion, who com- 
manded it, gave an example of courage and in- 
trepidity to the brave men under him ; but he 
received a (hot, and fell into the power of the 
enemy : from that moment the demi-brigade 

i 

began to give way, and retreated towards Neu- 
haufen, and afterwards joined the divifion of 
General Soult. 



c y 

There was a very heavy cannonade on totfi 
fides till the approach of night, which terminated 
the moft obftinate conflict 1 had evef feen. The 
divifion of the advanced guard and that of the 
cavalry polled themfelves at the head of the 
wood, which is fituated on the heights before 
Tuttlingen, and behind Liebtmgen. Our troops 
occupied the latter village. 

General Saint Cyr had fent (General Vendamme 
to attack the rear of the enemy, at the head of 
the firft demi-brigade of light infantry, and fix 
fquadrons with three pieces of artillery. At firft, 
this General obtained fome advantage, but the 
enemy having oppofed him with a very confider- 
able force, he was obliged to retreat. 

As foon ay I perceived that, in fpite of the re- 
iterated efforts of the divifion of the advanced 
guard, it was not poffible for me to prevent the 
enemy from getting out of the woods of Stockach, 
and gaining Neuhaufen, it became indifpenfable 
that General Saint Cyr mould retreat, who, from 
his fituation, would, without this precaution, 
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Jiave been totally furroijnded. I therefore e?p«- 
dited feveral officers, who, after having rifqued 
falling into the hands of the enemy, at length 
joined him. They informed him of all that hap- 
pened before Liebtingen, and gave him my or- 
ders to retreat to the left bank of the Danube, 
^fter having paffed that river at Sigmaringen.— 
He accordingly executed that movement in the 
night of jthe 5th, in good prder and without any 
Jofs. 

General Souham, who commanded the fecond 
divifion, put it in motion at four in the morning, 
conformably to the order which he had received. 
He firft proceede4 to Afch, to poflefs himfelf of 
that poft, and then advanced to Stockach. He 
began by attacking the enemy with his right 
brigade under General Decaen, which was com* 
pofed of the fecond and feventh derai-brigades 
of the line ? an4 the firft regiment of dragoons. 
This attack was made with the bayonet fixed, 
and, after a very fliarp conteft, they poflefled 
fhemfelves of the heights of the yillage of Ajfh * 
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but the enemy having turned the pofition, and 
come down in force on our troops, they were 
obliged to fall back to the opening of the wood 
behind Afch. At ten o'clock General Souham, 
perceiving that the divifions to the right and left 
had gained fome advantage, gave orders to re- 
new the attack. His whole divifion then moved 
forwards with uncommon intrepidity, and drove 
the enemy beyond Aigeltingen, where he took 
poft - 9 the right brigade in the front of the vil- 
lage, and the left brigade behind it. This divi- 
fion caufed no fmall lofs to the enemy in killed 
and wounded, and made nine hundred pri- 
soners, 

In the account which General Souham gave 
me of this aclion, he bellowed thofe praifes on 
the officers and foldiers which they fo well de- 
ferved. He added, that Citizen Cofte, chief of 
battalion of the eighty-third demi-brigade, and 
Citizen Cohorn, chief of battalion and aid-de- 
camp to General Decaen, particularly diftin* 
guffhed themfelves in this a&ion, 
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General Ferino, who commanded the firft d}* 
vifion, alfo put hiinfelf in motion at four in ths 

1 

morning. General Tharreau, who commanded 
the right brigade of this divifion, made a vigor- 
ous attack on the enemy, whom he drove bacV 
as far as Steiflingen, and forced that village, by 
turning them on their two flanks. General Jar 
copin, who commanded the left brigade of this 
divifion, made alfo a powerful attack on the 
enemy whom he found in the marfhes, which 
are to the left of Steillingen. The enemy being 
forced to retire into a wood, near a village which 
is beyond the marm, to the left of Steiflingen, 
was charged with great courage, repulfed with 
confiderable lofs in killed and wounded, and left 
General Ferino in pofleflion of five hundred 
prifoners. 

General Tharreau, continuing to repulfe the 
enemy, marched, by the caufeway of Stockach, 
to Orfingen. The Imperialifts collected their 
force behind this village, and oppofed itfelf to 
the whole divifion of General Ferino, which oc- 
cupied the flat ground in their front ; as well a.s 
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• that of General Souham, which endeavoured to 
obtain a paflage by Aigeltingen. 

General Ferino engaged, at fir ft, in a briffc 
cannonade with the enemy ; but as that was not 
effectual in compelling them to retreat, he made 
an attack on the woods which cover the road 
from Stockach to Afch« 

It was a terrible and bloody conflict on both 
Jjdes, Twice the attack was renewed with frefl} 
troops, without being able to carry the wood. 
At length, a third column overthrew the enemy, 
and purfuing them to beyond Lentsingen, 
got pofleflion, at the fame time, of the height? 
which command that village. The Auftrians 
then made a precipitate retreat, and, forming a 
horfe-fhoe, took poft behind and to the right of 
Stockach, when they erected a battery of twenty 
cannon in its front, whofe fire General Ferinq 
could not return from a want of ammunition. 

It is very unfortunate that General Souham 
tiid not follow the movement of General Ferino, 
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and march his divifion at the fame time to Lent- 
zingen; becaufe the enemy, being thus menaced 
at Stockach by two divifions, would not have 
been able to have brought fo many troops againft 
General Saint Gyr and the advanced guard. 

i 

Recovered from its alarm; and perceiving that 
the divifion of General Ferino Was not in a condi- 
tion to attack them in that pofition, the Auftrians 
began to aft on the offenfive, and marched off to 
Walvis, with the view to turn the French divifion 
on its right. General Ferino therefore detached 
General Jacopin with his brigade, who attacked 
the enemy, with bayonets fixed, in the village of 
Walvis, and carried it : but the Auftrians, having 
fcollefted a corrfiderable force behind Walvis 
General Ferino thought it beft, when night came 
on, to evacuate it* 

Such is the refult of this battle, which, what* 
ever may be faid to the contrary, by my bafe 
detractors, was, in reality, gained by the French 
Army. 
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In fa£r, if it is confidered that this intrepid 
army coniifting of no more than about thirty- 
four thoufand men, attacked the Auftrian Army 
of near eighty thoufand, and repulfed them on 
all fides, with a lofs, according to their own 
accounts, of feven thoufand men killed and 
wounded that we took four thoufand prifoners 
and two pieces of cannon •> that we forced 
them to abandon their principal pofition near 
Stockach, and remained on the field of battle 
where our troops difplayed fo much valour - 3 and 
which is Hill more, that our army pafled the whole 
day of the llxth there, though they had neither 
meat, nor bread, nor brandy, nor forage; it is 
impoffible to deny, without the mod glaring 
injuiliceand falfehood, that we gained the victory. 

Our lofs, on this memorable occafion, was 
about three thoufand men, in killed, wounded, 
and miffing. Among the firft were the Citizens 
Grele and Viard, Chiefs of Squadrons in the 
fifth regiment of Huflars. Thefe two officers, 
equally eftimable for their talents as their cou- 
rage, had the eireem as they are remembered 
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With regret, by all who commanded or obeyed 
them. The republican troops conduced thetn- 
felves throughout with an heroic bravery. The 
officers of all ranks, generally, manifefted the 
greateft valour. It is very much to be regretted, 
that, notwithftanding the union of fuch efforts, 
and fuch zeal, we were prevented, by the im- 
menfe fuperiority of the enemy, from rendering 
our fuccefs more complete : and I dare affirm, 
nor do I fear the contradiction of any of my brave 
companions in arms, that with the addition of 
ten thoufand, I fhould have entirely defeated 
the army of Prince Gharles ; and that General 
Saint Cyr would have poffefled himfelf of all 
his equipage and park of artillery. It would 
then have been very practicable for me to have 
proceeded to Bregentz, to favour the march of 
General Maflena, and to have formed a junction 
with him. 

If all thefe advantages are not realifed ; if 
peace, which they would have accelerated, is 
removed ftill further from us ; upon whom mult 
the blame and ignominy fall ? On an Army, 
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as weak in number, as ftrong in courage, whole 
every ftep has been marked by fo many great 
exploits, in fpite of the privations of every kind 
which they experienced? Muft it fall on a 
Commander in Chief, whohas given many proof* 
of his republican zeal ; and who, on this occa- 
fion, and with fuch a difproportionate force, has 
difplayed fome military talents, and done infinite- 
ly more than there was any right to expect from 
hinl ? No, doobtlefs ; — the opprobrium can fall 
only on thofe who commanded him to begin a 
campaign, without having provided the means 
of fecuring to him a complete and decifive tri- 
umph. 

After having exerted every effort, though ire 
vain, to fecond the operations of General Maf- 
fena, there remained for me no other part to 
take, than that of keeping myfelf on the de- 
fenfive, till the arrival of the Army of Ob- 
fervation. I therefore drew back my Army 
to the pafles of the Black Mountains. This 
movement began on the 7th, and the enemy 
followed us with a very tardy ftep. Then it 
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*ras that I wrote to the executive Directory, to 
-demand its permiffion that I might return to 
Paris, in order to fubmit to them the real fitua- 
iion of the forces under my command. 

On the nth Germinal, (31 March,) I eftablifli- 
cd my Army in the following manner. General 
Ferino, commanding the firft divifion, received 
orders to retreat to Neuftadt, and to difpofe of 
his divifion in fucfe a manner, as to prevent the 
enemy from entering the valley of that name. 
The fecond divifion, as well as that of the ad* 
yanced guard, received orders to encamp on the 
heights of Brentzeben : the fecond divifion was 
charged to defend Friberg and the other pods, 
which might fecure the right of the camp. That 
of the advanced guard was ordered to defend 
Scheramberg with the view to lupport the left of 
the camp, and to occupy a wood which was in its 
front near Crumfchiltach. General Vendammo 
received orders to defend the pafles which lead to 
Schiltach ; and General Saint Cyr was enjoined 
to proceed to Frendenftadt and Kenubis to den 
fend thofe two important points. As it was, 
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impoffible for me to make ufe of the divrfton of 
cavalry, or to find them forage in thefe moun-. 
tains, I made them retreat to Offenbourg. I 
fixed my quarters at Hornberg, and ordered 
the Generals to form abbatis upon every point 
by which the enemy could approach them ; as 

« 

well as to make every other difpofition calcu- 
lated to prevent furprize. 

The enemy feveral times advanced its recon- 
noitring parties to different points of our pofition : 
and one of them approaching on the 13th Germi- 
nal, (2d April,) to Schiltach and Scheramberg, I 
was induced to fufpe£l that we might be attack- 
ed on the 14th. I did not delay therefore, to 
write to all the Generals to keep them on their 
guard. In the n ; ght I was feized -with a ne- 
phritic complaint, to which I am fubjedt, and 
which has frequently obliged me to fubmit to a 
temporary feceffion from the command of the 
Army; neverthelefs, I waited for the reports 
of the 14th. As they announced to me that 
every thing was in a Hate of tranquillity, I quit- 
ted my head quarters at Hornberg, to depart fbj 
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Stralbourg, and left the command of the Army to 
General Ernouf. On my road I met the courier, 
who brought me the authority of the Directory 
to go to Paris, and to confer a provifional com- 
mand of the Army on General Maflena. That 
General arriving at Strasbourg the 2Cth Germi- 
nal, (9th April,) and my health being fome- 
what eftabliflied, I in a few days quitted that 
city. On my arrival at Paris I learned that 
the Executive Directory had actually difplaced 
me ? ^nd appointed General Maflena my fuc- 
ceflbr. 

In the mean time General Ernouf was under 
the neceffity of drawing off his Army on the 
15th to Kehl and Neubrifnach. To appreciate 
the motives of this retreat it will be fufficient 
to read the report that he made me at that 
period, and which I tranfmitted to the Direc- 
tory. I tranfcribe it literally. 
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" Head quarters of Gengenhach, i $tb Germinal^ 
" (^h April,) 7/// year of the French Republic, 
" one and indivifible. 

u General Ernouf &c. to the Commander in Chief. 

" The Adjutant-General Molitor will undoubt* 
" edly have given you, my dear Comrade, an ac- 
c< count of the event which has compelled me to 
€< abandon the pofition of Brentzeben. I fhalj 
" juft give you a (ketch of it, till I have leifure 
'* to enter into a more particular detail. 

<f Yefterday, 14th Germinal, (3d April,) at 
" three in the afternoon, I received an account ] 
" that the Croats and Pandours appeared to 
" obftruQ the road from Friberg to Hornberg. 
" As it frequently happens, in a mountainous 
4S country, that a party can flip in between the 
" ports, particularly when the peafants are in 
" league with the enemy, this circumftance did 
" not furprize me. The efcort of the head- 
" quarters confuted of fixty men s and I immedj- 
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** at ely detached twenty-four of them with twelve 
u guides. 

" The Croatp were repulfed, and difperfed 
c< themfelves in the woods : but on arriving 
* at half a league from Friberg, they found an 
" hundred men of the brigade of Perrin, who 
" could not fight from a want of cartridges : our 
n grenadiers were obliged alfo to draw off from 
" a limilar dearth of ammunition. I immediately 
u ordered a company of fapmen to advance, 
" who happened by chance to be pafling by the 
* c head-quarters, and fent a caiflbon with car- 
" tridges after them. At this time Adjutant- 
<{ General Haftrel entered, and told me, that 
" the commanding officer of the brigade de 
u Perrin had aflured him, that the enemy was 
" matter of Friberg, and that all communi- 
" cation was interrupted by that place. It 
" was about half after five in the evening, and 
" I was going to give orders to General Decaen, 
" when the arrival of that officer was announced 
tc to me. He brought with him five < companies 
" of infantry. As he entered he exclaimed, " We 
4C are prettily turned/* I demanded betweeo 
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** which of the pofts the enemy had been able to 
** find a paffage. He replied that he knew 
•* nothing of it, and that they muft have come 
" in a balloon : that they had entered Friberg 
M with a confiderable force, about eleven in the 
M morning, and driven out the troops which 
m occupied it; That the force of the enemy 
** wat concentrated in that placei and that they 
H were advancing fome ftrong columns to Uzac 
" and Furtwangen* In fhort, he was the more 
" alarmed for thofe two pofts, as he could not 
H communicate with them. I replied, Genera], 

* you muft either perifh or retake Friberg ; you 
" were extremely to blame in not having in* 

/ " formed me the inftant that the enemy had got 

" pofleffion of the place. But nothing is yet 
" loft, you will march with your five companies 
" by the route of Hornberg to Friberg. I (hall 
" fend an order by Haflach, to Citizens Becker, 
" Merfin, and Pajol, to attack on the right, 

• * while the right of the camp fhall attack on 
" the left. The break of day will be the moment 

of attack. General Decaen anfwered that my 
" defign was impracticable ; that the enemy 
" would attack Brcntzeben in front in that 
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" place, which might be done, as the troops 
" upon whom we depended were already carried 
<c off. At length, prefling'him home, and infilling 
" that the right of the camp mould be re-eftablifti- 
" ed, he informed me that he could not depend 
" upon the troops ; I refolved therefore to give 
<f orders to quit the pofition. I received at the 
" fame moment a letter from General Soult, 
" who acquainted me, that he had but one bat- 
" talion in camp, having been obliged to march 
" a force on the fide of General Vendamme, 
" whom the enemy ferioufly menaced ; and had 
<c entrufted the care of the camp to General 
" Souham. 

* 

<c I ordered General Decaen to proceed in- 
<f ftantly by the route of Hornberg, as near as 
<c poflible to Friberg, and to maintain himfelf 
<c there to the laft extremity. 

<c I, at the fame time, fent off officers to 
<c Generals Ferino and Saint Cyr, to inform 
" them of my fituation, and to order them to 
" make their retreat, the one to Frevbourg and 

Ee 
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and reveries that our armies have really fuftain-. 
ed ; while it fuffered, with the utmoft compla- 
cency, the publication of imaginary defeats, 
when they involved that army, to the command 
of which I had been appointed. 

As there are military men who entertain an 
opinion, that I fhould have done better, to effeft 
my retreat by Switzerland, in order to form a 

1 

junction with General Maflena, than to draw off 
to the Black Mountains, I fhall explain the 
motives which determined me to aft as I did. 

« 

The Minifter of War was continually writing 
to me, that the Army of Obfervation would bo 
collected by the ioth Germinal, (30th March), 
On the right bank of the Rhine ; and though I 
was pofitively aflured by General Bernadotte, 
that this army would not be ready before the 
end of the month; and, when the garriion bat- 
talions, which are not in a condition for cam* 
paign fervice, mould be deducted, that it would 
not exceed eighteen or twenty thoufand fighting 
men, neverthelefs, this addition would, in my 
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opinion, have been fufficient to have enabled 
me to a& on the offenfive with Prince Charles j 
and in retiring to the Black Mountains, which 
I hoped to keep till that period, I was much 
better fituated than in Switzerland, to be joined 
by that body of troops. On the other hand, I 
was certain that the Archduke would not turn 
towards Switzerland, while I occupied the panes 
of the Black Mountains, from whence, in that 
cafe, I could have fallen on his flank and rear. 
Befides, it never was my opinion that the beft 
way of making war with Auftria would be to 
carry bur principal force into Switzerland. It 
may indeed, be proper to obferve, that, without 
mentioning the great inconvenience of fubfifting 
a numerous army in Helvetia, it is in itfelf fuch a 
difficult country, that a fmall army may hold out 
for a long time againft a much ftronger one; and 
that, if two armies of equal force carry on 
war there, they mull neceflarily conclude by 
deftroying each other, from a fuccellion of petty 
engagements. In other countries* one or two 
battles generally decides the fate of them ; 
whereas, in Switzerland, a battle can give no 
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other advantage than that of gaining a more ad- 
vanced pofition ; fo that there mud be another 
battle to drive the beaten army from its new 
pofition : thus continuing to fight from pofition 
to pofition, which occafions a great lofs of peo- 
ple to obtain a moderate advantage. On the 
contrary, by a grand movement in Suabia, I 
mould have forced Prince Charles to weaken 
himfelf in Switzerland in order to meet me, or 
I fhould have come upon his rear. It is true, 
that the Army of the Danube, having been 
obliged to retreat to the Rhine, it was neceiTary 
to march a force into Helvetia, which General 
Maflena did as foon as he took the command. 

It is my duty to make my acknowledgments to 
the zea], the talents, and the courage of all the 
General Officers who have ferved under my or- 
ders, as well as to all the Officers of my Staff, of 
which General Ernouf was the chief, and I ac- 
quit myfelf of this honourable tafk with equal 
ardour and fatisfaclion. It is moft certain, if I 
had not been feconded by the energy of thefe 
intrepid warriors, it would have been impoflible 
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for me to have produced the effe&s I did, with the 
feeble means I poflefled. It becomes me equally 
to acknowledge, that it is to the heroic cou- 
rage of the troops, to their patience in fupport- 
ing the moll painful privations, and, in (hort, 
to their exemplary difctpline, that I am in- 
debted for the aftonifhing advantage, of having 
fo powerfully fupported myfelf againft fuch a 
fuperior enemy. I have another important obli- 
gation to difcharge : it is to offer a well-earned 
tribute of praife to the CommifTary-General Vail- 
lant, whofe care and indefatigable activity fub- 
fifted the army in a manner far fuperior to what 
I could expe£t from the penury of his means. 
I mall clofe this merited panegyric, by giving, 
in the name of my brethren in arms, every pof- 
fible acknowledgment to the Officers of Health ; 
and particularly to their directors, who, abandon- 
ed to themfelves by the Adminiftration of the 
Hofpitals, found in their own philanthropic vir- 
tues the means of affording the mod efficacious 
fuccour to our wounded and who left none in 
the power of the enemy, but thofe whom it was 
phyfically impoffible to remove. 

3 
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i prefume, with fome degree of confidence; 
that an impartial perufal of thefe memoirs, will 
imprefs the mind of every Frenchman with the 
moft perfect conviction, that I did not fufier a 
defeat in the year 7*— With refpe& to that* 
which fupeificial minds, or thofe who feel an in- 
tereft in villifying the Armies of the Republic* 
reproach me with having fuftained in the year 4 j 
the general memoir of my campaigns^ in which 
I am at this moment employed, will inebnteft- 
ably prove the falfehood and malignity of that 
accufation. It will, I doubt not, caufe confider- 
able aftonifliment, when the nation is informed* 
that this General, who is fo ftrongly charged with 
having facrificed the beft part of his troops, was 
continually fending fuccours to the Armies of 
the North, of the Ocean, of the Rhine, and of 
Italy ; and that the Army of the Sambre and the 
Meufe, .which he commanded, was the general 
depot, that furnifhed reinforcements to all the 
others. — It will be clearly feen that no General has 
been, at any time, more avaritious of the blood of 
his comrades than myfelf ; and that whenever I 
could chufc between a manoeuvre and a combat. 
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to obtain the object I propofed, I have never hefi-? 
tated to employ the former. 

Since I am the object of fuch an exafperated 
prejudice - y let \t be permitted me, in this place, 
while the memoirs of all my campaigns are pre- 
paring for publication, to call to the public 
recollection, that, in 1793, I commanded at the 
battle of Houdfcoote, under General Houchard ; 
and that at the moment when it was thought to 
be loft, I folicited the reprefentative of the 
people, Delbrel, to authorife me to march 
againft the enemy, which General Houchard 
had refufed me ; and that, having obtained it, 
I ruftied forwards at the head of three battalions 
of referve, into the enemy's intrenchments, 
carried them by main force, and by this daring 
manoeuvre, in which I was wounded by a dif- 
charge of grape-fhot, decided that memorable 
battle. 

That, in the fame year, with an Army of 
forty-fix thoufand men, I forced Prince Cobourg 
to raife the feige of Maubeuge, around which 
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he had afiembled ninety-fix thoufand men ; that 
the following campaign, after having beat Beau-? 
lieu at Arlon, I traverfed the Ardennes with an, 
army of forty thoufand men, and, after having 
met and overcome a thoufand obftacles, com- 
pleated my junction on the Sambre with the 
Army of the North. That the army of which 
I then took the command, under the denomina- 
tion of the Army of the Sambre and the Meufe, 
gained, in that fingle campaign, the three great 
battles of Fleurus, of the Ourth, and the Roer ; 
that, in this fame campaign, it took Landrecies, 
Quefnoi, Valenciennes, and Conde that it alfo 
made the conqueft of Charleroi and Maeftricht ; 
and that it at length fixed its winter quarters on 
the Rhine, after having driven the enemy to 
the other fide of that river : That, in the year 3, 
it patted the Rhine in the face of the enemy, 
took pofTefuon of Du(feldorf, and marched on 
to the Maine. At this period I made certain 
proportions to Pichegru, all of which tended to 
unite the forces of the Army of the Rhine with 
thofe of the Sambre and the Meufe, in order to 
puui forward intp Germany. If I was afterwards, 
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obliged to fall back on the Rhine, fuch a re-, 
trograde movement mull be attributed to that 
General, who refufed to adopt any of my pro- 
portions, and to the Committee of Public Safety, 
who were too dilatory in removing the difficul- 
ties that the Treaty of Bafle prefented, by which 
the Republic had confented to a line of demar- 
cation that the Auftrians did not refpeft. It 
will appear alfo, that this Army mjrehed after- 
wards to aflift that of the Rhine, and flopped 
the fuccefsful career of the enemy on the upper 
part of that river, by forcing a part of it to fall 
back on Mentz ; and that, after feveral ob- 
ftinate engagements, General Clairfait propofed 
a truce, which I accepted the more willingly, as 
the lines of Mentz being forced, I fliould have 
been under the neceflity of making a winter 
campaign, which would probably have proved 
the deflxu&ion of the Army, or of repafling the 
Meufe to get into winter quarters. In the year 
4, it will alfo be fcen that this Army, by a ma- 
noeuvre which is not altogether deftitute of me- 
rit, compelled Prince Charles, who was encamp- 
ed with a principal part of his force at Bou- 
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molder, and who threatened to bear down on 
Treves, to make a precipitrate retreat to the 
left bank of the Rhine, by Mentz. This Army 
Will appear alfo, by its movements on the Lower 
Rhine, to have facilitated the paflage of this 
river for the Army which bore its name j and to 
-have made a rapid march to within fix leagues- 
of Ratifbon the caufes which brought on its- 
retreat will «then be unfolded ; and it will be 
known, that, after having fought fevera! times 
with heroic courage againft far fuperior forces, 
it retreated in good order, with all its artillery j 
and not in diforder and confufion, as my per- 
fonal enemies would have it believed. Laftly, 
it will be known, that the principal caufe of 
this retreat, originated in the defective plan of 
the campaign which I was ordered to follow;—* 
and that, when 1 refigned the command of this 
Army to General Beurnonville, he found it with- 
out magazines, (hoes, or means of tranfport, 
as it had actually been from the commencement 
of hoftilities ; but, at the fame time, numerous, 
well armed, full of courage, and ready to renew 
Its adlive fervice, with the very fmall fupply tha* 
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was afforded it, in tranfports, fubfiftence, and 
cloatbing. I would invoke, if it were neceflary, 
the teftimony of the Generals Lefebvre, Cham- 
pionnet, Bernadotte, Collaud, Grenier, and, 
among many others, that of General Beurnon- 
ville, who, perhaps, had been at firft impofed 
upon by falfe reports ; but who acknowledged 
the truth of what I now advance, when he re- 
viewed the Army on fucceeding to its com- 
mand. 

I well know that there is a clafs of men who 
love me not, and whofe aim is, by any and 
every means, to ruin me in the public opinion. 
They will not fail to exhauft their treachery and 
cunning in framing comments on thefe Memoirs. 
But I (hall not trouble myfelf concerning their 
judgments, fo that thofe who know me better 
continue to regard me ; and that the brave 
men, whom I have had the honour to com- 
mand, are fatisfied that I have rendered them 
all the juftice which they have fo generally 
merited, 
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To ferve his country with zeal, courage, 
loyalty, and difmterefted affecYion, are the du- 
ties imperioufly impofed on all republicans. — 
I leave the impartial public to determine who 
has fulfilled them with the greateft fidelity, my 
calumniators or myfelf. 

(Signed) JOURDAN. 



P. S. I am informed that certain perfons, 
on hearing that I was engaged in thefe Me- 
moirs, have declared their intention to anfwer 
them. A defign fo prematurely formed, an- 
nounces fomewhat more of paflion than of juf- 
tice. But, be that as it may, if it is clearly 
proved to me that I have committed faults, I 
will meditate in filence on the inftru£Hons I 
fhall receive, and ftore them up for future occa- 
fions. If it fhall be made to appear, that there 
are errors in my narrative, I fhall haften to re- 
pair them y but if I am calumniated, 1 fhall re- 
turn no anfwer. 
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1 could draw new proofs, if that were neceP 
fary, of every thing I have laid refpefting the 
fuperiority of the Imperial Army, and the opera- 
tions of the refpe£iive Armies in Suabia, from a 
journal which is printed at Hamburgh, intitled, 
Precis des Evenemens Militaires *. This journal, 
which I received at the moment when I was 
finiming thefe Memoirs, has additional merit 
from the fenfible conduft of its authors, who, 
difdaining the ordinary and incorreft hafte of 
daily journals, have fufpended their publica- 
tion to a more diftant period, when their judg- 
ment muft poffefs better means to determine be- 
tween truth and error. The account of the 
operations of war appear to be digefted from 
official reports. The general motions of the 
Armies are related with the greateft exa&nefs: 
but the particular motions are not defcribed with 
equal accuracy, which is not furprizing ; nor, 
indeed, is it neceflary to the defign of the Au- 
thors. 



• PublUhed by Perthes, bookfeller at Hamburgh; and 
Bebrett, Piccadilly, London, 
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The following Table of the refpeftive forces, 

appears in Number I. of this Journal : 

- • • 

1 * 

French Armies. 

♦ v a 

Army of Obfervation and Garrifons 

from Dufleldorf to Manheim, - 25,000 
Army of the Danube, - - , - 42,000 
Array of Switzerland, «* " * * 45>°oo 

* a 1 . 

■ * 

Imperial Armies. 

Army of Obfervation and Garrifon 
of Wurzbourg, ------ 24,000 

Grand Army in Suabia, - - - . 66,coo 
In the Woralberg, - „ - . - 18,000 
In the Grifons, - - - • - 7,000 
In the Tyrol, 18,000 

It appears that the writers who compile this 
Journal have had an exaft knowledge of the 
force appointed to aft under my orders. In faft, 
if the troops announced by the Minifter of War 
to form the Army of Obfervation had arrived ; — 
if the levies of the Army of the Danube had 
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been complete ; — if the Swifs demi-brigades had 
been formed, — I mould have a&ually had under 
my command the number of troops which they 
have ftated. — But it had been made to appear, 
that it was reduced to fixty-fix thoufand men, 
divided into two Armies of the Danube and 
Helvetia, while the Imperial forces, which were 
brought to oppofe them amounted, according 
to the preceding table, to an hundred and thirty- 
three thoufand men. — This Journal alfo proves, 
that I have done every thing which man could 
do, by my co-operations, to render the plan of 
the campaign fuccefsful. I requeft thofe who 
are preparing to difplay my errors, to give it a 
perufal, before they venture to compofe a com- 
mentary on my Memoirs ; or I (hall poflefs all 
the advantage of oppofing their opinion by the 
teftimony of men who, writing at Hamburgh, 
can have no motive to make a facrifice of 
Truth, to ferve me. 

THE END. 

1 I ■ II II ■ • ■ . . , .- 

Printed by Bun nb v and Gold, Shoe-lane, Fleet-street. 
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Board of Commiflioners for the Affairs of India ; 
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PLAN of an ASIATIC REGISTER; 

OR, 

PROPOSALS FOR PUBLISHING, ANNUALLY, 

A View of the History, Politics, Commerce, and Literature, 
of Hindustan; together with a connected Detail of the principal 
Occurrences, Civil, Military, and Commercial, of British India. 



The fir ft Volume of ivbicb luill be publijhed in January 1800, price 10s. 6d. 
and no Money received till the Delivery of the Work. 



A HE utility of Periodical Works has been long felt, and is univerfally acknow- 
ledged. That an Annual Publication, from the portion of time which it em- 
braces, and the variety of fubje&s which it has thereby the advantage of pre- 
fenting in regular order and on an enlarged fcale, is of more general ufe, and 
even more amufing, than Monthly Magazines and Reviews — the credit which 
Dodsley's Annual Register has obtained with the Public bears ample and 
deceive teftrmony. 

The Politics and Commerce of Asia in general, and of Hindustan in par- 
ticular, interefting in all ages to the enlightened Nations of Europe, have, in the 
courfe of this century, attained a degree of importance infinitely greater than 
even the dreams of Speculation had predicted. With Great Britain, they 
have become mod intimately connected. This profperous and happy Ifland, by 
the wifdom ot her Legiflators, the enterprizing fpirit of her Merchants, and the 
knowledge and intrepidity of fome diftinguifhed men, has acquired a vaft domi- 
nion in the faireft provinces of Alia, and in the mod fertile region of the earth. 
Bcfides her valuable pofleftions on the peninfula of India, the now holds the fole 
and undivided Sovereignty of Bengal and Bahar; a traft of country confi- 
dently larger than France, and inhabited by thirty -two millions of civilized 
people. 
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Tt is the grand obieft of the Plan here fitbmittcd to the Public, to diffufe, 
throughout Great Britain, a general, but diftinct knowledge of thefe valuable 
countries ; by prefenting to them an annual view of every Oriental fubject. that 
can in any way intereft, or amufe, either men of bufinefs who have not leifure to 
read voluminous performances, or men of pleafure who may choofe to relieve 
the round of their amufements with an inftractive relaxation. 

The Editors of the Asiatic Register propofe to offer, in the Firjl Part of 
their Mifcellany, a connected Hiftorical Memoir of British India, from the 
foundation of the Company's Eftablifhments on the Coaft of Coromandel, to 
the prefent plehhude of their power. They propofe that the Register fhall 
commence from the ift of January 1799, and that the firft Volume fliall be pub- 
ltlhed on the ift of January following. 

The Second Part of the Register will contain a faithful Chronicle of Public 
Events in Afia at large, and a regular detail of all Civil and Military Tranfac- 
tions in Britifli India, together with an annual view of Afiatic Politics and 
Orientil Commerce. Annexed to the Chronicle will be infertcd a lift of the 
Civil and Military Promotions at Hie different Settlements; alfo a lift of the 
Births Marriages, and Deaths, of the Britifli Inhabitants of fridia: the Obi- 
tuary will record the principal incidents in the Lives, and the molt prominent 
features in the Characters, of thofc whofe minds have been exeiciled in the fer- 
vicc, or whole blood has flowed in the caufe, of their Country. 

The Third Part will confift of Biographical Accounts, and particular deli- 
neation* of thole Public Characters, whether Asiatic or European, who 
have filled the higheft fituations in the principal countries, and acled the molt 
flifVinguifhed parts in the political theatre of Afia, from the earlieft period of au- 
thenticated hiftory, to the prefent times. Literary and Private Characters, who 
have rendered themfelves valuable to Society by their talents or their virtues, 
will receive the eulogium they may deferve themfelves, and that illuftration 
which may not only be intereftingbut ufeful to others. 

The Fourth Part will give authentic accounts of Voyages to, arid Travels in, 
thofe parts of Alia," of which our knowledge is ftill fo confined. This divifiort 
of the Work it were luperfluous to recommend by any obfervatioas on the in- 
tereft which it is calculated to excite, or the entertainment and utility that it 
cannot fail to afford. 

Mifccllaneous Kilays on the Arts, Sciences, and general Literature of Afia, 
will fonn the Fifth Part of the Register: And as the Editors conceive Poetry 
properly belongs to this article, they propofe to annex to it fuch poetical com- 
munications as they may be favoured with, that are either Tranflations from the 
Asiatic Poets, or defcriptive of Afiatic Scenery, Cuftoms, or Manners. 

The Sixth and laft Part will confift of Abftradts of the beft Books on Afiatic 
Affairs in general, with Remarks upon them ; and alfo a ftrict Review of all 
Publications on the Hiftory, Politics, Literature or Commerce of India, and on 
fuch as have an immediate relation to thofe important fubjects. To this de- 
partment of the Work will be added a faithful Report of fuch Proceedings and 
Debates as may occur at the General Courts of Eaft- India Proprietors. 

The Plan here fubmitt«d to the Public for its patronage is fo general and ex- 
ienfive, and the execution of it require 1 , fo much information, afliduity and at- 
tention, that thofe who may be the mod inclined to encourage the undertaking, 
will very naturally afk, Whether men, who thus boldly promtfe, be furhciently 
qualified to perform ? and, whether fuch boldneis does not rather belong to the 
ralhnefs of ignorance, than to the confidence of knowledge ? — To this the Editors 
can only anfwer, That they have refided in India, and have long made the fub- 
jects of the propofed Work their peculiar ftudy. Without, therefore, arrogating 
any fuperiority of talents, they think it would be unworthy of that kindnefs ex- 
pected of a generous Public, as well as deficient in duty to themfelves and to their 
Country, were they to permit a timid fuppofition of incapacity to deter them 
from doing what they deem may be beneficial to Society, and what, with the pro- 
mifedaffiftance of their friends, they truft they (hall fatisfactorily perform. - 

* # * The Editors of the Asiatic Annual Recister reffetifully intreat Orders 
for the Work tc the transmitted to Mr. Debretx, oppofite Burlington Houfe, Picca- 
dilly, London; to ixhm all \ Communicattom intended for the Asiatic Register 
are to he addrejid. 
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